


r? + .-'y* and 
- „• -,7^ Ohm 


:-;S2S 

:V: 

•• ' Pa 

•• 

• • . 

. ’ ••-• fi--* 3 ***,'' 

• • • Of mrmu. 


. .:?. : \ e: *«ti* 

. o 5 

■*•'■■■ &hij* 
• -.■?•• by (to. 
_ L v-w tha a- 

■•• - :: ^eajc. 



Yeltsin Declares 
End of Offensive 

Most Hostages Freed, He Says, 
But Toll of Battle Is Unclear 


A Timely 
Tusslefor 
Euro- Sun 


-By Eriklpsen . 

' International Herald Tribune '■ 


LONDON— Pteiianieiitkmgago 
proved powedess' m prevent^ tiiie 
- am ( ro fo-sfe tti ng aafoa»BritffiE>n- 
pnc, bux cm Friday afeearty gronfwsf 
MPs are detemtinixt fa demonstrate 
they can at least prevent it from set- 
ting eariy on Britain. . 

Their Daylight Extra hill, wtach 
faces a crucial test in Parliament-on 
Friday, proposes what for some is 
im thinkab le- Its passage woold mean 
Britain abandoning Greenwich Mean 
Time in favor of adoptite Central 
European Time by putting the docks 
forward one hoar yeaHoand. 

The coming battle can be likened 
to two people tussling over a single 
small blanket on a cold winter’s 
night 

The bleakly unalterable fact re- 
mains that in the for northerly reaches 
of the planet where Britain sits, day- 
light is all too scarce, no matter what 
the clocks say. Nowhere is that short- 
age move acute than in foe north of 
Scotland, which occupies foe same 
sun-starved northerly latitude as 






Tune is observed). On Central Eu- 
ropean Time, foe sun would not rise 
un til well after 10 AM. in much of 
the winter. 

The unhappy fact is that for every 
group that foresees gains, these is 
another that predicts losses. WhOe 
bus i ne ssm en generally, for instance, 
welcome foe proposal as bringing 
them closer to their Continental cus- 
tomers, fanners’ groups have stri- 
dently noted their opposition. 

“I have never seen a cow wearing 
a digital watch,” said John Fraser, 
rejecting foe argument that farmers 
would have to do more of their work 
in the dark. Instead Mr. Fraser, foe 
campaign manager for Daylight Ex- 
tra — foe group leading lobbying 
efforts for the time change — con- 
cluded. “We have got 700 Scottish 
fanners dictating policy to 55 million 
Britons who would benefit-’ ’ 

In feet, foe Scottish Natio nal 
Farmers Union claims to represent 
nearly 50,000 farmers. But while ns 
president, John Ross, agrees that 
cows do not wear watches, he is not 
about to bow to foe perceived needs 

of a bunch of dty stickers from way 

down south. „ .. 

The time shift, he said, would 
mean that we would have to wait 
until after 10 to tend our livestock. 

While most of the debate has thus 

See TIME, Page 12 
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A woman protesting Thursday in front of the burned-out residence of asylum-seekers in Lribeck, Germany. 

Neo-Nazi Role Suspected in 10 Deaths 

Fire Roars Through Foreigners’ Hostel in Germany 


By Alan Cowell 

‘ New YorkThnes Serv ic e ' 

BONN — At least 10 people, in- 
cluding four children, died Thursday 
when a fire roared through a home far 
foreigners seeking asylum in northern 


were investigating die possibility of an 
arsonattack by right-wing extremists. 
r ‘ ffsneb suspicions are bonfirined, the 
.fire at the fbUr-Stoiy^bt^Mitig in the 
aarthem port Of Lflbeck will rank as by 
far the ‘worst in a Se ries of racially 
jnotivated atta c k s on .foreigners since - 
Germany’s reunification in 1990. 

LObeck police said Thursday night 
that tbey-were questioning three young 


men seen near the home after the fire 
broke out around 3:40 AM. "What we 
fear is that it was an attack, because the 
flames spread so quickly.” said the 
mayor of die city, Michael Bouteiler. 

Police officials said that the three 
youths detained after the fire included 


neo-Nazi skinheads. 

Officials said foe youths, aged from 16 
to 19 years, were initially observed near 
foe scene of the fire, where police of- 
ficers took details of their identity and 
detained them. Police said foe trio came 
from the small town of Grevesmiihlen, 
about 30 kilometers (20 miles) from 
LObeck. The town is in foe Mecklen- 
burg-Vorpommern region, where federal 


investigators believe there are approx- 
imately 500 active extreme-rightists. 

The police refused to identify foe 
dead, but said dial the immigrants in foe 
home included Syrians. Lebanese. 
Zaireans. Togolese and ethic Germans 
from Poland. Throughout the day. 


outside the scorched hulk of the build- 
ing, some weeping and others inquiring 
.about the whereabouts of friends. 

. Hundreds of people took to the streets 
of Ltibeck and Hamburg on Thursday 
night in vigils and marches to protest 
far-right violence, but. more than 16 
boms after the fire broke out the police 

See GERMANY, Page 12 


By David Hoffman 

WasKinfL-M Pcrz Sen tee 

KEMS1-YURT, Russia — President 
Boris N. Yeltsin announced Thursday 
that foe Russian offensive against 
Chechen separatists holding hostages in 
the Dagestan village of Pervomayskoye 
"is over with a minimum of losses to foe 
hostages and our own people.” 

But his statement came as fighting 
sputtered on in the vicinity' of the vil- 
lage. the rf«nh toll was growing, and 
after the Russian troops suffered a sneak 
attack from the rear in foe middle of foe 
night by other Chechen fighters — yet 
another humiliating reminder of the mil- 
iary's inability to subdue the rebels. 

Moreover, at the same time that the 
Russian troops were surprised, the sur- 
viving Chechen fighters in the village 
staged a last-ditch attempt to break out 
after foe Russians’ rocket bombardment 
of then* positions on Wednesday. 

Many of foe fighters were lulled in a 
raging gun battle after the escape, al- 
though the body of their leader, Salman 
Raduyev. was not found, according to 
Russian security* officials. 

Both the sneak attack and the escape 
came simultaneously on a wintry, cold 
and dark night, triggering panic' in foe 
villages of Sovietskoye and Terech- 
noye. which are within a few kilometers 
of the burned ruins of Pervomayskoye. 
Hundreds of frightened villagers fled as 
heavy weapons and flares cast brightly- 
colored arcs through the sky. 

In his statement Thursday. Mr. Yeltsin 
made a link with foe seizure by pro- 
Checben gunmen of a Black Sea feny 
with more than 200 people aboard in 
Turkey, saying that terrorism had spread 
to that country. He has offered Turkey 
the help of special Russian troops to end 


immediate response from Ankara, the 
Reuters news service reported. 

But Turkey hardened its stance to- 
ward foe hijackers, putting in doubt 
earlier hopes that the ordeal would soon 
end. The Turkish interior minister. Tec- 
man Unusan. vowed not to let foe feny. 
which was seized Tuesday, into foe 
Bosporous, Reuters said. 

Ii appeared that the Chechen sepa- 


ratists trying to get out of Pervomayskoye 
and the other fighters who staged foe 
surprise attack were trying to meet each 
other. But according to Russian author- 
ities. about 50 of the escaping fighters 
were killed. Reporters were shown 
corpses of about 30 fighters Thursday 
afternoon. Two or three Russian mili- 
tiamen were killed in the surprise raid. 

Estimates of the death toll from the 
10-day hostage crisis remained uncer- 
tain. but it was clearly growing. Russian 
officials said they had counted foe bod- 
ies of 153 Chechen fighters in the 
charred village of Pervomayskoye. and 
that 26 Russian soldiers had been killed 
and 93 wounded in the confrontation. 
Twenty-eight Chechen fighters were 
taken prisoner by Russian troops. Forty’ 
people were killed when foe Chechens 
carried out their first attack in Kizlyar, 
in nonhem Dagestan, last week. 

The chief of the Russian security ser- 
vice. Mikhail Barsukov, asserted that 
there were no dead hostages. 

"The most important thing is that there 
wasn’t too much bloodshed.” he said. 

He made the statement one day after 
his own service said that all the hostages 
remaining in the village had been killed. 
Interviews with survivors suggested 
that at least some hostages died when 
Russian forces stormed the village 
Monday and in the intense shooting and 
rocketing that followed. While Mr. 
Yeltsin said that 82 hostages had been 
freed, his prime minister. Victor S. 
Chernomyrdin, put the number at 42. 
and Mr. Barsukov said 90. 

The Chechen rebels had taken more 
than 100 hostages from a hospital in 
Kizlyar on Jan. 9 in a bid for safe 
passage back to Chechnya after they 
blew up helicopters at a military base 
and briefly held 2,000 hostages in a 


vomayskoye on foe border between 
Dagestan and Chechnya by federal au- 
thorities. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s optimistic assessment 
of the operationwas not shared by critics 
who said foal his government had fum- 
bled repeatedly and hastily resorted to 
the use of force. The newspaper Izvestia 
carried foe headline. ” 10 Days of Pain, 
Impotence and Shame.” 


Court Bans Sale of Doctor’s Book on Mitterrand’s Illness 


By Craig R, Whitney 

• : ' New Tart Times Sendee 

PARIS — A Bench court on Thursday banned 
further sales of a tell-all book by the former doctor 
of President Francois Mitterrand, but not before a 
first printing of 40,000 copies had sold out 
The court ruled in favor of a complaint by Mr. 
Mitterrand's widow, their two sons, and his daugh- 
ter fiomoutside foe marriage drat the revelations in 
the bode, ‘‘The Great Secret” by Dr. Claude 
Gubler, constituted “a particularly serious intru- 
sion into intimate details of President Franfois 
Mitterrand’s private family fife, and that ofhis wife 
and children." 


Book bans are rare but not unheard of in France. 
A spokeswoman for Editions Plon. the publishers, 
said that they would appeal the decision but had not 
gone forward with plans for an immediate second 
printing. 

The court threatened the company and the au- 
thor with a 1.000-franc ($200) fine for each 98- 
franc copy sold after they were served with the 
order Thursday afternoon. 

Dr. Gubler and his co-author, Michel Gonod, 
wrote that Mr. Mitterrand, who died on Jan. 8 of 
prostate cancer ai age 79, had been diagnosed with 
it as early as six months into his first terra in 1981 
and that it had already spread io surrounding areas 
of bone by then. 


Mr. Mitterrand, who had promised total candor 
about bis health, did noi reveal his condition until 
late 1 992, two and a half years before the end ofhis 
second term last May. 

Dr. Gubler. a general practitioner who treated 
Mr. Mitterrand from 1969 until the family dis- 
missed him at the end of 1994. could also be 
disciplined by a professional body, foe National 
Council of the Order of Physicians, for violating 
his professional duty of confidentiality, the council 
said Thursday. 

“I did it in complete aw*aresess and I am ready to 
assume foe consequences.” Dr. Gubler told the 
weekly Le Nouvel Observateur. He insisted that 
Mr. Mitterrand eventual! v wanted foe troth to come 


out, but Paris judicial authorities also questioned 
Dr. Gubler on Thursday in an investigation into a 
possible violation of laws on medical secrecy. Dr. 
Gubler 's lawyer denied that he had been ques- 
tioned by the police. 

His book, which went on sale only Wednesday, 
misspells the name of Mrs. Danielle Mitterrand 
and has as much gossip about foe relationship 
between foe former president, his mistress, Anne 
Pingeot. and their daughter. Mazarine Pingeot, as 
disclosures about his physical condition. 

It says, for instance, that Anne Pingeot and Mr. 
Mitterrand’s daughter lived in a state-owned apart- 

See BOOK, Page 12 


Bribery Scandal Shakes India to the Core 



- By John F. Bums ™ 

New York Timet Service RaO S gtr 

The mi 

NEW DELHI — In a move that has Madhavn 
introduced new uncertainties into In- sharp bIo\ 
dian politics three months before a gen- Party, wh 
eral election, prosecutors have taken foe ' old. Oxfc 
fid off a multinullion-dollar payoff minister a 
scandal that has threatened dozens of generatia 
high-ranking politicians and dvfl ser- asapossj 
yams, inducting prominent figures in all Howev 

force main political parties. . era genet 

In recent days, the scandal has led to ested onlj 
corruption charges against some of Id- that reasc 
dia’s best-known politicians, and farced indictmeo 
foe resignation of force senior ministers purge sirr 


from Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao’s government. 

The involvement of one of the three, 
Madhavrao J. Scindia. was a particularly 

Party, which had*regarded the SCPyear- 
old. Oxford-educated human resources 
minister as a stalwart of a new ’’clean” 
generation of politicians in the party and 
as a possible future prime minister. 

However, many Indians see foe mod- 
em generation of politicians as inter- 
ested only in enriching themselves. For 
that reason, many here hoped that foe 
indictments might signal the start of a 
purge similar to the one set off by foe 


scandals that have transformed Italian 
business and politics. 

The three senior ministers who were 
forced to resign were named before the 
Supreme Court on Tuesday on a list of 
10 politicians to be indicted. Among foe 
others was L.K. Advani. who is pres- 
ident of the opposition Bharatiya Janata 
Party, foe Hindu nationalist group that is 
expected to pose the main challenge to 
the Congress Party in an election likely 
to be held in late April. 

More indictments are expected, some 
among other members of Mr. Rao's 

See INDIA, Page 12 


Reformer to Take Over in Greece 


Chance of Life 35 Light Years Away 

Discovery of 2 Planets Ends a Centuries-Old Quest 



LI 


By Kathy Sawyer 

Washington Post Service 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas — Two new 
planets that could harbor water and oth- 
er building blocks of life have been 
. discovered around stars within 35 light 
years of Earth, a team of American 
astron om ers has announced. 

Astronomers gathered at a meeting 
here were electrified by .the news.- Sev- 
eral said foe discovery, foe latest in a 
burst of revelations from planet-hunters 
in recent months, moves the centuries- 
old quest forotherpJaces in foe universe 
foat could sustain fife from the realm of 
theory to one of scientific observation. 

‘ ‘We truly are ai the dawn of a hew 


era," said Alan P. Boss of the De- 
partment of foe Carnegie Institute in 
Washington. 

On foe astronomical distance scale, 
foe new planets arc relatively near- One 
is orbiting the star 70 Virginis, in the 
constellation Virgo, and foe Other orbits 
47 Ureae Majons, in the Big Dipper 
(Ursa Major, or foe Great Bear). Both 
the stars are visible to the naked eye. 

The star 70 Virginis is very similar to 
the sun. although a few hundred degrees 
cooler and perhaps 3 billion years older. 
Every 1 16 days, a planet with a mass 
about nine times that of Jupiter sweeps 
around it in an elongated mbit, -the as- 
tronomers found. 

Using standard formulas for sunlight 


absorption and heat radiation, the team 
concluded foat foe temperature of foe 
planet is about 85 degrees centigrade 
(185 degrees Fahrenheit). 

“Thai’s cool enough to permit 
molecules to exist, ranging from carbon 
dioxide to complicated organic 
molecules” such as those that make up 
living cells, said one of foe discoverers, 
Geoffrey Marcy, professor of physics 
and astronomy at San Francisco State 
University and a visiting scholar ax the 
University of California at Berkeley, 
where the project’s supercompuring is 
done. His partner in the discovery is 
Paul Butler, a researcher with a joint 

See PLANETS, Page 12 
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New Greek chief, Costas Simitis. 
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Greece’s Socialist party elected 
Costas Simitis, an economic re- 
former, to succeed Andreas Papan- 
dreou as the country’s prime minister 
Thursday. 

Mr. Simitis. who ran against the 
interim prime minister. Akis 
Tsochadzopoulos. won in a runoff 
election involving 167 deputies from 
the governing Socialists. 

A former industry minister. Mr. 
Simitis, 60, stands for rupture with the 
past and the promise of a new era after 
Mr. Papandreou’s many years in 
power. (Page 6) 

Presley to Divorce Jackson 

Lisa Marie Presley filed for divorce 
Thursday in Los Angeles from the pop 
singer Michael Jackson, citing irrec- 
oncilable differences, after less than 20 
months of marriage. Ms. Presley, 27, 
foe only child of Elvis Presley, and Mr. 
Jackson, 37, were married in 1994, 
amid widespread skepticism that the 
marriage would last (Page 3) 
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Echoes of Rwanda t The Civil War Is Spreading 


In Burundi, Growing Fear of Ethnic 



By James C. McKinley Jr. 

New York Times Service 


B UJUMBURA, Burundi — The soldiers 
arrived in the village of Sororezo ar 2 
P.M. one bright day in early December, 
just as Herv6 Ntirabagire was finishing 
lunch with his family and getting ready to go 
back to his job in die Bujumbura market a few 
kilometers away. 

He heard the rumble of a jeep, then a machine 
gun’s hideous cackle and die giant hammer of a 
mortar blast. Bullets raked through die tiny 
house. When the firing stopped, die soldiers ran 
in and started hacking away with knives and 
hammers, killing Mr. Ntirabagire’s parents, 
three sisters and one brother. He escaped into the 
hills. 

Now Mr. Ntirabagire, 21, a bone-thin member 
of Burundi's Hutu majority, is living with 400 
other people from his town in a smoky camp of 
makeshift tents on a dirt road in front of vine- 
covered houses where Burundi's president and 
the leader of die governing party live. 

The crowd at the president's front gate is one 
of many signs that this tiny Central African 
country's long-running conflict between the 
Hutu and Tutsi ethnic groups — which claimed 
more than 100,000 lives in an eruption of vi- 
olence three years ago — is evolving into a civil 
war that threatens to overwhelm its coalition 
government, say local politicians, diplomats and 
aid workers. 

The rising violence has fueled fears that Bu- 
rundi could slide into the same genocidal blood- 
letting as its northern neighbor, Rwanda, in 
1994. The countries have nearly the same ethnic 
mix: 85 percent of Burundi's 6 million people 
are Hutu, nearly all of the rest are Tutsi. 

4 ‘Civil war is spreading, a war that will last a 
long time and will take a lot of lives." said Pierre 
Buyoya, a former president who led the tran- 
sition to multiparty elections in 1993. "The 
central government is going to disappear and 
military groups will form." 

No one knows for certain how many people 
are dying in the violence. Reports filter into the 
capital every week of massacres in the coun- 
tryside. and relief workers say dozens are dying 
each day. 


D octors Without Borders, the relief or- 
ganization. has estimated, on the basis 
of (he number of wounded they treat- 
ed. that at least 10,000 people were 
killed in 1995. 

In the last six weeks, Hutu rebels have for the 
first time pressed attacks on three outlying sub- 
urbs of the Bujumbura, the capital. They have 
managed to shut down power lines to the city. 


also silencing the pumps that supply water and 

'or hours at 


forcing residents to line up for 


emer- 


gency water stations set up by relief groups. 

le Front for the Defe 


Calling themselves the Front for the Defense 
of Democracy, the guerrillas virtually control 
two provinces in die northeast of the country, 
Cibitoke and Bubanza. 

[Fierce fighting in the northeast forced the 
closure of the refugee camp at Mugano and the 
flight toward die Tanzanian border Thursday of 
an estimated 15,000 Rwandans who had sought 
shelter in Burundi from the ravages of their own 
civil war, Reuters reported.] 

In retaliation for rebel ventures near Bujum- 
bura, the Tutsi-dominated army has responded 
with attacks on Hutu villages near the capital, 
like Sororezo, massacring hundreds of civilians 
and razing their homes in the name of rooting out 
guerrillas, aid workers and local officials said. 

Paralyzed by discord between Hutu and Tutsi 
cabinet membrns, tire year-old coalition gov- 



Surronnded 
byTtrtsi 
troops, the 
president of 
Burundi, 
Sylvestre 
Ntibantun* 
ganya,a 
Hutu, finds 
himself 
squeezed m 
his country’s 
deepening 
civil war. 


eminent of President Sylvestre Ntibantuganya, a 
moderate Hutu, has been unable to control the 
military or to put down the rebellion by Hutu 
militants. 

At the same time, Tutsi militias have been 
waging a tenor campaign against Western relief 
organizations, accusing them of helping the 
rebels. 

On Dec. 13, for instance, 15 grenades were 
rocketed into the offices and residences of aid 
groups in die northern cities ofNgozi and Gitega, 
forcing most of them to suspend operations for 
nearly a month. 

The fear that Burundi would become another 
Rwanda prompted the United Nations secretary- 
general, Boutros Boutros Ghali, to call for troops 
to be sent in to protect relief workers and for the 
deployment of a UN force in Zaire to intervene 
should the nation descend into chaos. The UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees was sent to the 
country last weekend to look into die crisis. 

But politicians and diplomats here say the 
violence could grind on for years in a stale- 
mate. 

While die guerrillas have become more or- 
ganized and aggressive, they are still not able to 
take on the army in a pitched battle, government 
officials and aid workers said. 

The army — greatly outnumbered by Hutu in 
the rural areas — can do little more than hold on 
to the towns and cany out punitive raids in the 
country. Since March 1995, the military has 
created a Tutsi enclave in the capital, pushing 
most Hutu out with repeated attacks. 

Many Tutsi residents say they are afraid to 
venture into the countryside, and Hutu who 
come to the city market to sell goods leave the 
city before dark. At night the capital's streets are 
as empty and dark as a ghost town’s, except for 
soldiers patrolling moonlit streets with AK-47s 
slung across their shoulders, enforcing a 9 P.M. 
curfew. 

“This city is under siege." said an aid worker, 
who asked for anonymity. “Everyone knows 
it" 

So shaken has the government been by the 


rebels’ success ii 

a huge electric generator to provide power to i 
city in emergencies. 

The most recent cycle of violence in Burundi 
began in 1993, when Melchior Ndadaye, a Huts, 
was elected president in the country's first mul- 
tiparty election. 

Reluctant to give up power, hard-line Tutsi 
officers staged a coup and assassinated Mr. 
Ndadaye, setting off ethnic violence that took 
more than 100.000 lives. 

The officers lost their nerve in the face of die 
violence and negotiated a power-sharing agree- 
ment with the governing party, the Front for the 
Democratization of Burundi, or Frodebo. 

But the coalition government that was meant 
to bring peace barely functions now. 

On one side, Tutsi politicians accuse Mr. 
Ntibantunganya of supporting the rebels. On the 
other, some of his former Hum supporters say be 
is too accommodating to the Tutsi. 



KYT 


W hile the srate matters less and less, the 
army remains powerful and firmly in 
Tutsi hands. Diplomats say Prune 
Minister Antoine Nduwayo and the 
commander of the army. Lieutenant Colonel Jean 
Bikomagu, both Tutsi, are in control. 

Last year, Leonard Nyangoma, a former in- 
terior minister, started leading raids across Bu- 
rundi’s border with Zaire with a group of Hutu 
guerrillas of the Front for the Defense of Democ- 
racy. Tire Burundi government says the rebels 
have been armed' and aided by elements of the 
mainly Hutu former Rwandan military. 

Mr. Nyangoma’s radio broadcasts from Zaire 
are appealing to some Hutu who see the gov- 
ernment as unable to curb the army’s excesses. 
He chastises the president and his party for 
ceding power to the Tutsi minority and vows to 
integrate the armed forces with Hutu. 

Mr. Nyangoma ’s strategy appears to be to 
isolate Bujumbura while sowing insecurity in 
the country. His guerrillas disabled hydroelectric 
plants in the northwest and more recently just a 
few miles south of the city, in Mugere. 


On Dec. 6, Hutu militias for the first time, 
pressed an attack on die capital itselfr hrtting ar 
three different neighborhoods at oocdj; 
treating into the MBs. 

Prime Minister Nduwayo responded witij a 
bellicose speech last week, saying the cotmtiy 
must wage an all-out war to finish the rebels.' - 

Other opposition politicians have accused tire 
president of sympathizing with the rebels and 
say the conflict could beeodea iffiie government ' 
would support the army. . 

Student arganizatiaiis and teachers unions, 
both Tutsi-dominated, have called for a general 
strike to protest what they see as the presidents 
support of the rebels. 

[About 200 soldiers roughly dispersed a 
crowd of Tutsi demonstrators in the capital's 
main square on Thursday, the Associated Press 
reported. The soldiers walked eight-abreast with 
their automatic weapons .leveled.' The . town cen- 
ter emptied, as taxis and buses left for the-oot- 
skirts and vendors shuttered their shops. It was 
the third straight day of unrest in Bujumbura 
involving Tutsi extremists who want tile pres- 
ident to resign.] 

“The strength of this rebellion is the fed that 
there is no authority in the government,” said 
Charles Mukasi, the leader of the min ori t y part y, 
the Union for National Progress^ 

Jean Minam, head of the governing party,, 
acknowledged that the go v ernment could nof 
control tiie army or stop the Hutu rebels. • 


With an Eye 
On the Polls, 
Communists 
Turn Polite 


By Akssandra Stanley 

J New York Times Service 


MOSCOW — The political mood 
remained angry and bitter as the em- 
battled Russian president, Bons N. 
Yeltsin, struggled reclaim victory in the 
• smoldering Chechen hostage crisis. 

With one exception. 

The Communist party suddenly 
mmfrf courteous and conciliatory — a 
new looksiyled for the June presidential 
elections. 

to the newly elected lower house of 
par liament , or Duma, they dominate. 


the Communists want to go along to get 
~ ' - * ■ voicing 


along — for enough to avoid prove 
its djrvided rivals from uniting in an anti- 
communist front before the elections. 

And nobody exemplifies the new 
bonhomie better than the suave new 
Duma speaker, Gennadi Seleznyov. 

“It is time for the Duma to give up 
malting mere statements on Chechnya, ' ' 
Mr. Seleznyov said in mild, sorrowful 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


tones rfnrmg a television interview 
Thursday. “It is time for the Duma, the 
government and tiie presidential team to 
work together to work out certain mea- 
sures to put an end to the war." 

Mr. Seleznyov, a former editor of 
Pravda who looks like a European 
banker in crisp navy suits and slicked 
back hair, oozed collegiality and poise 
as he spoke for the need for a “remedy ” 
to the problem. 

Those were some of die qualities that 

led the C ommunis t party to select him as 

its choice for speaker over another, 
more ideological contender, Valentin 
f, a former member of the Cen- 
rConunittee of the Communist Party 
of the Sonet Union. Mr. Seleznyov 
stood a better chance of winning the 
past of speaker — and representing the 
new, improved Communist party being 
sotdtovoftos. 

But tige fight over the leadership po- 
sition was protracted and nasty. And 
■ while ir served as the first test of the 
Gomnranists' within the leg- 

islature, ft also revealed the political 
s’ odd alliances as they approach 
campaign. .•• 
.ghuinovsky, the ultrana- 
rianatist who has repeatedly called for 
Mr. Yetem to resign, coolly backed 
Ivan Rybkin. the former speaker who 
was nominated ty the government's 
centrist pazty^trrHouw is Russia, in an 
effort to block tine ejection of Mr. Se- 
leznyov. Despite its fiery nationalist 
rhetoric , an d extremist positions, Mr. 
Zhirinovsky’s Liberal-Democratic par- 
ty has sided widr tiie Yeltsin govern- 
ment on crucial budget issues. 

But Grigori Yavlinsky, the liberal 
ecoaomsf who leads the only demo- 


cratic party in opposition to the gov- 
ernment, Yal ~ 


Minnesota Fats, Billiards Ace, Is Dead 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


The Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tennessee — 
Minnesota Fats, tiie sharpshooting, 
boastful billiards wizard portrayed 
in the movie “The Hustler,” died 
Thursday of heart failure, a day 
before his birthday. 

His age was a matter of dispute. 
Associates said be was bom Jan. 
19, 1900, but a 1966 biography. 
“Bank Shot," listed his date of 
birth as Jan. 19, 1913. 

“He always said, ‘St. Peter, rack 
’em up,’ ’’ his wife, Teresa, re- 
called in announcing his death. 

Fats, whose real name was 
Rudolf Wanderone Jr., was por- 
trayed by Jackie Gleason in the 
1961 movie that starred Paul New- 
man. He was bom in New York 
City and played pool all his life in 
various parts of tiie country. 


He was known earlier in his pool 
days as New York Fats, but be- 
came known as Minnesota Fats be- 
cause of Mr. Gleason's role. 

He wrote in his autobiography 
that technical advisers to the movie 
based the character of Minnesota 
Fats on him, and he became known 
by that name because of the pop- 
ularity of the film. 

Mr. Wanderone mice said that 
the movie “didn't mean nothin’ to 


me. 






‘iftf anginal' 

Just tell the taxi driven 
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“I'm known clean around the 
earth. It meant something to Glea- 
son and them people. Gleason used 
to rack balls for me when be was a 
kid in Brooklyn and in Long Is- 
land.” 

“Paul Newman is not a very 
good pool player. But he can make 
it look good. Now Gleason can 
play. Gleason can hustle. He could 
play pool for a living and make a 
living because he’s plenty smart.” 


Dr. Morcb was for a long time 
chief of anesthesiology at Cook 
County Hospital in Chicago until 
be retired in 1989. He spent tiie last 
years of his wide-ranging career on 
Amelia Island in Florida as deputy 
sheriff and chief anesthesiologist 
at tiie local hospital. 

As a young anesthesiologist in 
Denmark, the doctor created what 
became known as the Morch Piston 
Respirator, a forerunner of respi- 
rators being used today. 

Dr. Morch showed similar in- 
genuity during World War II as a 
member of the Danish resistance, 
which has been credited with sav- 
ing all but 500 of the country's 
7,000 Jews. 


the National Front, an alliance of 
leftist and centrist parties that is the 
third-Jargest force in Indian pol- 
itics. 

Mr. Rao played in 323 films in 
the Telugu language of southern 
India, often starting as a mytho- 
logical Hindu deity or hero, before 
he turned to politics in 1980. 


U.S. Tightens Security at Airports 


Ernst Morcb, 87, Doctor 
And Resistance Fighter 
NEW YORK (AP) — Dr. Ernst 
Morch, 87, an inventor, anesthe- 
siologist and member of the Danish 
resistance, died Saturday. 


N.T. Rama Rao, 73, 

Film Star and Politician 
HYDERABAD, India (AP) — 
N.T. Rama Rao, 73, who turned 
film stardom into political capital 
and became a powerful figure in 
Indian politics, died Thursday. 

Aides said Mr. Rao suffered a 
heart attack in his sleep. 

Mr. Rao, a populist three-time 
chief minister of the state of 
Andhra Pradesh, was chairman of 


Josephine Albright, 82, 
From Newspaper Family 

WOODSTOCK, Vermont (AP) 
— Josephine Patterson Albright, 
82, a journalist and philanthropist, 
died Monday of complications fol- 
lowing a stroke. 

Mrs. Albright began her career 
in journalism as a court reporter for 
the Chicago Daily News before 


WASHINGTON (Reuters) — U.S. officials said Thursday 
that they had ordered security tightened at airports, but they 
would not link the move to tough sentences imposed era an 
Egyptian cleric and nine others fix- plotting to bomb bridges 
and public buildings in New York. 

Federal Aviation Administration officials said changes in 
security measures were often ordered based on police and 
intelligence information, and they declined to tie the action to 
die Abdel Rahman case ar any other specific development 


Washington Can’t Touch Airline Tax 


NEW YORK (AP) — Everyone loves to gripe about taxes. 
Few seem to kaow or care that the government stopped 
collecting the airline excise tax because of the budget stale- 
mate — even though that means savings for travelers. 

“I honestly don't think that many people axe aware of it/' 
said Kari Gibbon, a travel agent with Ward Travel in Man- 
hattan. 


joining Newsday in 1949. Her col- 
umn, “Life with 


Junior,” chron- 
icled her experiences raising four 
children. 

She was the widow of the artist 
Ivan Albright, the sister of the 
Newsday founder, Alicia Patter- 
son, and part of a family whose 
members at one time owned the 
Chicago Tribune, the New York 
Dafly News and the Washington 
Times Herald. 


A 10 [percent excise tax era domestic flights, a $6 departure 
tax on international fights, and a tax on air cargo e xpire d at 
m id n ig h t Dec. 31. In the absence of a budget agre ement, the 
I n te rn al Revenue Service cannot collect die surcharges, an 
estimated loss of more than $100 million a week. 


The Chephren pyramid, die second-largest of the three 
great Pharaonic monument* ofGiza, will reopen April 10 after 
repairs are completed to damage caused by a 1992 earthquake, 
Egyptian officials said. (AFP) 

Finland said that visa-free travel for Estonians could 
begin as eariy as next year ifEstonia meets necessary technical 
requirements. (AP) - 


abloko, refused to cooperate 
with Our Hbme is Russia, and withheld 
his votes, assuring Mr. Seleznyov's vic- 
tory. Mr. Yavlinsky maintained that he 
held -back out of aoti-Communist prin- 
ciple, but others suspected that he ham- 
mered out a back room deal with the 
Communists to. secure- tiie chairman- 
ships of the foreign affairs and finance 
committees for Ms party. 

“He was clever enough to understand 
tiie realities of die new alignment,” said 
Nikolai Petrov, a political analyst at the 
Moscow office of (he Carnegie Endow- 
ment for International Peace. 

“He cannot not cooperate on certain 
issues with the Communists, but be was 
not prepared for it to go public,” Mr. 
Petrov stud. “Now, if he receives the 
two committee chairmanships he want- 
ed, it wifi mean he is lying.” 

Vladimir Tjilrin, a cofounder of 
Yabloko, said Thursday that Yabloko 
had readied a preliminary agreement 
with tiie leadership to head the foreign 
affairs and finance committees. 

The bitter infighting among the three 
main political parties suggests that a 
united anti-Conununist front is not like- 
ly to emerge anytime soon. There is 
anot her re ason why the Communists 
can afford to sound magnanimous and 
above die fray. They won 149 seats in 
the December elections, more than any 
other party. But- the Co mmunists ’ total 
number of seats in Parliament turns out 

tobe212, just a few votes short of a 226 - 
seat majority. This is because many of 
the 225 candidates who ran in individual 
constituencies as independents, turned 
out. to not be so independent after alL 
Many have already joined newly 
formed pro-Communist factions, and 
voted for Mr. Seleznyov. 
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By Joseph fifed 

^rartlh^SfrMSpc 

NEW YORK — Despite a defiant 
jktiaratioa off his mnocenct. SbeaSh 
Omar Abdel Rrfmwn «■%- 

tenoed to life in prison for plotting a 
smes of bombings and 
that prosecutors said -was hs|Qnded»to 

fa rce TheJTrntMl emU -.■^ jZjOk3 . 


for foe governments of btaSTmi 

Egypt- .... 

'Die bKnd 57-year-old cJoricfteard his 
sentence imposed latt Wednesday after 
be delivered an sogiy 300-minute 
Speech in which he Castigated the Unfe. 
ed States as an “enemy ofJstero" and 
casi himself as a victim of an “mforwfol 


JM.** H e srid of Ins conviction and 
aeoKace; 

iMt oriyjn attack oaMarisns 
done, but it is an attack on the words of 
''God. ft is potting Islam on trnL'* He 
Jattrsaid, “I fcwe pot ouMHratteri any 
cnm e except telEng people about b- 

. But £xfee Mkfad B. JNMtascy of 
U-S. District Ornst. who also sentenced 
Sheikh Abdel Rahman's ’nfee ecHte- 
fendaots to prison sentences Wednes- 
day ta najng fitn 25 yeas to life, 
showed fittie sympathy fat hfepfeas, 
saying that the moootogqe wotod “se- 
rionriy snslend the pobfic.** 

**Yoa woe convicted 6f ®ecting 
odKss jo pc rioo n acts which, if ac- 


es Revival 


otiation 


cotnpKshed, would have resulted in the 
murder of hu n dre d s if oot thousands of 
people,’ ‘ the judge said in a packed 
Manba&an courtroom. 

In its venfia last October, a federal 
jury coBmcted the sheikh and die nine 
others of planning to wage a “war of 
wtan terro ri s m ” against America. Its 
central dement was a cataclysmic day 
of terror in and around New York City- 
five bombs that were to blow up the 
United Nations building, the Lincoln 
and HoDandltanels. the George Wash- 
ington Bridge and the main federal cf- 
fice buikhag in Manhattan. 

The prosecution charged that the 
1 993 bombing of the World Trade Cen- 
ter, which kffled six persons and wound- 


ed more than 1,000, was also pan of the 
conspiracy, though neither Sheikh Ab- 
del Rahman nor any of the other de- 
fendants was accused of helping to cany 
out that attack. 

Bof prosecutors said the tour men 
convicted in the Trade Center bombing 
in an earlier trial and two more who are 
awaiting trial in the bombing were co- 
conspiiaiors with the deric and the oth- 
er men. 

Sheikh Abdel Rahman was also con- 
ned of conspiring to assassin ate Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak of Egypt during a 
visit the Egyptian leader mode to the 
United States in 1993. 

The blind cleric has long considered 
Mr. Mubarak an archenemy and has 


long urged that his government be over- 
thrown. 

Judge Mukasey sentenced the nine 
other men to terms ranging tram life in 
prison to 25 years. The other life sentence 
went to El Sayyid Nosair. who was con- 
victed of a crime that prosecutors said 
marked the beginning of the terror cam- 
paign that Sheikh Abdel Rahmsn and the 
others were convicted of waging' 

In 1990. the militant Rabbi Meir Ka- 
hane was gunned down at a Manhattan 
hotel, where he had just finished ad- 
dressing his follow ers. In a state trial in 
1991. Mr. Nosair was acquitted of 
killing Rabbi Kahane but convicted of 
gun possession are! other lesser charges 
in the case. 


o^pfcrfigo^a^iWiH p^. - 

WASHINGTON — President Bfll 
Cfinton urged RepuUkan leados of 
Coogress on Thi rty to return to bud- 
get negotiations, but gave no indication 
.he would offer a new ohm as they have 
demanded. :* 

In brief remaiks to xeporters^ Mr. 
Clin ton relayed .tins nwyagB to Re- 
publican leaders: “My door is open. It is 
-open. It will stay open. I am 
to continue working with th«>m until, we 
get the job done.” 

Republican leaders canceled a meet- 
.ing Wednesday at the Whim House, 
■saying they first wanted a finn budget 
offer from the president rt«t can get 
bipartisan support. 

On Thursday, an annoyed Senator 
Bob Dole, the majority leader, said Re- 
publican leaders could be available to 
resume talks Sunday, but added that 
they still want Mr. Cuntcn to produce a 
serious new proposal fireL 

“When he comes on television and 
lists all these terrible things Republi^Kos 
warn to do, and expects us to coom back 
.to the Whim House in good fartit— ^ as 
-somebody said yesterday, we’iegettiag 
good-faith fatigue,” Mr. Dote said. -. 

- The two rides remain divided over 
the level of savings in the Medicare and 
Medicaid health programs, the extern of 
a tax cm and Republican plans to enact 
fundamental changes tnfederal health 
and welfare systems as part of an effort 
to balance the budget by 2002., . _■ 

At his news briefing, Mr. Clinton and 
his staff unveiled details of their last 
offer, made Jan. 8, to riiow feey had 
indeed offered a plan that would end 
years of deficit spending by 2002 and 
had negotiamdingoodfeitiL: *■ 

Mr. Clinton said be had 1 gone “the 
extra mile” and the White House chief 
of staff. Lean A. Panetra, said -Repub- 
licans should restart the talks wirtiout 
attaching conditions. 

“For them to continue to say, 'We’re 


waiting far idcStional offers' doesn't 
make sense b acans c . die presadent has 
given them an offer,” Mr. Fanecta 
said. 

With the Stare of the Union address 
less than a week sway, Mr. Clinton said 
a budget deal js sttQ posable because 
both sides already have agreed to 
miougb budget cots. Policy differences, 
such as how Modfeaw is fmanced. can 
wah muil the Section, he said. . 

'“Weaheady have ag re em e n t on way 
more tium enioqgh budget savmgs to 
'balance das budget,' 1 Mr. Clinton said. 
“It is wrong for is to defer this.'^ 1 

The dueling news conferences at the 
WlrittHBouse-aod Capitol HiH nuked a 
retnmto some of dm harrii rhetoric dat 
prodoced two pmtud government dos- 
tngs tate last year mid early in tins one, 
phua government withoat a permanent 
budget three and a half months after the 
'1996 fiscal year began. (AP, Reuters) 



ARIZONA BAD DREAM — A po&ceman in Arizona taking notes on the highway near Phoenix where 23 
vehicles were involved in a pileap that occnrred during a sudden wind storm. Seventeen people were injured. 


Hillary’s Mysterious Papers 

WASHINGTON — Adding farther intrigue to the 
discovery of HjBaiy Rodham Clinton's legal billing 
records, a presidential aide testified Thursday that 
the documents appeared on. a table in die Whim 
House residence two years after investigators sub- 
poenaed them. 

The . aide, Carolyn Huber, told the Senate White- 
water Committee that she went to the book room in 
the Whim House residential quarters every two or 
tiHee. ttaes.ftzid that £he unexpectedly found the 
reaxdsffisreeri&Jast August ... 


. i ‘ Sbes^mey wd^hndedtxu in plain view bh a pile - 
of books on tim oonper .of a table m the center of the 
room,, They had not been timre when she was .last in 
the zooim just days before. She said they wane folded 
but in jtiatn view, qq a pile af books on the comer of 
a taj^ where they h^d not been just days eartiex. 


POLITICAL 


“They appeared there,” Ms. Huber testified. “I 
thought it bad been left there for me to take down to put 
in die fDe. You know, to file in the filing that I do.” 
She said she did not unfold and look at the 
documents until this month, when they were finally 
turned over to investigators. She said she was certain 
the records had not been on the table before she 
discovered them in August. 

The committee chairman. Senator Alfonse M. 
D' Amato of New York, who has previously rejected 
calls to bring Mrs. Clinton before the committee, said 
the new revelations might prompt him to submit 
written questions to die first lady. 

, The recoids describe MrvGjfiton’s legal work in 
the iracf-l 980s for a failed Arkansas savings and loan 
owned by die Clintons' business partner in a real 
estate .development called Whitewater while Bill 
Ginton was governor of Arkansas. . 

At the time Ms. Huber found the. records, pros- 
ecutors and government regulators had subpoenas 


for them dating back two years. The White House had 
claimed they could not be found and that the originals 
had disappeared from Mrs. Clinton's law firm. 

Even after Ms. Huber found the records, they were 
not turned over for five more months because she pot 
them in a box and forgot about them until she 
reopened the box this month. 

Asked whether she believed someone had left the 
records deliberately, Ms. Huber answered. “Some- 
one did.” But when pressed whether she believed the 
president or Mrs. Clinton had done so, she said: “I 
just did not know who left them there.” (AP) 


Quote /Unquote 


Steve Forbes, the Republican presidential can- 
didate. defending his flat-tax proposal at an ap- 
pearance Thursday in New Hampshire: “Please go 
beyond whaz deductions they say you’re going to 
lose. Don't let the demagogues get you." (Reuters ) 


Lisa rresley 
Asks Divorce 
Fromjacksori 


The Associated Press . 

LOS ANGELES — They saidit 
wouldn't last, and they were right: . 
T.is« Marie Presley has filed Car 
divorce from Michael Jackson. 

Ms. Presley died iirccoiHalaWe 
differences, hex publicist, Paul 
Bloch, said Thursday. The action 
was filed in Los .Angeles, he said. 
Court personnel could not imme- 
diately confirm it ■ • 


and Ms. Presley, the only cbdd of 
Elvis Presley, were maned in foe. 
Dominican RrauUic cm May 26, 
1994. It was me second marriage 
for Ms. Presley, 27, and foefiiT* rear 
the 37-year-okl Jackson. ... 

Last year, the couple sre.a 
much-byped prime-tizne leant in- 
terview to ABC in which they 
claimed to be deeply in love ana' 


The Strange Libel Case 
Of Miilrpney vs. Canada 


Dying to have a child. 

“Do we have sex?” Ms. Presley 

asked during the interview. “Yes! 
Yes! Yes!’* 

They were asked about rumors 
their maniage was a publicity stunt 
designed to give legitimacy to Mr. 
Jackson, , who had raced allegations 
of dhfid molestation. 

“Like we’re faking this?” Mr. 
Jackson asked. 


By Anne Swardson 

Was/mfUm Pees Service 

TORONTO — Two months after it 
began, the strange affair. of former 
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney’s libel 
suit against the Canadian government 
over allegations that he accepted bribes 
continues to get stranger. 

As tbe case this week entered whar is 
expected to be a long court process, 
tbere washtde new evidence to support 
foe government contention that Mr. 
Muhoney accepted as much as $4 mil- 
lion in commissions in the sale of 34 
EuntoeianhiDade Airbus jets toAirCana- 
dain 1988. . 

That allegation was made in a letter in 
September from the Royal Ca n adia n 
Mourned Police to antirerities in 
Switzerland seeking information about 
possible bribery. Mr. Muhoney has not 
been charged with any crime. 

Two days after the letter was dis- 
closed to the media last November, Mr. 
Mahoney filed a S37 million .libel soil 
against officials of the Mounties and the 
’ Justice Ministry, and denied he had ever 
accepted payoffe or ever had a foreign 
bank account. 

At the time, the idea of Mr. Mtdroney 
taking a bribe seemed plausible to many 
members of the Canadian public and 
press. During his. nine years as prime 
minister, Mr. Muhoney grew to be 
widely disdained for what was seen as 
excessive cronyism, materialism and 


flamboymee. But the picture of Mr. 
Muhoney portrayed in the media has 
shifted a bit as the source of the al- 
legations has become dearer. Unless 
there is a smoking gun, it appears that 
the government charges were based 
largely on a Canadian Broadcasting 
Carp, television news program — an 
inaccurate understanding of the pro- 

S ai that — and that a European 
ssman who was the key source 
for the program has no proof. 

In addition, officials of the Canadian 
government, led by the party that op- 
posed Mr. Mulroney’s, nave not ex- 
plained why such an inflammatory letter 
was sent to foreign authorities based on 
apparently little evidence. 

Various revelations since the suit was 
filed also have helped Mr. Muhoney. 
The secret Swiss bank account code- 
named “Devon” from which Mr. Mul- 
roney supposedly was paid, for in- 
stance, was shown by Frank Moores, a 
Mulroney associate who opened tbe ac- 
count. never to have held more than 
$500 and to have belonged to Mr. 
Moares's wife. 

And Mr. Mulroney’s principal ac- 
cuser, the Swiss businessman Giorgio 
Pclossi. appears to have a motive for 
making the bribery allegations. He is in 
a bitter financial dispute with his former 
boss, Karl-Heinz Scbreiber. a Canadi- 
an-Gorman entre pre neur who Mr. 
Pelossi said was the conduit for the 
bribes. 
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IRS Is Using 
The Internet 
To Offer Aid 


Tkr Au>«urn/ Press 

WASHINGTON — It may not 
be the roost fun site on the Internet, 
but the Internal Revalue Service’s 
new hoax page could prove to be 
one of foe most heavily used be- 
tween now and the April IS in- 
come-tax filing deadline. 

The agency has announced that 
its page — accessible to 40 million 
Americans through the World 
Wide Web — has been up and 
running since Jan. 8. 

During its first day in operation. 
220.000 computer users visited it. 
More than a million used it in the 
first week — even before the debut 
was officially announced. 

The IRS commissioner, Mar- 
garet Milner Richardson, said the 
agency hopes more taxpayers will 
seek answers to their questions 
through cyberspace, relieving pres- 
sure on foe toll-free telephone help 
lines answered by IRS employees. 

According to tbe General Ac- 
counting Office, an arm of Con- 
gress. raily S percent of calls placed 
during last year’s filing season got 
through, down from 21 percent last 
year. And the IRS. whose budget 
was cut this year, does not plan to 
hire more people to handle tele- 
phone inquiries. 

If the initial popularity' of the IRS 
home page is sustained, however. 
Internet users may at least occa- 
sionally experience the same access 
problems as telephone callers. 

The IRS said the home page re- 
ceived “about a thousand accesses 
per minute” — 46 percent of the 
page's capacity. 

"We know we have to up- 
grade,” she said. “We don’t warn 
to get over 60 percent to 70 percent 
capacity. We're adding another cir- 
cuit at the end of the month.” 

Among the features of die IRS 
home page: 

•An area fra downloading 600 
tax forms and publications for busi- 
nesses and individuals. 

•A summary of changes in tax 
rules fra 1995. 

•An interactive session called 
“Tax Trails” in which users an- 
swer basic questions to identify 
their particular circumstances. 

•Simple summaries of ISO tax 
topics and answers to frequently 
asked questions, both of which can 
be accessed through a keyword 
search. 

•Addre s ses fra where tax returns 
should be filed. 

The World Wide Web address of i 
tbe IRS home page is http "Jf 
wwwirs.usDeas.gov. A help desk, 
at (703) 487-4608. offers advice on 
using the IRS’s electronic ser- 
vices. 
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Away From Politics - 

•A parade oT students assailed the regents of foe 
University of California on Thursday over thear decision 
tocliminate affirmative action on the system s campuses, 
and each student was arrested for speaking longer foan 

allowed— one minute. ' Ar) 

•A 9-vearoW art abducted in Texas while riding her 
hie has been found dead, floating facedown m a crai 
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her throat cut Amoer tiagennau 
dragged, fighting and screaming, ^ her btcyde ty a 
*vve a dark-colored pickup track, (AP) 

•New tracks and truck trailers wfll be njfoilv: 
1998 to have a guard in back tojxe vent tare foan slid ing 
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YEARS OF TRAINING 

HAD ENABLED HIM TO POLISH OFF 

leve&ty pun of ihoes before breakfut Yet, whilst traversing 
the comdor, the valet spotted a sohtaiy set of footwear that had 
somfoow escaped his waxinfs. So back to hh box of brashes 
he went, in order to make amends. That the aforementioned 
pumps belonged to a chambermaid who had left then upon 
the threshold of die room the was attending to, was of no 
matter. Spit and poluh, is just one of the reasons why so many 
have taken a shine to Raffles, the grand 

old dame of the East.The original 

place to atay, to dine, to shop, or to 

simply sip on a sHng. Raffles Hotel, 

I Beach Road. Singapore 189673. Tel: (6$) 337 1886. 
Fax: (65) 339 7650. Telex No.RS 39028 RHS1N. 
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Chinese Jail Kin 
Of Whistle-Blower 
On Orphan Abuse 


By Seth Faison 

New York Times Service 

SHANGHAI — Zhang 
Shuyun, the doctor who ac- 
cused an orphanage of delib- 
erately starving children in its 
care, said Thursday that her 
brother had been arrested and 
charged with subversion, ap- 
parently in retaliation for her 
decision to publicize her al- 
legations of abuse. 

Dr. Zhang said her brother, 
Thang Ran, was taken from 
his home in Shanghai on Jan. 
9, one day after the Shanghai 
authorities arranged a tour of 
the orphanage for foreign 
journalists to deny that or- 
ganized neglect ever occurred 
there. 

Zhang Ran, 44, was for- 
mally arrested on Jan. 15 for 
participating in “counter- 
revolutionary crimes,” 
aimed ar overthrowing the 
government, a serious bar ill- 
defined charge. Dr. Zhang 
said 

“My brother had nothing 
to do with what 1 did,” Dr. 
Zhang said in interview from 
New York. “He works for a 
government agency and is a 
party member.” 

An official at the Baoshan 
District Government where 
Zhang Ran worked said he 
was noi authorized to answer 
questions, and the police also 
declined comment 

A woman who answered 
the telephone at Zhang Jian’s 
home said simply, “He is not 
at home,” and hung up. 

Although it is now formal- 
ly discouraged, die practice of 
blaming family members for 
an individual’s actions has 


reigned in China for more 
than 2,000 years , since the 
cation's first emperor made a 
practice of punishing the en- 
tire family and six neighbor- 
ing families of any accused 
criminal. 

Although Dr. Zhang has 
not been charged with any 
crime, Chinese officials seem 
to have been deeply embar- 
rassed by her allegations that 
from 1988 to 1993 she ob- 
served a policy of deliberate 
neglect aimed at limiting tbe 
population at the Shanghai 
Children’s Welfare Institute. 

“Instead of spending time 
and manpower punishing the 
criminals who are lolling in- 
nocent orphans, they are per- 
secuting me for telling the 
truth," Dr. Zhang said. 

During the officially orga- 
nized visit to the orphanage 
on Jan. 8, civil affairs officials 
denounced Dr. Zhang's ac- 
cusation s as lies, bur failed to 
offer any documentation to 
counter Dr. Zhang’s own doc- 
uments showing that more 
than 1,000 orphans had died 
there. 
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24 HURT IN MALAYSIAN CAMP — Two Vietnamese leaving tbetr bouse at a Koala Lumpur camp for 
refugees Thursday just before people protesting a weapons search by police set fire to two housing blocks. 


Hong Kong Legislature Supports Wei Spy Arrests 

Defended 

By Beijing 


Precedent Set 
By Extradition 
InDrugCase 

Reuters 

BANGKOK — The 
extradition of a former 
Thai member of Parlia- 
ment on Thursday to face 
drug charges in the Unit- 
ed States sets a precedent 
for the extradition of 
people linked to a 
Burmese opium lord, 
Khun Sa, officials in 
Bangkok said. 

“In compliance with 
Thai law and in confor- 
mity with the Thai-U.S. 
extradition treaty, 
Thanong Siriprichapong 
was turned over to U.S. 
authorities and traveled 
today to the UJS. in the 
custody of U.S. officials 
to face legal proceed- 
ings,*’ an American Em- 
bassy spokeswoman an- 
nounced. 

Mr. Thanong is the 
first Thai national extra- 
dited under the treaty, 
which has been upheld 
by a local criminal court 
and then by an appeals 
court. 

Eleven alleged drug 
smugglers, believed to be 
linked to Mr. Khun Sa, 
have been arrested by 
Thai police and are fac- 
ing extradition hearings. 


The Associated Press 

HONG KONG — For Hong Kong, 
where everyone from tycoons to trash 
collectors has opinions and speaks them, 
the prospect of being ruled by China can 
be frightening. 

Those fears were evident during a 
debate in the legislature Wednesday 
night about the 14-year prison term im- 
posed on Wei Jingsheng. China's most 
prominent dissident. 

Less clear is what Hong Kong can do 
to ensure that people in the British 
colony who share Mr. Wei's views don't 
suffer his fate after China takes over in 
1997. 

The debate ended in a motion urging 
tbe Hong Kong government to pressure 
China to release Mr. Wei. The motion 
also called on the government to enact its 
own anti-subversion code, rather than 
leave a vacuum for China to fill with 
more oppressive laws. 

The 3I-to-23 vote proved the pro- 
democracy camp to be the dominant 
force in the 60-seat legislature. But that 
may not last. China has vowed to dis- 
band the legislature in 1997, and it re- 
fuses to listen to or have contact with 
Hong Kong’s largest party, the United 


Democrats. The debate also revealed tile 
polarization of opinion in Hong Kong on 
bow to hold China to its promise to 
preserve the colony’s way of life after 
the transfer of sovereignty. 

Pro-China legislators said Mr. Wei’s 
case was none of Hong Kong’s business. 
They argued that China has already 
promised Hong Kong a “high degree of 
autonomy,” but that this cut both ways: 
if Hong Kong interfered in the Wei case, 
China might feel entitled to interfere in 
Hong Kong matters. 

“The concept of Hong Kong people 
governing Hong Kong is predicated on 
Hong Kong people having confidence in 
themselves.’’ said one legislator. Am- 
brose Lau. 

But pro-democracy legislators said 
Mr. Wei's sentence should be discussed 
because it has sharpened Hong Kong’s 
fears about the future. 

“Wei Jingsheng's case has sounded a 
warning bell.” said Martin M.C. Lee, 
leader of foe Democrats, who initiated 
the debate. “People worry that they will 
be persecuted for expressing their 
views." 

Mr. Wei's nonviolent campaign for 
democracy and freedom in China moved 


two pro-democracy legislators, Chris- 
tine Loh and Lau Chin-shek, to an- 
nounce during the debate that they 
would nominate him for this year’s No- 
bel Peace Prize. 

“He represents Chinese people's con- 
science and his prison term should be a 
concern to all Chinese in the world,” 
said Lau Chin-shek. “We need such 
moral force.*’ 

Mr. Wei’s conviction in December on 
subversion charges is particularly wor- 
rying for Hong Kong because what he 
did is oot illegal here, but may become so 
after 1997, when the crime of subversion 
will be added to Hong Kong’s legal 
code. 

People “are worried whether the stan- 
dards applied in mainland China will be 
borrowed and applied in Hong Kong,” 
said Bruce Liu, a legislator from a small- 
er pro-democracy party. 

The government said it had given foe 
Chinese a proposed set of laws for study, 
but rebuffed demands (hat it pressure 
Beijing for a speedier response, with 
Secretary for Security Peter Lai saying 
such a move would not be “helpfuL” 


Burma Silent on Drug Empire’s Future 


By Philip Shenon 

New York Times Service 

RANGOON — The 
erals who govern Burma have 
claimed victory over one of 
the world’s most notorious 
opium traffickers, but they 
axe remaining silent about 
what will happen to a vast 
drug empire that supplies 
much of the heroin found on 
foe streets of Western cities. 

In statements in official 
newspapers here, foe govern- 
ing junta has reported the sur- 
render of Khun Sa, the opium 
warlord, and his private army. 
The surrender took place Jan. 
5, but tile junta took several 
days to announce the capit- 


ulation of Mr. Khun Sa, 61, 
apparently because foe mil- 
itary was still negotiating 
with him over his future. 

In a report Saturday, an of- 
ficial newspaper reported that 
more than 5,000 of Mr. Khun 
Sa’s followers bad surren- 
dered, bringing with them 
tens of thousands of weapons, 
including 9,620 “heavy 
weapons” and 8,000 land 
mines. 

The junta has not divulged 
Mr. Khun Sa’s whereabouts, 
although he is widely report- 
ed by diplomats to be in the 
eastern Burmese town of 
Homong. his longtime head- 
quarters near the Thai border, 
which is now under foe con- 


trol of foe military. A pho- 
tograph obtained by a Thai 
newspaper last week showed 
Mr. Khun Sa speaking con- 
genially with the Burmese 
general who is reported to 
have accepted his surrender. 

The United States and oth- 
er nations have warned that 
foe Burmese junta may be of- 
fering Mr. Khun Sa a deal that 
would allow him to remain in 
charge of his drug operation if 
he ends his 30-year guerrilla 
war against the government. 

The Burmese military has 
made similar deals with re- 
bellious ethnic groups along 
its border. In 1989, the junta 
reached an agreement with 
members of foe Wa ethnic 
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group, reportedly allowing 
them to continue their busi- 
ness operations, including 
opium smuggling, after they 
put down their arms. 

Western diplomats here 
suspect that the junta, which 
took power in 1988 in a brutal 
crackdown on the democracy 
movement, might be planning 
a show trial in Rangoon in 
which Mr. Khun Sa would be 
sentenced to prison but would 
be required to serve only a 
short part of the sentence. Un- 
til his surrender, the junta rou- 
tinely called him a terrorist. 

The State Dep ar tme n t has 
demanded that he be turned 
over to the United States, 
where he was indicted mi hero- 
in trafficking charges in 1989. 
The department announced 
earlier this month that it was 
offering a $2 million reward 
for information leading to 
foearrest and conviction of Mr. 
Khun Sa in the United States. 

Winston Lord, foe assistant 
secretary of state for East 
Asian and Pacific affairs, said 
during a visit to Thailand last 
weekend that a deal granting 
amnesty to Mr. Khun Sain the 
drug trade would further 
strain relations between tbe 
United States and foe junta. 


Coa^ M bfOw AdiFnmO lvaxha . 

BEUING — China on 
Thursday defended its deten- 
tion last week of American 
and Japanese air a ttach^ on 
suspicion of spying, dismiss- 
ing as “groundless” protests 
that the men’s diplomatic im- 
munity had been violated. - 
But in his defense of foe 
action, the Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, Shen Guofang, 
said he hoped the incident 
would oot damage relations 
with the United States and 
Japan. “Those relations are 
very important, but the safe- 
guarding of national security 
is more important,” Mr. Shen 
said. ' « 

“Claims that China violat- [ 
ed the Vienna Convention are 
obviously groundless,” Mr. 
Shen added during a regular 
news briefing. The conven- 
tion set the Berms of tbe con- 
duct of diplomatic relations. 

“China,’* he said, '‘re- 
spects and conforms to the 
regulations, which also state 


Chinese Stuffy US. Congress 

BEUING — China's Cn em M a ttf .party las framed a 
hiffo-kvel group totakeaclose look at foe U.S. Congress, 
wSrChum'Tkadere see aspartiy respeofflfle fo jrou- 
Wed relations 


party St 
Tbe 


Congress hw crititimf 


overtrade 
’s xeuscodap wish 

, was also instrumental in 

Washington's granting of a visas . 

LeeTrae-lwl amowiteipartmutefy nnttted B«png. 

Tbe Central Leafing Wwkfog G«wp an the US. 
Congress was framed face last year, with the party s enter, 
Jiang Zemin, as ia bead, a person with ckae ties to the 
party said. . . • f Refers) 

Fierce Fighting in Cambodia 

PHNOM PENH— Government troops and Khmer 
Wwrfyrf js-ar foeThai bonier Thureday 
fightin^m-Cambodia in . , six months. 


About 500 gterffiag aria ed with mortars and-odict 
weapons defended rirnogholria near their mam military 
base at Phnom Malai m Canfoodia’s northwest, stalling a 


on casualties vtee aoc aragable. (AFP J 

Thais Rebuff Request for Rice 

BANGKOK — Thailand rejected a request fix rice by 
North Korea, which is feeing a famine after severcflood 
mined crops tint stws it does not have the money to buy 
food, an official BatdThnraday. 

Noxfo ’Kflwam cgfjeeMet hftd requested 140,000 metric 
tons of rice but were unable to come up with the money, 
«aid an official in the Thai fV gnme re c Ministry. The 

ft ffiriaf and 

lionftom previous rice purchases. (AFP) 

Indonesia Plane Crash Kitts IS 

JAKARTA — A government training plane crashed 
into a dothlbg shop m foe ladcuesiaa mountain city of 
Bandong o» Thursday, laffing 15 people, state-run TVRI 
televisioa reported. b 

Four of those killed were aboard foe plane, which 
exploded when it crashed soon after takeoff into a busy 
aty strept crowdetLwah vendors, shoppers and pedicab 
drivers in TVRI rep 

An o fficial at tbe Hnaem Sastranegm airport in Ban- 
dung said foe AmedcatHrafe Baron Beecbcraftplane 
had developed engine troabtesoon after tak in g off for a 
pDoc f raming school near fttaa, 75 ltitometers (125 
m0e3 to foe northwest. f Reuters ) 

l . From Asia 

Ryntaro Hnshfototo^ prime minister of Japan, on his 

fojMfeefo'V'fer house ofFarfiamrax^^is foe common goal 
of party, members and sa praaters to tty to win a sole 
majority^ would eoafifafu* to realize oar party 
ideals and policy. ** (Reuters) 

Rn perto Amhfl, a major general and chief of the 
PfnSppme military’s SoafoearCpmmand. on returning a 
'Ceamne&'Oikl copy of fee fetorac faofy book; the Koran, 
taken by a aqkfier bom a ntortjue in Cofehato CSty almost 
23 years ago: k *Wd smefcrety Itelieve the return of the 
bock to its rightful soften op, the desire of 

Muslims to'secede.’*- • . „ (AFP) 



Arrested in Seoul 


respect 


and imm 
die laws 
tbe host state.* 

Mr. Shen reiterated Chi- 
na’s contention that lieu- 
tenant Colonel Bradley 
Gerties, an assistant U.S. Air 
Force attach^ based in Bea- 
and the Japanese at- 
Colonel Kenji Mae- 
tani . had admitted entering a 
restricted Chinese military 
site on Jan. 11. 

China in effect expelled foe 
attaches, asking their govern- 
ments to withdraw them by 
Friday. The United States and 
Japan said they would do so. 

The two governments, 
however, said their diplomats 
had mistakenly entered the 
controlled zone in the south- 
ern province of Guan^ 
while on official business; 
accused China of violating 
the Vienna Convention rules 
chi diplomatic immunity. 

Nicholas Bums, tbe State 
Department spokesman, de- 
clined to say whether the 
United States would retaliate 
for the Chinese action. Wash- 
ington was conducting “a 
thorough review of this entire 
situation.” he said. 

(Reuters, AFP) 


• rcguMons rf Trio Are Held in Massacre 


Hak Bong 


. Reuters 

SEOUL — Three retired 
South Korean anny 
all close aides of framer Pres- 
ident Chon Doo Hwan, were 
arrested Thursday on, charges 
of -involveiQept in a . brutal 
army crackdown on a dvfl re- 
volt in 1980. 

A prosecution official said 
a Seoul court issued arrest 
warrants for. a framer army 
chief of staff, Hwang Yung Si 
and two 
politicians, 
and Yoo Hak ; 

The three were close to Mr. 
Gum at the time of foe tnasr : 
sacre, in tbe city of Kwangju in 
May 1980. Acccsrizng to of- 
ficial figures, about 200 pro- 
democtacy denHwstrators 
were killed. Unofficial counts 
put foe toll much higher. 

The court rejected a call by 
prosecutors for foe arrest of 
Mr. Chun’s former body- 
guard, Chang Se Dong, and 
former . Defense Minister 
Cboe Se Chang for their roles 
in a 1979 militar y coup that 
thrust Mr. Chufo then a major 


filed Wednesday by Mr. 
Chun and foe other five ask- 
ing to clarify tire constitution- 
al validity of a special law 
enacted last month after par- 
liamentary approvaL . . 

Judge Kim said a 15-year 
statute bf limitations for Mr. 
Chun's former aides in con- 
nection wifo foe coup had ex- 
pired and because of that foe 
special tew contained *ome 
* unconstitutional” factors. 

But a Seoul court official 
said Thursday's ruling Would 
not affect the prosecution of 
Mr. Gam and another former 
president, Roh Tae Woo, be- 
cause the statute still excludes 
time served in office. 

.He .stid the court Would 
soon tnutsfer the appeal to tire 
Constitutional 'Court for a de- 
cision on the special law. . . 
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r. Mr. Chun 
been chained with mutiny 
far leading foe coup. 

In refusing to issue arrest 
warrants for Mr. Chang and 
Mr. Choe, a distiict court 
Kim Moon Gwan. said 













Top Financial Experts awarded us 
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"...KPN li tapped a 
successful year of 
Dutch offerings. The 
finesse with which 
the bank, which 
served .is global co- 
ordinalot , handled 
the transaction drew 
piaise, particularly 
since it priced the 
deal a! a premium to 
the existing stock..." 
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‘•...its much increased 
presence can be traced 
back to April 12, when 
it acquired 
Scandinavia’s Alfred 
Berg. The acquisition 
catapulted the bank up 
the equity underwriting 
league tables..." 
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"...though a relative 
newcomer to the 
region's equity 
markets, ABN AMRO 
HG Asia has 
participated in a 
number of prominent 
transactions in the 
region this year..." 
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"...an outstanding 
year for ABN AMRO 
Hoare Govctt in 
Europe's equity mar 
kets - matched bv a 
powerful showing in 
European mergers 
and acquisitions..." 




"...earlier in the year, 
the bank was involved 
in the first Middle 
Eastern independent 
power project, Al Mana 
in Oman, as an 
underwriter on an 
export credit tranche..." 
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mf "...in Asia meanwhile, 
ABN AMRO Bank is im- 
plementing a particular- 
ly ambitious expansion 
plan, it intends to in- 
crease its Asian branch 
network substantially...” 
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"...in the Americas, a 
successful l 1 Abra 
transaction - H R’s Latin 
American loan of the 
year - has been 
followed by the hank's 
selection as 

documentation agent on 
Collahuasi..." 
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"...amid extremely 
tough competition, 
the bank also 
emerged as one of 
1 1 banks chosen by 
Hong Kong's 
Provisional Airport 
Authority to arrange 
and underwrite its 

ground-breaking HK$ 
8.2bn loan..." 


"...ABN AMRO Bank 
also counts a Y25bn 
loan for LSI Logic 
Tsubuka among 
its achievements in 
the Asian region this 
vear..." 
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"...mining again 
featured in an innova- 
tive deal this year. 
The bank was a joint 
arranger in a L'S$ 300m 
export credit-backed 
Lihir gold mine loan in 
Papua New Guinea..." 
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With grateful recognition for the support of our clients, 
ABN AMRO Bank's 65,000 staff in 67 countries are proud 
to receive the ‘ BANK OF THE YEAR AWARD 1995’ 
from the International Financing Review. Our quality 



has also been recognised by Standard & Poor's upgrading 
to the exceptional AA rating and by Moody's new Top A 

OF THE YEAR 1995 Ta ^ n §- Awards in our industry indicate a harmony be- 
tween us and our clients, the essential dement of banking. 
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Reformer Takes Reins in Greece From Ailing Leader 


By Celestine Bohlen 

New York. Timet Serv ice 

ATHENS — In a break with the 
legacy of its founder and longtime 
leader, Andreas Papandreou, 
Greece's governing Socialist party 
Thursday elected one of his chief 
critics, Costas Simitis, 59, as the 
country’s prime minister. 

The election, held in closed ses- 
sion by the party’s 167 parliamen- 
tary deputies, was clinched on a 


second ballot, when Mr. Simitis 
won 86 votes to beat back a surge of 
support for Aids Tsochadzopoulos, 
a party apparatchik who was backed 
by Papandreou loyalists. 

Mr. Papandreou, 76, confined to a 
hospital bed since Nov. 20, resigned 
as prime minister on Monday, but 
remains as leader of the Panhellenic 
Socialist Movement he founded 22 
years ago, and has ruled like a will- 
ful. often capricious, patriarch. 

Mr. Simitis, a low-key lawyer 


with degrees in economics from 
Germany and the London School of 
Economics, campaigned as a pro- 
European, modernizing reformer 
who will clean up the party as it 
heads to elections in 1997. After 
leading a challenge against Mr. Pa- 
pandreou’s ruling clique last spring, 
he emerged in public opinion polls 
as the most popular of the Socialists' 
top candidates, a factor that was 
critical for his victory Thursday. 

“The majority voted for Mr. 


Simitis because their second 
thought was victory ai the next elec- 
tions." said Serafim Fytanidis. ed- 
itor of the independent newspaper 
Eleftherotypia. “The fear of losing 
power is an adhesive element." 

Mr. Fytanidis said the speeches 
that followed the elections were a 
sign that with the eclipse of Mr. 
Papandreou, Greek politics is now 
ready to move into a new era. He said 
lawmakers were “free to speak an- 
other language, more modem, more 


European. This was a muting point 
for the Greek political scene." 

In their speeches after the vote, 
Mr. Simitis and his opponents 

stressed the need for party unity and 

the importance of change. “All of 
you showed the wDl to go ahead into 
a new age,” said Mr. Simitis. Mr. 
Tsochadzopoulos. who ran neck- 
and-neck with Mr. Simitis during 
the first round of balloting, said. 
“United we can turn a new page in 
the country’s political history." 


Papandreou s Powerful Wife Is Suddenly Vulnerable 


By Celestine Bohlen 

New Yort Times Service 

ATHENS — With her husband confined 
to a hospital bed, and her rivals competing 
for the power he relinquished only two days 
ago, Dimitra Liani- Papandreou, the ■W-year- 
old wife of former Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou. is feeling alone and exposed. 

Not as exposed, perhaps, as she was last 
year when photographs from her youth, 
showing her cavorting nude on a beach with 
companions of both sexes, appeared reg- 
ularly on the front page of an Athens news- 
paper — salvos in an all-out campaign to 
keep her from inheriting any of her 76- year- 
old husband's political influence. 

But Mi mi, as she is known to headline 
writers here, is not one to give up without a 
fight. In back-to-back interviews this week, 
the former flight attendant, Mr. Papan- 
dreou ‘s third wife, has gone on the offensive, 
calling her husband's resignation a “crime" 
and her critics “small and cowardly.*’ 

She accused members of her husband's 
family of ganging up on her, even pilfering 
copies of the old photographs from her 
house. 

In the second interview, which was to 


come out Thursday but was excerpted in 
other newspapers Wednesday, she admitted 
to a self-destructive bear, which she de- 
scribed as her “kamikaze psychology." 

“I’ve been through so many things that I 
don’t really care about anything," she said. 
“What are they going to do to me? Bum me? 
Let them. Put me in jail? Let them." 

In fact, according to some here, Mrs. 
Liani - Papandre o u may be as vulnerable as 
she fears. The issue is not her past sex life, a 
subject now regarded here as old hat, but 
other questions, including the financing of 
the couple's new multimillion-dollar villa. 

Whatever else happens, many here have 
concluded that Mrs. Liani-Papandreou’s 
short-lived political career is finished. Ap- 
pointed chief of staff by her husband, she 
wielded considerable power, controlling ac- 
cess to the prime minister’s office. 

But her ambitions for a political post of her 
own. either as a member of Parliament or as 
a minister, seem to have been put to rest with 
the letter of resignation the ailing Mr. Pa- 
pandreou signed Monday evening. 

Mr. Papandreou. who ran the governing 
Panhellenic Socialist Movement with an iron 
fist until his hospitalization with pneumonia 
in November, is expected to stay on as leader 


of the party until its next congress, now 
scheduled for the summer. 

But without the power of his state office, 
and given the precarious state of his health, 
Mrs. Liani-Papandreou’s role has been re- 
duced, as one commentator put it, to that of a 
lonely figure “in the last act of an ancient 
tragedy." 

The two met in 2986 on an airplane and 
their affair soon became public, long before 
Mr. Papandreou divorced his American 
wife, Margaret. 

They married in 1989 but the relationship 
cut into the popularity of Mr. Papandreou 
and contributed to bis defeat at the polls that 
same year. 

After his political comeback in 1993, his 
wife again became an issue, and a liability for 
her already frail husband. 

“She made all political life in the country 
look ridiculous, 1 ’ said her archfoe, George 
Kouris, publisher of the newspaper Avriani. 
which began printing the compromising pic- 
tures last summer. 

“Nothing was happening without her ap- 
proval. We had a stupid woman governing 
the country under the name of Papan- 
dreou.” 

As the campaign against her picked up 


steam last fall. Mrs. iiam-Papandreou, de- 
fended by her ever-loyal husband, resisted 
the attacks, going bn television with' a 70- ■ 
minute interview in which she said she saw 
nothing wrong with swimming in the nude. 
But when her husband was first-hospitalized 
and put on life support systems at th&Onassis 
Heart Center outside Athens, her hold began 
to slip. ■ 

“Politicians from the party stopped being 
scared by Mimi as soon as he went' into the 
hospital, where different rules applied," said 
Mr. Kouris. who not long ago -was a good 
friend and ardent supporter of Mr. Papan- 
dreou. 

At one point during- Mr. Papandreou’s 
recent illness, she came down -with hepatitis 
B, which restricted her access to his bed- 
side. 

Now as Greece moves into the post-Pa- 
pandreou era, with his successor expected to 
be elected Thursday, his wife, never popular 
among voters here, may end up being the 
scapegoat for future scandals. 

“Many scandals will come out as soon as 
there is a new prime minister," Mr. Kooris 
said, “and everything that is had in die 
country will be put on Mimi. and that will be 
unfair.” 


Germans Arrest 


WelfareParty Rebuffed Again 
In Talks on Turkish Coalition 

ANKARA — The leader of Turkey’s Moihdand 
. Party. MesutYUmaz, rejeaed Thursday an offerfram fte 
pro-lslamk Welfare Party to form a coalition, effectively 
ending the Welfare Party's hopes of coming to power. 

"We told them we were not in a position to give them 
a positive answer,” Mr. YHmaz said after meeting the 
Welfare Party's leader, Nccmettifl Erbakan. - 

The rejection eases the way for Mr. YiJniaz to form a 
right-wing coalition with Tansu. CUier, tbecaretaker 
prime minis ter. She has already rejected a coalition with 
the Welfare Party. 

It finished best in elections lasr month with 158 seats m 
the 550-member Parliament but does not have die 
strength to set up a government alone. f Reuters) 

EU Wins Support on US. Beef 

STRASBOURG — The European Parliament unan- 
imously urged the European Union on Thursday to staid, 
firm in a trade dispute with, the United States by main- 
taming a ban oh imports 6f beef treated with hormones. 

The EU banned imparts of hormone-treated beef in 
1988, blocking about^lOO milHoo in UJS. meat imports 
annually. Last week, US. officials -announced that duty 
would open a grievance- procedure against the EU at the 
World Trade Organization- (API 


“What makes this 
World Business Class so special 7 


Serbian Suspect 

Agehce Fronct^Pressg- 

KARLSRUHE, Germany 
— A 34-year-old Serb sus- 
pected of taking part in geno- 
cide In Bosnia has been ar- 
rested in Munich, the federal 
court in Karlsruhe said Thurs- 
day. 

The man. who was arrested 
on Tuesday, was not iden- 
tified, but the court said he 
had been Hving in Germany 
since March 1993 and had 
been a member of a Serbian 
militia. 

He is suspected of involve- 
ment in feejktllmgs jof Mus- 
lims in the vihag® of Djed- 
jevo and Traovace in 1 992^ A 
total of 27 civilians were 
killed by Bosnian Serbian 
soldiers m the two towns. 


Juppe Offers Pkm for Shuns 

. Tto^ayafowSx>st Fran^sblighted 

urban areas, empfcasizisg tax breaks to lure businesses 
into slum neighborhoods tocreatejob^ 

His central proposal was to establish 30 “tax-free 
zones" to atoactmdnstiytsnia& bosmessand retailers into 
the most depressed areas, premising exemption Grom 
taxes and welfare. payroll dedngfioas mgfi the year 2000. 

The plm also ehvxsicG^kOlMXX) nrifrimum-wage “ur- 
ban jobs" over people aged 18 to 25 in 

cxnmmmity^tecviites in. troubled neighborhoods, muting 
work experience wife trasoing, - • .. 

The government ttSMfee KGOOiwx® poheemen and 
reassign- a. further 3,000 to dirty in high-rise suburbs, 
establish special job^rammg. centers for juvenile delin- 
quents and increase tfifc number ofarmy conscripts doing 
community servicer to^Q.Q9Qi r . . ... , (Reuters) 

Primakovif) MakeHis Debut 

• •- „• :*•;?■» u r ;■ A - «-••.- ; — -• 

Yevgeni Primakov 
will ctisgfer;. wffe-Jps Er^fs!V;c^ Herv6 de 

Gharette; 'xkXt ffcstf official meeting with a 

-WfcsteiB'ioi^^HfiEasteErr hr. :./i - 

The, vis^.% and Tuesday in 

Moscow, the ageaqr said Thursday. The 

nrirmftcrs issues ana con- 
flicts infeebfiddfe Eart an<JT3»&aja£- . . (AP) 
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-European Union cvcnts sekeduled for Friday : . 

BONN: Speech by the European Commission pres- 
ident, Jacques Sansor, on "Agenda 2000.” 

PALEJWOr Jgqmja Bcoiino, 4^ consumer affairs 
ttommissioitei 1 , takes ^Irt foaly tamference. 

DUByQ^gatfraig Fhgm,;the sodal affairs commis- 
sioner, 'speaks on soCialpqficy. Sotmaa: A$en ce Europe. AFP 
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Judge Carlo CriveUi presiding over the trial of Silvio Berlnscpni 


KLM and Northwest Airlines have a service that's in a class of its own. Experience the comfort of more legroom, seats with better recline, 
gourmet meals plus personal phone and video. Experience World Business Class. 

Contact your travel agent, your KLM or Northwest office or call +31 20 4 747 747. 


NORTHWEST 

t ^ - i r S K.LIV1 Royal Dutch Airlines 


ROME — Italy appeared 
on track Thursday for a fast 
resolution of its political cri- 
sis with the outgoing prime 
minister, Lamberto Dini. ex- 
pected to be back soon as 
head of a new government to 
oversee an ambitious par ity 
of reforms, • 

• Newspapers and politi- 
cians said they expected Pres- 
ident .Oscar Luigi Scalfaro to 
ask Mr, Dim oh Sunday or 
Monday to try to form a new 
government: . 

Its task, which could take 1 
up to two years, would be to 
oversee a cross-party drive to 
rewrite the constitution in or- 
der to create a new system of 
government feat could ‘pro- 


W o r 1 


Business 


vide the stability feat Italy has 
lacked through 54 govem- 


I a s s ! lacked throug 


ments since Worid War IL 
• Mr. Dini, a former central 
banker, resigned on Jan. 11 
after his one-year-old govern- 
ment of unelected technocrats 
lost its slender majority in the 
iragpatted Padiament,. 

Rival center-right and cen- 
ter-left blocs in fee Parliament 
have yet to reconcile views on 
reform;- including whether to 
adopt a single- or dual-round 
voting system, and how fee 
country should select hs 
prime minister in the.future. 

But politicians on both' 
sides said they believed a set- 
tle mentcould be found. - 
“There is a real chance of 
re achin g * an agreement,” 
Massimo D'Alema, leader of 
the-large Democratic Party of 
fee Left, the former Commu- 
nists, said at a meeting of re- 



oon 


gionalnarty. leaders. 

■ PierFetdinandk) Casini, a 
centrist ally of former Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi in 
the Freedom Alliance, said he, 
too, was optimistic. 

“A (teal seems possible." 
he said. "Serious Work' is un- 
der- way and I believe that 
tilings are speeding up." 

hi • Palermo, meanwhile, 
fee trial of former Prime Min- 
ister Giuiio Andreotti on 
chafes of conniving wife fee 
Mafia . -reopened- briefly 
Thursday but was postponed 
until Feb. 3. - 

’ The preaiding judge. 
Francesco Ingargiola, made a 
hnef abearance. ra court to 
announce his decision to post- 
pone fee hearing, saying one 
•of fee judges Was ill. 

... (Reuters. AP) 
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Poland Hopes to Start 
EU Talks Next Year 


The Associated Press 

BRUSSELS ■ — President Alexander 
Kwasniewski said Thursday that Poland 
hoped to open negotiations next year for 
membership in tbe European Union and 
to join by the end of the ceatmy. 

“Poland has already met a great ma- 
jority of the criteria for m emb er s h ip in 
the union," Mr. Kwasniewsld told the 
European Commission. 

Meanwhile, he suggested ***** elec- 
tions may be needed in Poland to resolve 
political turmoil sparked by allegations 
that several leading politicians spied for 

Moscow during tbe Cold War. 

. Elections would be an unfortunate 
distraction from die country's reform 
efforts, Mr. Kwasniewski said. Bm he 
added, ‘ ‘That’s the answer if the sit- 
uation gets more complicated.” 

Tbe president, a former Co m m un ist, 
spoke as centrist and conservative mem- 
bers of the Parliament in Warsaw con- 
tinued to demand the resignation of 
Prime Minister Jozef Oleksy over the 


espionage allegations. Mr. Kwasniews- 
ki asserted that critics of the government 
had no evidence to back their accu- 
sations and were unfairly exploiting the 
nation's Cold War past, 

“I am sure that during 10 years in 
politics 1 have met a lot of spies,” be 
said. 

Ending a two-day visit here, he said 
Poland had already brought many of its 
legal and economic standards into line 
with EU regulations. 

European Union leaders promised 
last month to open negotiations with 
East European coumries six months af- 
ter the completion of a review of the 
trade bloc's decision-making proce- 
dures. That review is expected to be 
completed in mid- 1997. 

Under a “very positive scenario.” 
Mr. Kwasniewsld said, Poland could 
open talks on membership in the second 
half of next year, complete them within 
about a year and jom before the and of 
the decade. 


U.S. Envoy 
In Sarajevo 

Return 

SARAJEVO. Bosnia- Herzegovina 
— Richard C Holbrooke, the U.S. en- 
voy and prime mover of the Dayton 
peace deal, flewimo Sarajevo on Thurs- 
day to see for himself whether Bosnia's 
rival factions will make the agreement 
stick. 

His visit took place less than 48 hours 
before the tint major deadline of the 
Dayton accords: the removal by mid- 
night Friday of the former warring 
armies from designated zones of sep- 
aration. 

The commander of NATO ground 
forces in Bosnia, General Michael 
Walker, said Thursday that the three 
factions had cooperated well with the 
peace Implementation Force. 

In me eti ng s with local leaders Thurs- 
day. Mr. Holbrooke, a U.S. assistant 
secretary of state, was seeking to solve 
two problems: the Bosnian Serbs’ cam- 
paign for self-rule in Sarajevo and the 
Muslim-led government's refusal to re- 
lease prisoners of war. Both stances 
contravene the Dayton accords. 


Times Square Builds a Head of Steam 

Newest Glitzy Neon Ad: Giant Cup of Instant Soup 


By Glenn Collins 

■Vm Tirr.e; Sen: -p 

NEW YORK — And now. the 
newest steamy special-effects sign in 
Times Square: a giant cup of instar.i 
soup. 

The 60-fooi-high US-meter), red 
neon advertisement, for Nisrin Cup 
Noodles, will inhabit a prime space in 
die middle of the north face of One 
Tunes Square. 

Thai is the historic building that has 
long been the Eiffel Tower of outdoor 
advertising, with its ekcmMuc-head- 
line “zipper” sign, its New Year's Eve 
ball -dropping extravaganza and its 
high-resolution Sony Jumbotron tele- 
vision screen. 

Once owned by such landlords as 
The New 1 York Times, Allied Chem- 
ical and Banque Narionale de Paris, the 
building was bought last March by 
Lehman Brothers as an investment 


property. The investment-banking 
house has rejected staidness in favor of 
abrading new advertisers to the build- 
ing in a celebration of the legacy of 
Times Square's glitz, glamour and 
gaudiness. 

Thus the soup sign. 

Steam — which' looks enough like 

smoke to make it a multipurpose spe- 
cial effect for outdoor advertisers — 
has been the engine of many great 
Times Square supersigns, or ’'spec- 
taculars." as they have traditionally 
been called. 

Unforgettable were the smoke rings 

from the old Camel sign, the aerosol 

blast from the giant Right Guard spray 
can and the puff from the giant Presto 
steam iron. 

The new sign, like many previous 
ones, will tap into the network of live- 
steam lines that crisscross midtown 
Manhattan. As an advertising come-on. 
"steam isn't that expensive, but it's a 


tremendous attention -getter,' ’ said 
Richard M. Schaps, president of Van 
Wagner Communications Inc., which 
owns or operates 34 supersigns in the 
Times Square area and isthe advertising 
representative for One Times Square. 

Times Square's last steam-driven 
spectacular was the fuming cup of 
A&P's Eight O'Clock Coflee that has 
been smoking away since its instal- 
lation at West 46 ih Street in 1992, Mr. 
Schaps said. 

Since New Year’s Eve. pedestrians 
gazing up at One Times Square have 
seen a "Coming Soon!!" notice for the 
new sign for Cup Noodles. 

The name, which is intended to sound 
colloquial but has the flavor of a rough 
translation from the Japanese, is actually 
the trademark for Nissin Food Product's 
international brand of instant soup. 

Tbe final design of the sign, which is 
estimated to cost S 1 million and will be 
installed this spring, is being debated. 
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In Mexico City, National Pawnshop Is 

By MoDy Moore means “Mountain of Pity” and is the In the 12 months since the Mexican 

and John Ward Anderson expression Mexicans use to describe a peso was devalued by 55 percent, sig- 


a Sorrowful Economic Barometer 


Washington Past Service 


MEXICO CITY — Fj»eh day they 
come bearing jewelry, television sets and 

...t - 1 I • , • - 


the rent, the grocery bill or the children’s 
schooling. 

hi the midst of die deepest recession in 
six decades, the lines outside the ornate 
stone facade of the National Pawnshop, in 
Mexico City's central square, reflect the 
extern of the economic crisis. Men in 
tailored suits and women in Hi gh heels 
and fancy dresses stand elbow to elbow 
with bearded men in ragged sweaters and 
haggard grandmothers shephe r^g 

“This bs^oton^i^^Drameter of 
the economy of die city/’ said Gabriel 
Rico Valera, spoikesman for the National 
Pawnshop or Monte de Piedad, which 


means “Mountain of Pity” and is the 
expression Mexicans use to describe a 
pawnshop. 

This one has served as lender to the 
city’s financially desperate for 220 years, 
Mr. Rico said, and this year has been a bad 
me. “What I have seen this year hurts 
me,” he sakL “People are selling their 
things just to have enough money to 
ear.” 

Despite a New Year that witnessed 
historic highs on Mexico's stock ex- 
change and brought predictions of a drop 
in a™««T inflation from 52 percent to 30 
perce nt in 1 996, many economic analysts 
say his unlikely dial many Mexicans will 
improve rbdr day-to-day lives this year. 

The weeks after tbe holiday season, 
when tire post-Christmas bills and die 
January rent have to be paid, are typically 
among the hugest for the National Pawn- 
shop, a privately operated lending in- 
stitution founded by die Roman Catholic 
Church and King Carlos m of Spain in 
1775. 


In the 12 months since the Mexican 
peso was devalued by 55 percent, sig- 
naling the plunge of the country into 
economic breakdown, a new class of poor 
has joined the slow-moving litre, clasping 
valued possessions. 

"We used to see mostly the traditional 
poor.” said Mr. Rico, noting that his 
institution's 33 branches issued 18 mil- 
lion loans in 1995 totaling 1.7 billion 
pesos or about S266 million — a 64 
percent increase in the number of loans 
over 1994. "Now the city's middle class 
has become the poor." 

According to a survey by the U.S. 
Embassy, the Mexican recession is the 
worst since 1932. People who managed to 
keep their jobs lost purchasing power to 

inflation. 

Minimum salaries in 1995 rose 32 per- 
cent. according to the Work Congress, a 
federal agency, but prices far basic con- 
sumer items raced ahead at 65 percent 

Credit-card companies responded to 
tbe collapsing economy and peso by rais- 


ing their interest rates to more than 100 
percent, panicking members of the mid- 
dle class, who had borrowed heaviiy 
when the overvalued peso made foreign 
goods too cheap to resist The bargains of 
1994 became the budget busters of 1995. 
as companies repossessed cars, television 
sets and other luxury hems from Mex- 
icans suddenly unable to cover even in- 
terest payments on their bills. 

Despite the general sense of despair on 
the streets of Mexico City, financial man- 
agers and investors have been fairly up- 
beat in recent weeks, sending the stock 
market to record highs. Indeed, analysts 
predict that inflation will drop in 1996, the 
value of the peso will stabilize and the 
economy will stan to grow again. 

"There is a disconnect between 
pocketbook realities and financial op- 
timism about the future," said Delal 
Baer, director of the Mexico project ai 
the Center for Strategic and Inter- 
national Studies in Washington, not- 
ing that stock market investors are gen- 


erally focused on a longer-range pic- 
ture. 

"At a minimum, it could mean we’ve 
touched bottom. Thai’s not much, but 
when you're looking at real wage declines 
of 30 percent and daily waves of 
bankruptcies, it’s something," die said. 
“For 1996, the best-case scenario is that 
you don't lose income, you don't lose 
your job. and you begin the process to get 
back to where you were a year ago." 

Even that lukewarm view is difficult 
for many Mexicans to buy. 

When Juan Jos£ Arellano, 37, lost his 
job as a building engineer six months 
ago, he was suddenly saddled with car 
payments he could not afford and about 
S2.700 in credit card loans he could not 
repay. Now he is on the run from cred- 
itors while trying to get his financial 
house in order, but it is almost im- 
possible. he said. He cannot sell the car, 
and the bank refuses to repossess it. 
demanding the money. Meanwhile, if 
he restructures his credit card debt. 


Mr. Arellano calculates, h will double. 

“I had to withdraw my children from 
private school and put diem in a public 
one, and h really depresses me that the 
education of my children has to suffer 
because of my kxmomic situation,” he 
said. "I didn't have money for gifts this 
Christmas. I only went to the center of the 
city so my kids could see how the streets 
were decorated.” 

Mr. Arellano and others place most of 
the blame on the government. They com- 
plain that officials had falsely persuaded 
them that Mexico had developed into a 
secure economy, only to botch the 1994 
devaluation and set off a downward spi- 
ral. 

A measure of the domestic and in- 
ternational pessimism can be found in the 
level of foreign investment here. For- 
eigners invested $56.4 billion in Mexican 
markets in 1994 on the basis of the coun- 
try’s reputation as a hot emerging market. 
But Iasi year, they cut their investments in 
half, to S28 billion. 
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Go to the Mass Graves 


International investigators believe 
that the bodies of thousands of victims 
of Bosnian Serb “ethnic cleansing” 
are buried in some 15 to 20 mass graves 
in Serbian-held areas of Bosnia. These 
grave sites and the evidence that they 
may contain could be crucial to the 
prosecution of Serbian officials for war 
crimes. The sires must be preserved. 
Local Serbian authorities have been 
doing their best to keep outsiders away, 
leading investigators to suspect that 
incriminating evidence may soon be 
compromised or eliminated. 

Last week U.S. Defense Secretary 
.William Perry announced that NATO 
forces not needed for peacekeeping 
duties would be made available to es- 
cort war crimes investigators to these 
contested sites. Mr. Perry is right to 
have NATO take on this responsibility 
until an international police force in 
Bosnia is assembled and can take over 
the job. The use of NATO troops for 
this purpose is consistent with the 
terms of the Dayton peace agreement 
and NATO's rules of engagement in 
Bosnia. Meaningful war crimes inves- 
tigations and prosecutions are critical 
to the ultimate success of the peace 
agreement Establishing the legal re- 
sponsibility of specific individuals for 
war crimes is the best safeguard against 
the ethnic vendettas that have bled the 


Balkans for generations. While Bosni- 
an Serb leaders like Radovan Karadzic 
and Ratko Mladic and some of their 
commanders and prison camp guards 
already stand indicted for killings and 
torture, other Bosnian Serbs have es- 
caped detection and investigation. 

Unfettered investigation of war 
crimes can also help to heal Bosnia. 
If the guilty are identified and pun- 
ished , innocent Serbs will have less 
reason to fear indiscriminate retribu- 
tion, making them more likely to co- 
operate with the preservation of what 
remains of a multiethnic Bosnia. 

Ideally, most of the work on war 
crimes should be done by International 
civilian police operating with the clear 
support of the United States and other 
countries involved in securing the 
Bosnian peace. That is the American 
and European plan. But die recent dis- 
closure about possible mass graves re- 
quires immediate investigation. 

NATO's Bosnia force will be judged 
primarily by how successfully it es- 
tablishes the agreed boundaries and how 
well it keeps to its exit timetable of 
approximately 12 months. But it can and 
should help deliver on the international 
commitment to see that war crimes are 
investigated and that persons respon- 
sible are brought to justice. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


India, Right and Wrong 


Last month, people in the American 
.government suspected, on the basis of 
“intelligence leaks,” that India was 
preparing its first nuclear test since 
.1974. Now they no longer think so. Just 
how real or imminent the prospect was 
, is uncertain. The Indians never stopped 
denying that they ever had a test in 
.mind. American intelligence, center- 
ling apparently on activity at a test site, 
did not establish Indian government 
intent. But there is no question about 
how disruptive an Indian (or Pakistani) 
test would be to relations between 
I these intensely distrustful, nuclear-ca- 
.pable neighbors and to global efforts to 
limit the spread of nuclear arms. 

; In fact, the Indians do not wish to be 
‘congratulated on their restraint They 
fear that praise would deepen two of- 
fensive perceptions — or, they would 
say, misperceptions. One is that they 
'needed to be restrained in the first 

S lace, and the other is that the United 
tates did the restraining. National 
.pride, not to speak of the government’s 
Hindu nationalist opposition, shape 
New Delhi’s discretion. American of- 
ficials are at pains to go along. 

The rest of us. however, can say 
what we think. India, with what is 
commonly believed to be an unde- 
clared bomb program, and Pakistan, 
with its declared program, are a pow- 
der keg. They act responsibly and in 
their own interest and everyone clse's 
when they avoid further steps along the 
nuclear path — a new test, a new 


missile design or deployment, a new 
strategic purchase, whatever. 

The United States encourages India 
and Pakistan to embrace the interna- 
tional treaty banning all nuclear tests; 
the ban is scheduled to go into effect 
this year. But India, believing itself to 
be i he South Asian superpower, is triply 
rankled — to be asked to forgo testing 
while France and China still test, and 
while the United States sits with an 
arsenal so huge and advanced as to 
require no more testing; to be expected 
to accept the test ban as a nuclear 
“have-not” (some would have India 
declare a bomb just so it could then ask 
to join the test ban with the presumed 
status of a nuclear “have”); and to be 
expected to sign a ban before the big 
nuclear powers have accepted the long- 
time Indian demand for a timetable for 
elimination of all nuclear aims. 

The Indians are right in saying that 
the test ban is discriminatory. It le- 
gitimizes the bombs of the original five 
nuclear powers and asks the rest of the 
world to forfeit all nuclear ambitions. 
Still, while it might injure Indian pride 
to accept the test ban, it would serve 
India's security interests and help calm 
its home region and beyond. It would 
give India and others a platform from 
which to continue pressing for further 
disarming by the nuclear states. Think 
about it, Washington quietly advises 
Delhi. So far, Delhi isn't signing, but it 
isn't testing, either, and it shouldn’t 
—THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Flat Tax? Not This Time 


A commission appointed by the Re- 
publican leadership in Congress en- 
dorsed the idea of a flat tax on Wednes- 
day, but ducked proposing anything 
specific. That allowed the commission 
to accentuate the positive, sidestep the 
negative and give voters a distorted 
prism through which to view its idea. 

A flat income tax would replace the 
current code's escalating schedule of 
tax races with a single rate for rich and 
poor families alike. It would simplify 
business and personal tax forms, tax 
consumption rather than investment 
and wipe out special-interest loopholes 
that have poisoned the attitude of mil- 
lions of Americans toward taxes. 

But flat taxes have a glaring fault 
They lower tax burdens on the richest 
families and raise them on many mid- 
dle-class families. Most flat-tax plans 
would also eliminate tax subsidies for 
low-income housing and low-paid 
workers. Shutting off tax breaks for the 
poor at a time when Congress is as- 
saulting every spending program for 
low-income families borders on the 
unconscionable. 

Under typical flat-tax plans, indi- 
viduals would pay a tax of about 20 
percent on wages and pension income 
and would lose most deductions. Cor- 
porations would pay tax on capital 
income (dividends and interest), elim- 
inating the need for individuals to keep 
track of these payments. Business 
would also pay tax on fringe benefits, 
such as health insurance, that go to 
workers. Investment would be spurred 
by allowing corporations to deduct im- 
mediately die full cost, rather than 


spreading deductions over the life of 
the plant orapiipment. 

But such incentives would shift tax- 
es away from wealthy shareholders. 
Had the commission acknowledged 
this problem, it might have pondered 
solutions. For example, it could have 
preserved most of die simplicity, loop- 
hole elimination and pro-investment 
features of its idea and yer given up its 
flatness — imposing higher rates on 
salaries of wealthy individuals and 
thereby restoring much of the progres- 
sivity to the current code. 

There would still be a need to reach 
super-wealthy investors — who might 
account for only about 5 percent of 
taxpayers, but who now pay almost 50 
percent of total income tax payments 
— perhaps by stiffening estate taxes. 
Instead, the commission proposed 
eliminating them. 

The commission was appointed be- 
cause the Republicans smelled a ral- 
lying cry for the fall elections. But will 
middle-class taxpayers still like the 
idea when they learn that it might kill 
their beloved mortgage interest deduc- 
tions or further enrich Steve Forbes? 

The fact that Bob Dole is reticent 
virtually guarantees that the fiat tax will 
go nowhere any time soon. Perhaps 
after the election Congress can do what 
the commission did not — take a se- 
rious look ar simplifying and improving 
(he income tax code. That may mean 
tinkering with details. It might mean a 
radical overhaul that stimulates invest- 
ment but pays attention to equity. It will 
nol mean a Forbes-style flat tax. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
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Removing the Veils From East Asian Corruption 

t— ' _ n*..L !r imaKIa f nr OTSlft in 


H ONG KONG —Two framer pres- 
idents of Souih Korea are in prison 
for taking massive bribes. Some 20 
South Koreans have been sentenced to 
jail after a department store collapsed, 
killing more than 500. Among those 
incarcerated are the store's 72-year-old 
proprietor, his son and the official they 
bribed to let them flout building codes. 

Although shocking to outsiders and 
perhaps to the new Korean middle 
class, such offenses are remarkable in 
East Asia chiefly for their magnitude. 
Nonetheless, every president of South 
Korea from the first. Syngman Rhee, 
has been up to his elbows in the public 
trough, as have his subordinates. 

Yet Koreans are fundamentally no 
more corrupt than other East Asians. 
They are only more reckless and 
marginally more voracious. Why is 
corruption on a very large scale en- 
demic in East Asia, the fastest growing 
economic region in the world? 

Malaysia, Thailand, the Philippines 
and Indonesia were not primarily 
shaped by the teachings of the ancient 
Chinese political philosopher Confu- 
cius. In those non-Confucian countries, 
the aura of semi-divinity that clothes 
the ruler — whether raja or king, as in 
the past, or president or prime minister 
today — has sanctioned corrupt prac- 
tices. Because they are so far above the 
people, the ruler and his ministers are 
virtually required to take whatever they 
want They often do so. 

In Conftician Asia — Korea, Japan, 
China. Vietnam and Taiwan — another 
imperative operates. Since his primary 
Confucian duty is to his family, every 
official is expected to take graft so that 
he can support his kinfolk lavishly. 


By Robert Elegant 


The two imperatives can, of course, 
operate at toe same time. Prosperity 
aod c ontinuing growth in non-Con- 
fucian Asia are in good part due to 
businessmen of Chinese descent, the 
so-called overseas Chinese. 

Not only in Asia is corruption often a 
companion, or stimulant, of economic 
expansion. There are plenty of Western 
examples. Think of New York City un- 
der Tammany or Chicago under the 
Daleys. Above all, think of toe United 
States in the Last half of toe 19th century, 
when railroad builders, bankers, indus- 
trialists and land developers grabbed 
whatever they wanted, with ass stance 
from corrupt officials. That notorious 
era inspired toe antitrust laws, designed 
to protect the public by curbing col- 
lusion among the robber barons and by 
hobbling venal officials. Yet that era laid 
the foundations for toe subsequent pros- 
perity of the United States. 


Today as to f 

participation in government directly af- 
fects the extent of corruption. Beijing’s 
Communistnders believe that they can 
cuitail widespread graft in China and 
assure economic growth by harsh au- 
thoritarian means. They are wrong. 

Taiwan functions in relation to main- 
land rTiina like a control group in a 
scientific experiment The more demo- 
cratic Taiwan becomes, toe less venal it 

is up to an irreducible mi ni mu m , 

which has not yet been readied. 

The extraordinary exception is neo- 
Confucian Singapore, which is virtu- 
ally corruption-free. The strong hand 
of Senior Minister Lee Khan Yew has 
wrought that quasi-miracle. 

Other Asian countries are recogniz- 
ing that toe stringent “guidance” that 
directed die early stages of their eco- 
nomic breakthrough is no longer ef- 
fective. Local initiative is now more 
efficient, and deo mrraiiT a tin n of autocr- 


fostered by rapid economic growth. 


It Offends the Conscience of Any Society 


T N the West, the criticism against the 
X powers that be is vigorous. But 
Asians should not be seen as being 
completely benign toward tile holders 


of public office. 
The r 


recent revelations about cor- 
ruption in high places in certain coun- 
tries exemplify this growing trend in 
Asia — where business as usual is fast 
becoming unusoaL 

It certainly exposes toe venality of 
Asian governments. But corruption 
knows no national boundaries. The 


malady afflicts societies. East and 
West, as evident in no less sensational 
exposes in Europe and the push for 
election funding reform in the United 
Stares. Corruption is essentially a 
moral issue that offends the conscience 
of any society. 

— From a speech by Anwar 
Ibrahim, deputy prime minister of 
Malaysia, at the Second Pacific 
Dialogue, in Kuala Lumpur, between 
official and private participants from 
Asia and the United States. 


South Korea is notable for graft in a 
generally camrpt East Asia. Penraps* 
however, tire reckless candor of South 
Koreans makes them appear more ve- 
naL Both statements are true. 

Until toe 20to century, Koreans were 
battered by rfrefr neighbors — 
Japanese, Mongol and Manchu. Their 
overriding concern was survival by any 
means, including conupt practices. 
Taken over by Japan at the beginning 
of tiriscentmy, they defied authority by 
slyness and tty deeds that were, ai least 
formally, criminal. It was patriotic to 
break the laws made by the Japanese. 

Freed in 1945. toe Koreans were 
next battered by a cavil war. They were 
thereafter guided toward independence 
and prosperity by dictatorial presidents 
who were notably corrupt. 

Although not the only such male- 
factors. South Korean units in the Viet- 
nam War were spectacularly venal. 
They used their trucks to take away from 
PX stores countless television and hi-fi 
sets, motorcycles, appliances, liquor 
and cigarette cartons to sell on the black 
market. They sold rice, a key staple 
food, to their enemies, the Viet con g. 

That was corruption carried to a 
nearly suicidal pitch. Yet widespread 
graft is, in the long run. always suicidal 
iiptesc checked by democratic controls. 
Just ask the Chinese Nationalists on 
Taiwan. Their rule of mainland China 
was destroyed by corruption — as had 
been toe rule of every imperial Chinese 
dynasty before them. 

The writer, a former Asia corre- 
spondent and author of “ Pacific Des- 
tiny,” contributed this comment to the 
International Herald Tribune. 


Seeking an Enlarged Purpose for France’s Nuclear Deterrent 


P ARIS — France’s offer to 
somehow share its nuclear 
umbrella with European partners 
was more than a passing attempt 
to counter protests against re- 
newed testing, as widely sup- 
posed. Archives show that the 
idea of cooperation with Ger- 
many on nuclear arms goes back 
to the Fourth Republic. 

An agreement was signed on 
April 8. 1958, by French De- 
fense Minister Jacques Chaban- 
Delmas and German Defense 
Minister Franz- Joseph Strauss 
for joint construction of an iso- 
tope separation plant as toe step 
to making an H-bomb. After he 
returned to power in June 1958, 
Charles de Gaulle discovered 
toe secret accord, also signed by 
Italy. He quickly canceled it, 
and France went on to build toe 
plant at Pienelatte on its own. 

Moscow had indicated that it 
would consider the develop- 
ment of a German bomb a casus 
belli. But the reasoning which 
underlay the French-German 
approach persists. The end of 
the Cold War has not yet 
changed nuclear strategy to toe 
degree that many suppose. 


By Flora Lewis 


France will probably hold 
one more test in the current se- 
ries. Then it has promised to 
accept a zero-level comprehen- 
sive test ban, which will help 
President Bill Clinton, in us 
commitment to the ban, against 
Pentagon arguments to exempt 
very low-level tests. 

But France has made quite 
clear that it is determined to 
continue relying on nuclear de- 
terrence. The declared purpose 
of the tests was to assure that 
that strategy can be maintained. 

Fitting it into plans for a fu- 
ture European defense is an 
enormous problem, however. 
French experts have begun to 
talk of “concerted deterrence.’ ’ 
a formula for including partners 
without giving them actual con- 
trol of weapons. 

Over the years, the United 
States faced the same dilemma, 
as European allies oscillated be- 
tween fears that the American 
guarantee would not hold and 
that America would expose them 
by being too trigger-happy. Pres- 
ident John Kennedy proposed a 


“multilateral force,” atomic- 
armed ships with Tmiltrnatinrml 
crews. It was seen as an un- 
workable gimmick and sunk be- 
fore launch. 

NATO settled for consulta- 
tions in a regular planning 
group and a “dual-key” system 
for allies who accepted Amer- 
ican nukes on their soiL Both 
the host and the United States 
would have to agree, or the 
weapon could not be fired. But 
strategic missiles were not cov- 
ered, and that is the crucial issue 
as battlefield and shorter-range 
arms are being phased out 

The secret history shows that 
already in the late 1950s, Ger- 
many thought of looking to 
France for access to its own 
nuclear weapons, at least sup- 
plementary to if not in place of 
the American guarantee. 

Based on what has been re- 
leased so far from French and 
German archives, and cm care- 
ful reading of statesmen’s 
memoirs, Georges- Henri Sou- 
tou concludes that at least some 
top officials in Paris, Bonn and 


Rome were thinking of building 
weapons together. 

• He writes in a book entitled 
“France and toe Atom,” pub- 
lished in Brussels in 1994 but 
little noticed. The evidence he 
finds indicated that Chancellor 
Konrad Adenauer knew about 
the Chaban-Stxauss document 
and did not object, /although he 
sought to distance himself so that 
he could deny involvement. 

Germany had pledged in the 
1955 Treaty of. Pirns not go 
make atomic weapons. But Mr. 
Soutou points out that tire fine 
print adds the words “on. its 
soil,” and the agreement pro- 
vided far toe work to be done in 
France. Adenauer kept his op- 
tions open, Mr. Soutou notes. 

ft is not clear how much toe 
Americans knew. They were 
somewhat informed, but vague- 
ly and belatedly, and apparently 
had not reacted by the time de 
Gaulle called it aD off. Presum- 
ably. toe Russians rfidn’t know. 

The plan was sparred by toe 
development of intercontinental 
missiles and . Sputnik, which 
made the Europeans worry that 
America would seek to “sanc- 


tuarize” itself by limiting any 
nuclear exchange with toe So- 
viets to Europe. U-S. interven- 
tion forcing an end to the Suez 
war in 1956 also was taken as a 
sign of a diluted U.S. guarantee. 

Once again, with the rise of 
unilateralism or isolationism in 
America and questions about 
NATO's future, Europeans 
wonder how much mare they 
must look to their own defense. 

The circumstances have vast- 
ly changed. The Soviet Union 
and the Warsaw Pact have col- 
lapsed. Germany is united. The 
European Union has consoli- 
dated to the point of seeking a 
defense dimension. France is 
moving closer to NATO, but 
also seeking an enlarged pur- 
pose for its nuclear force. 

Nuclear weapons and nuclear 
strategy are not going away. So 
it is just as important as ever to 
focus on arms reduction and 
control, agreements to reduce 
the incentive to escape con- 
straints. If Germany had got 
near to owning nuclear weapons 
a generation ago, we would not 
be where we are now. 

© Flora Lewis. 


NATO Is Looking South, and Mideast Peace Stands to Gain 


S ANTA MONICA. Califor- 
nia — NATO’s member 
states have begun to look south- 
ward. Focusing cm six “dia- 
logue states” — Mauritania, 
Morocco. Tunisia, Egypt. Israel 
and Jordan — NATO’s new 
Mediterranean initiative is more 
complex and perhaps more far- 
reaching than many realize. 

The role that this effort could 
play in stabilizing relations 
across the Mediterranean and 
the Middle East is potentially 
quite powerful. 

Any view of NATO as a se- 
curity arrangement made obso- 
lete by the end of the Cold War 
is outmoded. For toe leadership 
has come to realize that security 
arrangements are untenable 
without political, economic and 
social concomitants. 


By Jerrold D. Green, F. Stephen Larrabee and Ian O. Lesser 


Relations among toe littoral 
states of the Mediterranean are 
tense. The North African states 
want economic development 
Their European neighbors to 
toe north want to keep migra- 
tion and security risks at bay. 
NATO, correctly, wants to 
help. In doing so it is under- 
lining a new geopolitical real- 
ity: the old distinctions between 
European and Middle Eastern 
security have evaporated. 

All sides recognize a prob- 
lem, none has the answer. Yet 
NATO’s recognition that dia- 
logue unto these troubled states 
is a prerequisite to resolution of 
the problem is laudable. All rel- 
evant states have a vested in- 
terest both in regional security 


and in toe internal stability of 
the dialogue states themselves. 
As a security organization, NA- 
TO can be most effective by 
preventing conflicts from 
breaking out in toe first place, 
rather than by trying' to affect 
them once they have begun. 

Just such an anticipatory role 
is needed before conflict erupts 
on toe two sides of the Mediter- 
ranean or toe dialogue fails be- 
tween Israel and Syria. 

A NATO-sponsored dia- 
logue that includes both Israel 
and Syria has a great deal to 
recommend it NATO’s 16 
member states will have a high- 
ly public and visible stake in 
supporting and even enhancing 
the Arab-Israeli peace effort 


Persecution Carried to Extremes 


B OSTON — From the mo- 
ment Bill Clinton took of- 
fice, Republicans set out to 
destroy his legitimacy. Their 
method was to attack his hon- 
or, principally through charges 
about the long-ago land (teal 
known as Whitewater. 

Three years and innumer- 
able investigations later, Mr. 
Qintoo has not been shown to 
have done anything wrong in 
Whitewater. One charge after 
another has evaporated. But 
toe Whitewater accusation 
machine grinds on. 

Senator Alfonse D’ Amato, 
the NewYork Republican who 
chairs a committee on the sub- 
ject announces that a docu- 
ment will show something ter- 
rible. The press breathlessly 
reports that — and fails to 
point out that the document 
when produced, is not what 
Mr. D* Amato said it was. 

The D* Amato performance 
is right out of toe Joe Mc- 
Carthy book: Promise horrors 
and prove nothing. But there is 
a big difference. Hie press 
cottoned on to McCarthy and 
checked out what he said. On 
Whitewater, the press too of- 


By Anthony Lewis 


ten seems an eager accom- 
plice of the accusers. 

The performance of the 
press is especially troubling. 
Some of the coverage of 
Whitewater reads as if toe re- 
porters or editors were com- 
mitted to finding something 
wrong — as if they ted an 
investment in the story. 

The other day copies of 
missing records from toe Rose 
Law Firm in Arkansas, in 
which Hillary Rodham Clin- 
ton was a partner, were found. 
Mrs. Clinton had said she did 
“minimal" legal work for 
Madison Guaranty, a failed 
savings and loan owned by 
Janies McDougal, toe White- 
water developer. 

Mr. D’Amaio said the 
records raised “serious ques- 
tions’ 7 about Mrs. CHnton. He 
spoke of “conduct that bor- 
ders on contempt, obstruction 
and false statements.” 

The records actually 
showed that over 15 months 
Mrs. Clinton billed Madison 
$6,000 for 60 hours of work. 


less than an hour a week. Fora 
suable law firm, that was a 
small account. 

I have hardly been an ardent 
admirer of Bill Qmton. I have 
written critically about his 
performance as president, on 
Bosnia and other issues. But 
personal attack is another 
thing. When it is carried to toe 
extremes it has been in White- 
water, it is not just Mr. Clinton ■ 
who suffers. It is toe country. 

“That’s part of the terri- 
tory.” Mrs. Clinton said in her 
interview with Barbara Wal- 
ters on ABC television. In oth- 
er words, anyone in public of- 
fice these days can expect to 
be vilified. 

The president, confir ming 
that toe cost of defending him- 
self had left him essentially 
bankrupt, said in a recent press 
conference that he had no 
complaint. 

But do we really want to be 
that kind of country? ft is time 
for Americans — the press 
and toe public — to step back 
and say; None of this is ger- 
mane to the public business. 
Enough is enough. 

The New York Tima. 


And any security arrangements 
between Israel and Syria win 
have toe added benefit of help- 
ing to promote a wider, regional 
strategic understanding that in- 
cludes virtually all leading ac- 
tors around the Mediterranean. 

Expanded outreach by NATO 
to toe sooth will not lead to a 
Marshall Plan, but it could pro- 
mote toe types of security and 
regional understanding that 
would be essential to toe future. 

Suspicions will have to be 
overcome in Arab states fearful 
of closer involvement with NA- 
TO members, some of which 
once colonized toe states in- 
volved in toe current dialogue. 
Old anti-Western attitudes, es- 
pecially in relation to toe Arab- 
Israeli conflict; persist in many 
quarters. Ill-judged theorizing 
about a “clash of civilizations” 
has made matters worse. 

Buttimes change, as do at- 
titudes: And now that NATO is 
headed by a former Spanish for- 
eign minister, Xavier Solana, its 
dialogue with potential Medi- 


terranean partners may inten- 
sify. Morocco is closer to Eu- 
rope than it is to die Fertile 
Crescent, and Israel and Syria 
have everything to gain and tit- 
tle to lose from reaching an un- 
derstanding with one another. 

- As NATO looks southward, 
it can play a positive role on two 
fronts. It can help stabilize 
north-south relations across the 
Mediterranean. It can also bring 
its expertise and credibility to 
bear in confidence building be- 
tween toe remaining adversaries 
in toe Arab-Israeh conflict. 

Above all, it can make an 
Israeli-Syrian peace more at- 
tractive by providing a link to a 
wider, trans-Atlantic security 
system spanning old regional 
boundaries. In political terms, 
ax least, the distance from Dam- 
ascus to Brussels is getting 
shorter every day. 

The writers are senior mem- 
bers cf the International Policy 
Department at the Rand Cor- 
poration. They contributed this 
comment to the International 
Herald Tribune. 


IN OUR PAGES: 100. 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 


1896: Cubans 9 Rights 

LONDON — A motion will be 
made inihe House ofCommons 
for toe granting of belligerent 
nghts to the Cuban insurgents. 

. The motion will be made by Mr. 

O’Kelly. He has approached the 
Foreign Office on behalf of 
some Cuban gentlemen, who 
have been arrested by the 
British authorities, in contra- 
vention, it is alleged, of all in- 
ternational law. The Cubans un- 
der arrest had only landed on 
tiie Magna a few hours before 
they were conducted in custody 
on a British warship. 

1921: Limit Lobbying 

PARIS ■ — {The Herald says in 
an Editorial:] There is “lobby- 
ing" and “lobbying.” That is to 
say that some, of it is legitimate 
and some of it is not. The right of 
the American citizen to ap- 
the Representative or 

from his district or State 


is undoubted. For the other kind, 
which is purely selfish, often 
greedy and almost as often cor- 
rupL some means of suppression 
would surely be a Godsend. Sen- 
ator Kenyon’s proposed mea- 
sure requiring all “lobbyists” to 
register their names and the in- 
terests they represent may be a 
move in the right direction. 

1946: Gromyko’s 'No 1 

LONDON — - Andrei A. Gromy- 
ko of tiie Soviet delegation to toe 
General Assembly made a 
speech today [Jan. 181 rejecting 
attempts to revise the United Na- 
tions Charter and demanding an 
end to maneuvers to mobilize toe 
small powers as a balance 
against the “Big Five.” Mr. 
Gromyko asked that toe revision 
of the 'Charter be “decisively 
rejected fry ail throe who are not 
merely by words but by action 
tiying to build up strong and 
effective machinery for the 
maintenance of security." 
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OPINION/LETTERS 


Rating Clinton’s Address: 
A Free, Unbiased Guide 


By WBtiam Safire 


TlTASHINGTON -W 
t V dent Bill Clinton mri _a. 
small cadre of aides axe feverishly 
fini s h ing the State of the Union 

ad*ess for presesatadoo to an op- 
position Congress next Tuesday. 

Here is a grade, nonpartisan to 
the point of Olympian, pro viding 
criteria to help viewers judge the 
oitfy reporting event mandated by 
the constitution. 

1. Does he inspire cxathdeoce? 
We remember RooaMKeaganfor 
mormng-in- America optnmsm, 
Jimmy Carter far eat-yonr-peas 
pessimism. Wift Republicans de- 
liberately downbeat about badger - 
“ J ~atofa 


recesaon if be feii> to make a 
(teal, Mr. CHnmn nniff counter 
with confidence, in iitemric and 
demeanor, without misleading! * 

2. Does he speak to the politi- 
cians in die hall or the people at 
home? In the television era, pres- 
idents have used the House, of 
Representatives merely as a col- 
orful forum for a speech to die 
camera. But this time the ora- 
torical challenge to Mr. Clinton, 
in the midst of the budget ne- 
gotiations, is to play to both ball 
and home. People in their living 
rooms are both the target audi- 
ence and onlookers at a dramatic 
confrontation; Mr. Clinton must 
be able to carom off Congress to 
land die ball in our pocket. 

3. Does he put the story in the 
key word? Traditionally the pres- 
ident says, “The State of the 
Union is (fill in adjective).’’ In 
hard times, the word is a reas- 
suring “sound”; in better times, 
the word of choice, in both its 
senses, is “good.” Gerald ford's 
assessment in troubled 1975 was 
stunningly honest “not good.” 
Mr. Clinton cannot be too honest 
(“The State of the Union, as we 
all know, is pretty confused”); . 
more Kkely, he win go for a word 
like “strong.” 

4. Does be look backward or 
forward? George Bosh’s failure 
of vision in his election-year SO- 
TO made his presidency seem to 
have run out of gas. Beyond tak- 
ing credit for a low-inflation 
economy, for Mr. Clinton to offer . 
a litany of domestic achieve- 
ments in this year of gridlock and 
shutdown would be risible; tin's 
speech must focus on the future, 
mowing why a second term is 
needed — without insulting Con- 
gress to its face. 


5. Is he just political 
without appearing partisan? 
fall campaign theme will be: 
“Without me and my veto, those 


our helpless old folks, pollute i 
envintontent and slam thesdiool- 
house door.” But in next week’s 
dignified setting, be must put his 
vetoes positively, as invitations 
.to improve legislation to name 
painlessly bring about an agreed 
of a balanced budget. In 


6. Does he inoculate himself 
from valid canm aiga cri tici sm of 
preserviog the Ailed welfare 3ys~ 
tem? This is the triace, looking 
ahead, to try to redefine “ending 
welfare as we know R” — when 
die nation knows be stymied that 
promised reform. 

7. Does he in a nonpa rt i sa n 
way exploit the foreign affairs 
schism m the Republican ranks? 
Last weefcmd’s 3 -hour photo op 
in Bosnia, posing in a military 
jacket, was done just in time to set 
up a cl aim of world leadership 

. and defense readiness in tins 
speech. The peacemaker of the 
Middle East, Ireland aid Haiti 
will publicly praise internation- 
alises like Bob Dole and Newt 
Gi n g ri ch — they ’ll smile but hale. 
it — thereby driving deeper the 
wedge between them and Repub- 
lican iyriatiftnMfg- 

8. Will he develop his centrist 
theme of personal responsibility 
or start ronnmg prematurely as the 
defender of the needy against the 
greedy? If beeaa seonod us of our 
duties to one another as mdivid- 
imfc, aid of onr coDective duty to 
educate the young and fight aitne 
and respect our differences, then 
be can stay on that high road until 
. it becomes necessary fix him, lat- 
ter in die campaign, to exploit fear 
and foment class division. 

9- Is be straining tO milk ap- 
plause? Fourteen mienuptions of 
applause and one spontaneous 
sliding ovation from Democrats 
is about right for a 40-minute 
SOTO. 

10. Does he have a heart- 
strings- tugger in the balcony? 
Mr. Reagap was master of this 
visuaT pointmaker. Look for 
something Ske a salute to die first 
lady seated next to our. first 
Bosnian casualty, which may be 
schmaltzy but is entirely appro- 
priate in tins patriotic .setting. 

The New Tori Tones. 



The Solitary Pleasures 
Of Winter’s Literature 


Bv Colman McCarthy 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Stalin’s Double Cross? 

Regarding “World War III? 
Stalin Was Willing" (Dec. 21): 
Stalin was not necessarily will- 
ing to face Weald War IQ, as 
suggested by the article. Instead, 
he may well have masterminded 
the U.S. -China confrontation of 
the early 1950s. 

The exchange of messages be- 
tween Stalin and Mao reveals a 
hesitant Mao who was made to 
believe that die Communist pow- 
ers would be stronger than the 
United States, and who thereupon 
changed his mind and, within a 
week, invaded North Korea. 

To discover the full story of 
Stalin's stratagem, however, one 
should review events in a broader 
context. His first ploy was to fa- 
cilitate the establishment of die 
Unified Command (U.S.). the so- 
called UN Forces, by not being 
present to block the Security 
Council's decision with Russia's 
veto. Thus. U.S. deployment in 
Korea was sanctioned. 

Initially. Mao was hesitant and. 
according to a recent version of an 
Ocl 2, 1950, message, feared “an 
open conflict between the United 
States and China as a conse- 
quence of which the Soviet Union 
can also be dragged into war.” 
“We will be stronger than the 
United States," replied Stalin cm 
OcL 7. According to information 
discovered in 1992, Statin also 
made Mao believe that he would 


provide air cover if China at- 
tacked. Mao was convinced and a 
week later invaded North Korea. 

By the time the invasion took 
place, however, there were no 
Russians. Stalin double-crossed 
Mao, reneging on the promised air 
cover and leaving China to face the 
United States and its allies alone. 

After three years, the United 
States withdrew. All that was left 
for Chin a to do was to rewrite 
history to save face for having 
hesitated initially, as reflected in 
the original text of Mao’s Ocl 2, 
1950, message. The copy in the 
Chinese archives was changed 
to ponray a determined Mao 
throughout This explains why 
the Russian version is correct. 

JAN SCHUMACHER. 

Paris. 

No Novice 

To call Wataru Kubo, nomi- 
nated as the new Japanese finance 
minister, a former secondary 
school teacher with no experience 
in government ("Novice to Lead 
Japan Finance Ministry," Jan. 
II) is like calling Ross Perot a 
former salesman or Newt Gin- 
grich a former college teacher. 

Mr. Kubo was a high school 
teacher only until 1963. Then, af- 
ter 11 years in the Kagoshima pre- 
fecture! assembly, he was elected 
to the upper house in 1974. Since 
then, he has been active in national 
politics as a leading member of the 


Socialist: Pany.Sociai Democratic 
Party. As his party was. until re- 
cently. almos always in opposi- 
tion, he had never been in gov- 
ernment He is, however, regarded 
as an expert on financial matters 

— he is by far die best in his party 

— and was finance minister in the 
shadow cabinet. 

I am proud to have been in one 
of die few classes he taught in his 
brief career as a high school his- 
tory teacher. 

TAKEO YAMAMOTO. 

Tsukuba, Japan. 

Japan’s Women 

We noticed the irony in the 
juxtaposition of two Reins in the 
newspaper of Jan. 12. Chi the front 
page was a headline reading. 
“Hashimoto Takes Power, 
Promising a ‘ New Japan on the 
back page was a quote from the 
new fust lady, Kumiko Hashimo- 
to: “I am just like something that 
may look like an accessory be- 
longing to my husband." 

One step that Mr. Hashimoto 
can take is to encourage the full 
participation of women as equals 
in Japanese society. Many 
Japanese women want to con- 
tribute to the development of their 
country, and to relegate them to 
accessory roles is to ignore half of 
the country's human resources. 

VIRGINIA and H 1 ROMICH 1 
OTA. 

Tokyo. 


W ASHINGTON — Forced 
indoors by the Great 
Whiteout of ’96, and perhaps 
gentled by winter’s furlough, the 
homebound could take cold com- 
fort that in their isolation they 
weren’t alone. They bad the in- 
tellectual company of timeless 
books written by snowed-in, free- 
hearted authors who have col- 
lectively produced an enduring 
literature of winter. 

Instead of looking out to gauge 
the impassable white depths, and 
fogging chilled panes with our 

MEANWHILE 

impatient breath, it would have 
been better to unfurl onto a warm 
sofa and read Doris Gnimbach's 
newest treasure. “Fifty Days of 
Solitude.” The novelist tells of 
wintering alone in the hard weath- 
er of coastal Maine in 1993. 

Her memoir is on a high lit- 
erary level with Henry Beston's 
“The Outermost House.” an 
account of a year on Cape Cod’s 
shoreline that included the 
“silence and isolation of win- 
ter” when “the world of dunes 
and the great beach was entirely 
my own.” 

As temporary hermits, Ms. 
Grumbach and Mr. Beston are 
one with Henry David Thoreau. It 
was when writing the sixth draft 
of “Walden” in late 1853. and 
being indoored by the severest 
blizzard of the decade to hit 
Concord, that Thoreau wrote lyri- 
cally of snow. 

In 1840, when 23 and feeling 
unsated hungers for walking 
through winter woodlands, 
Thoreau recorded in his journal: 
“This plain sheet of snow which 
covers the ice of die pond is not 
such a blancness as is unwrit- 
ten, but such as is unread. All 
colors are in white. It is such a 
simple diet to my senses as the 
grass and sky.” 

Thoreau 's voice is echoed in 
Wendell Berry, the rural stay-ai- 
home Kentuckian whose poetry’ 
describes “the whitened country’ 
under the still fell of the snow.” 
Another Kentucky writer, 
Thomas Merton, the Trappist 
priest who lived as a hermit in die 
mid-1960s in his Bardstown 
monastery, meditated about the 
snow covering his woodland 
cloister in the poem "Love Winter 
When the Plant Says Nothing.” 


In much of the writing about 
winter, fierce appreciation is ex- 
pressed for solitude. Doris Grum- 
bach, now in her mid-70s and 
valued by her readers as a major 
novelist and a major woman, had 
the luxury of 50 days alone. The 
television antenna was down. It 
would stay there. She turned off 
the phone', with the only incom- 
ing messages being those from 
her books and music. 

“I learned that there is a *-ofi- 
ness about being alone in the 
country,” she wrote, “even the 
frozen, snow-filled country. So- 
lidity, concrete and bricks do not 
define one’s surroundings. The 
edges of my landscape are 
blurred, made uneven by the 
action of wind and bending 
branches.” 

“The city is a multitude of 
rigid right angles forced down 
upon each other,” she continued. 
“But the country, even in the 
dead of winter, is composed of 
die circles and arcs and ovals of 
blessedly unpopulated, almost 
empty space.” 

Ms. Grumbach confesses to 
being overwhelmed occasionally 
by what Simone Weil called "in- 
terior solitude.” 

Alone in her Maine home, Ms. 
Grumbach was an unwitting in- 
truder in her own selfhess. Soli- 
tude placed her outside the com- 
pany of most everyone else 
whose “points of reference are 
always our neighbors, the people 
in the village or the city, our ac- 
quaintances ax school, at games, 
at work, our close and distant 
families, all of whom tell us. with 
their hundreds of tongues, who 
we are. 

“We are whai we were told we 
were, we believed what we heard 
from others about our appear- 
ance, our behavior, our choices, 
our opinions.. We acted accord- 
ing to all their instructions. 
Rarely if ever did we think to look 
within for knowledge of our- 
selves. Were we afraid? Perhaps, 
we thought, we would find 
nothing there.” 

Doris Grumbach, as did Be- 
ston. Thoreau, Berry and Merton, 
found in her wintered solitude a 
life grander than she imagined. 
She came to understand a line 
from May Sarton: “Loneliness is 
poverty of self; solitude is the 
richness of self." 

Washington Post Writers Croup. 
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Valentine’s Day ! 

.. Every year.qn February Htb^ International Herald Tribune readers 
use the classified section tosend a Valentine’s message around the world 
and to have a chance of winning one of three 

cash prizes for the best messages. 

This year, the messages will also be found on the Internet 
.. . . and the prizes will include 

a Paris-London weekend trip offered by Jet Tours. 
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Contact: ! 

http^Twww. paroles. firAalen tin/ 

to send your Internet message 
and play the French Romance quiz game 
or 

print your classified message on the form below 
-minimum 3 lines-and mail ii to your nearest 
.IHT office together with your remittance or your 
credit card reference. 


All classified ads to be published in the IHTs 
February 14 seclion.and also on Internet 

First cash prize: $200, 
Second prize: $100, 

Third prize: $75 

The results will be published in the 
IHTs edition of Wednesday, February 21 . 


THE WORLD’S 
DAILY NEWSPAPER 
EVERY DAY FOR 
A YEAR. 
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Les Apprentis 

Directed by Pierre Sal- 
vation, France. 

Periodically, a cry goes 
up: French cinema is ex- 
piring, thanks to those 
shiftless auteurs, ungrate- 
ful offspring of a lenient 
system. Salvadori and his 
accomplices — Guillaume 
Depardieu, Francois 
Quzet, Judith Henry, 
Marie Trintignant — 
make a case for the bad 
children; the lost genera- 
tion is not mute. The time 
is definitely now, the place 
Paris, the characters are fa- 
miliar no- future kids, and 
this is a film <t auteur. 
Breakneck Fred (Depar- 
dieu) and melancholy An- 
toine (Cluzet), awkward 
apprentices whirring 
about in a system that has 
little patience with clowns 
and drifters, have nothing 
much in common outside 
die apartment they share. 
No parents, girlfriends, or 
jobs interfere with their 


lifestyle, so they have time 
to cook up trouble. After a 
surfeit of misadventures, a 
void in his love life, An- 
toine collapses, jolting 
Fired into awareness — he 
will rouse his friend from 
depression. Salvadori is 
interested in the unex- 
pressed love between 
“cool” men, he captures 
the way they swerve be- 
tween the sublime and the 
ridiculous. The movie may 
look and feel loose-knit, 
but the structure — script 
by Salvadori and Philippe 
Harel — is tight The 
women characters have 
fewer, but effective mo- 
ments, and Quzet makes a 
wonderful heavy to goofy, 
touching. Depardieu fils. 

(Joan Dupont, IHT ) 

Nico Icon 

Directed by Susanne Of- 
teringer, US. 

As sad as it is to watch 
someone endowed with 
beauty, talent and intelli- 


gence go down in flames, 
there is also something 
darkly reassuring in the 
drama of a golden being 
who willfully self-de- 
smjcts. That voyeuristic 
fascination with doomed 
glamour is one of the 
guilty pleasures of Su- 
sanne Ofteringer's haunt- 
ing documentary film, 
“Nico Icon.” Examining 
the unhappy life of Christa 
raff-gen, the German 
singer, songwriter, model 
and occasional actress 
who reinvented herself as 
Nico. the film locales the 
void at die heart of modern 
dead-celebrity. As a per- 
former with the Velvet 
Underground and as a 
chiseled blond goddess 
fiddling with her hair in 
“The Chelsea Girls,” 
Nico was the most stun- 
ningly beautiful and enig- 
matic of Andy Warhol’s 
1960s “superstars.” In a 
solo musical career that 
never took off commer- 
cially, Nico carried Mar- 


lene Dietrich’s world- 
weary hauteur to an icy 
extreme on recordings in 
which she moaned her 
sepulchral speech-song in 
a deep, foggy .voice that 
wove a death-entranced 
spelL During the 1970s, 
Nico became a heroin ad- 
dict. She died in 1988 at 
the age of 49. After Nico 
bore a son. Ari, by the 
French actor Alain Delon, 
who refused to acknowl- 
edge his paternity, she 
proved to be a careless 
mother who fed the child a 
diet of potato chips. De- 
lon’s mother took over his 
care. Many years later, 
Nico introduced her son to 
heroin. Enthralling and 
spooky, “Nico Icon” in- 
cludes many eerie remi- 
niscences. In the end, its 
subject emerges as an em- 
bodiment of the aimless- 
ness and morbid lwymr 
that were the shadow side 
of the 1960s unbridled he- 
donism. 

( Stephen Holden. NYT ) 





Reference room of the American Library in Paris in its original quarters in the 1920s. 


In Paris, New Page for a Library 


By Katherine Knorr 

International Herald Tribune 

P ARIS — The American library 
in Paris celebrated its 75th an- 
niversary recently with a gala in 
the gaudy Hail of Battles at Ver- 
sailles. There were speeches by Pamela 
Hardman, the American ambassador to 
France, and by Art Buchwald, and a 
sprinkling of Parisian beau monde like 
Carole Bouquet and Pierre Cardin, all 
under the severe gaze of Bernadette 
Chirac, the president's wife. 

The dinner — part of a new fund- 
raising campaign — took place in a palace 
refurbished by American money and was 
photographed by the French celebrity 
magazine Point de Vue. It all said some- 
thing about this curious mid-Atlantic in- 
stitution. as Parisian, if you will, as the 
Statue of Liberty — and mare Edith 
Wharton than Henry Miller, although it 
does boast a copy of a letter written by 
) Miller in 1938 asking for a bode cm 
Buddhism. 

In a town where English-language 
bookstores are expensive and spotty hi 
their goods, the library fills a need for 
people interested in American literature 
and history. It is also an oasis of heartland 
American culture. Its two-year fund-rais- 
ing program is intended to put the private, 
nonprofit institution — one of the largest 
. American libraries outside the United 
States — on a sounder financial basis and, 
more visibly, to transform its cramped 
and dowdy quarters into an airy space that 
will double as a cultural center. 

“There’s a little bit of a reluctance as 
to the terminology.’ ’ said John H. Riggs, 


the chairman of the library’s Board of 
Trustees. “There is a fear of being 
tagged with the American Center, an 
institution that is apparently going 
through hard times.” 

There is no great risk of artistic con- 
fusion with the American Center, whose 
Frank Gehry budding is an avant-garde 
palace as well as a focus of the center's 
money woes. The library, a more prosaic 
place, essentially seeks to resemble li- 
braries in the United States that are com- 
munity institutions providing more than 
just stacks of books. 

It needs more space for its collection 
of 90.000 books, half of which are avail- 
able only by request (another 60,000 
books are in four provincial branches), 
and its 450 periodicals, but also for so^ 
cial and literary activities like its 
Evening- Witfa-an-Author series, and its 
popular children’s programs, “story 
hours” and help in understanding the 
good old Dewey decimal system. 

“Almost half our collection is here, 
and inaccessible,” said director Kay 
Rader as she walked recently through the 
library’s cramped mezzanine. “They’re 
all catalogued into the computer, but 
people cannot browse up here.” She 
added: “Sometimes people come in and 
can’t find a place to sit/* 

The library was bora of the American 
Library Association’s World War I field 
collections, and among early benefactors 
were the parents of the poet Alan Seeger. 
a casualty of that war. Another Seeger, 
Fete, recently sent the library a tape of his 
musical rendering of Alan Seeger's “I 
Have a Rendezvous With Death.” 

The library, which has moved many 


times, from its initial quarters at 10 Rue 
de l’Elysde to its current digs near the 
Eiffel Tower, has had its ups and downs, 
rich with romantic literary anecdotes and 
chilling war stories peopled by librarians 
and socialites. It survived pcripetatically 
both financial troubles and. of course, 
another war, and has received donations 
and book collections from famous ex- 
patriates — and an eclectic bunch, too, 
from Sylvia Beach to Marlene Dietrich. 

The library hopes to raise S3 million — 
52 million to increase its endowment and 
thus its income, and SI million to revamp 
its building in foe seventh anondissement 
to make all the books accessible and to 
build a much larger reading room for 
casual readers and scholars, including 
French university students who use the 
special American Studies shelves. 

T HERE is a social aspect, too. 
“We want to bring Americans 
together,’ ’ said Riggs, as well as 
“French people who are inter- 
ested in what Americans are doing in the 
literary field.” He added: “Paris is not 
exactly the friendliest place to be.” 

One thing the fund-raising won’t do is 
cut foe fees — 570 francs (about SI 14) a 
year for individuals and 790 francs for 
family membership — although Riggs 
says these will remain stable for the mo- 
ment Without the fund-raising, he said, 
“I don’t want to be alarmist — but I don’t 
see how foe library can continue to func- 
tion as it does today.” 

The American Library in Paris. 10 
Rue du General Camou. Paris 7, tel : 45- 
51-46-82. open 10AM. to 7 PM. Tues- 
day through Saturday. 



What makes Namibia unusual is the sum of disparate parts like this ‘ * German ’ ’ villa in Swakopmund. 


2 Weeks on the Road in Namibia 


By Christopher Clarey 

Internati onal Herald Tribune 

S WAKOPMUND, Namibia — It 
was another abrupt transition. Lit- 
tle more than an nour before, our 
party of four had been dust-cov- 
ered and reflective as we looked out at 
sunset over an undulating stretch of desert 
known as “the mountains of foe 
moon.” 

Now, we were dining inside a beached 
tugboat that had been converted into an 
ocean-view restaurant elegant enough 10 
warrant a blazer and tie: a place where 
fine South African wine flowed freely 
and the seafood crepe was among foe 
tastiest I ever had encountered. The kudu 
— not that any of us were experts — 
wasn’t bad either. 

Such quick shifts of e nviro n m ent aid 
mood would prove commonplace during 
our two-week visit to a country that used 
to be known as South-West Africa when 
it was controlled by others and is now an 
independent nation with a dearth of water 
and people and an abundance of dia- 
monds, animals and uncluttered horizon. 

What makes Namibia unusual is not 
foe massive Fish River Canyon (see Ari- 
zona's grander version). Not foe German 
architecture in the former colonial out- 
posts of Swakopmund and Luderitz (see 
Stuttgart’s suburbs). Not the dunes and 
desert coastline (see North Africa). Not 
foe large and varied number of animals 
on view in Etosha National Park (see 
Kruger National Park in South Africa). 

What makes Namibia unusual is the 
sum of all these disparate, far-flung parts. 
And they are indeed far-flung in a nation 
of 1.5 million inhabitants that is roughly 
the size of France and Germany com- 
bined. Though Namibian roads are good 
by African standards, we quickly dis- 
covered that trying to cover atarge chunk 
of Namibia by car in only two weeks was 
an endurance rest instead of a vacation. 

We slowed down and savored the 
transitions: Etosha's vast and lumines- 
cent salt pan giving way to thick brush; 
foe howl of the wind at Cape Cross 
giving way to foe howls of hs huge fur 
seal colony; die dunes on foe Skeleton 
Coast giving way to buttes, rock spires 
and grassland. 

The South Africans know all about 
Namibia’s evocative scenery. They con- 
trolled the country from 1915 to 1990, 
instituting apartheid laws in 1966. And it 
is because of South African tourists that 
this fledgling nation possesses pockets of 
surprisingly well-developed infrastruc- 
ture. Since independence. South Africans 
have remained the dominant tourist block, 
but the Germans, former colonists here 


themselves, are dosing in rapidly, drawn 
by foe historical connections and open 
spaces (die few cities are missable). 

The irony is that even in foe midst of the 
unrelenting , oft-inspiring void, there are 
traces of map Namibia might have only 5 
inhabitants per square mile (against 269 in 
France), but it has a surplus of fences. 
There are Sandler’s fences, designed to 
keep the cattle in and th e predatora out. 
There are double veterinary fences, Re- 
signed to keep out die rest of Africa's 
diseases. Most provocatively, there are 
barbed-wire fences in largely white res- 
idential communities in foe capital of 
Windhoek, dearly designed to keep out 
tmwekxHne, acquisitive intruders. 

As I walked up a freshly paved cul-de- 
sac at midday near the guest house where 
we spent our first, rather groggy 24 
hours in Namibia, all foe tension that 
come with a poor black majority taking 
control from aprivileged white minority 
was manifest m foe high walls, edgy 
guard dogs and nervous young mothers 
who poked their heads out from behind 
cactuses and swing sets. 

The next morning.- in a rented foir- 
whed-drive trude heading southwest on 
what people in this pari ca Africa caU “ ‘a 
gravel road,” the tension quickly evap- 
orated, replaced by a succession of scat- 
tered brash, baboons, ostrich, oryx, die 
ubiquitous antelope known as the spring- 
bok and foe fantastical nests of the weaver 
bird that look like parched products of a 
topiarist’s overactive imagination. 

As night fell and foe southern sky; 
opened up, unmnted by snog, clouds or 
the glo w of any nearby lightbulbs, we 
drove toward foe coast through foe 
desert. 

Several hours later, our truck chugged 
to a halt with what would turn oat to be a 
faulty distributor. With darkness and 
winter chill an around us and no vehicles 
behind us, we appeared destined for a 
long, uncomfortable night. But that was 
before a pair of headlights came into 
view. Silas and Snake, a pair of nattily 
attired Namibians, were driving in the 
opposite direction, and they very gra- 
ciously offered to do an about-face and 
tow us the 100 kilometers (60 miles) to 
Walvis Bay and a real bed. 

Using a dangerously short tow rope 
and plenty of creativity, they proceeded 
to do just that in exchange for nothing 
more than a refill at die Walvis Bay gas 
station. 

In a place with so few people,. those 
who do cross your path stay with you. 
There was the long-haired and sli ghtl y 
wild-eyed ranger in the north opening up 
a gate in foe middle of nowhere and 
advising os to drive our truck to a nearby 


riverbed where black rhino had been 
righted. As we nodded delightedly and 
headed off. he added that caution was in 
order because one of those rhino recently 
destroyed a truck similar to ours. “We 
had to tow foe poor gitys out. of there/ ' be 
said. 

There was the young, sophisticated 
arid white p roprietre ss of a trendy bistro 
m^wakcframnd (with designer beer and 
a H w a gn gr menu)- rattling. off favorite 
aQd^ses in London. There was the 
v Damar& Woman tallang into a rare pay 
phone. Bring the signature tongue clicks 
of her language. ■ 

Two weds is not enough time to do 
Namibia justice. Unless you can afford 


at least a month to dabble convincingly. 
Wahecmoo^yKnedeiiv^WiiAtwm 
Canyon -and the apricot-red duties of 
Sossuvlea to foe sooth. You could geta 



will be enough for most) cm your way to 
Demand and, Etosha Park and foe 
ragged, isolated regions farther north 
toward Angola. Yoa could even visit foe 
< lush Capriwi 

former imperial ambitions andcuts : 
neighboring Botswana’s hold cm foe wa- 
tery Okavango Delta, Africa’s more 
pristine version of foe Everglades. 

YEN wi t h o u t a private plane, it 
won’t necessarily be a bargain. 
.Though accommodation in 

many state-run parks is still a 

steal ($35 per night for a comfortable 
four-person bungalow in Etosha), car 
rental, gasoline and quality accommo- 
dation can be relatively prohibitive. Per- 
haps that is best for a nation whose 
fragile, pristine and water-starved 
ecosystem is not equipped to prosper 
ondm mass tourism. . 

But as witnessed by the increasing 
number of fanns being transformed into 
guest ranches, it is clear that Namibians 
expect more visitors. Those who make 
foe trek will probably want to reserve a 
spot at Etosha's most popular camp, 
Okakuejo, where foe watering hole has 
been lighted at night for decades and foe 
animals approach without fear. As hu- 
mans huddle under blankets in winter 
behind a rock barricade, bull elephants, 
rhinos, giraffes, black-backed jackals and 
even lions emerge from the shadows to 
drink, bunt and be bunted in plain view. 

And if a human should happen to get 
thirsty, all he or she has to do is turn away 
from this visual feast, walk-a few steps 
bade to foe bungalow and experience yet 
another abrupt transition by pulling a 
cold beer out of foe refrigerator. 


DINOSAUR IN A 
HAYSTACK: Reflections 
in Natural History 

By Stephen Jay Gould. 480 
pages. $25. Harmony. 
Reviewed by 
T. H. Watkins 

T HE first tiling you should 
do when reviewing a col- 
lection of Stephen Jay Gould 
essays is try toexplain its title 
(remember "Hen’s Teeth and 
Horse's Toes" or “The Pan- 
da’s Thumb”?). Among oth- 
er good reasons for doing so. 
the attempt can give the read- 
er some notion of foe some- 
times convoluted paths that 
Harvard’s Agassiz Professor 
of Zoology takes as he art- 
fully leads us through tangled 
landscapes of scientific, lit- 
erary and philosophical ge- 
ography like a pedagogical 
Natty Bumppo. feet snapping 
no twigs, swift, birdlike 
glances darting hither and 
thither through foe intellec- 
tual brush to see what new 
wonders he might show us. 

So here we go: For gen- 
erations after Darwin first ar- 
ticulated it, Gould writes in the 
12th essay in this collection, 
science accepted the theory 
that evolution took place grad- 


ually. the strands and varieties 
of life rising up or passing into 
extinction in a kind of pon- 
derous biological waltz 
danced over hundreds of mil- 
lions of years. There seemed to 
be no evidence to support the 
idea that new forms of life 
could appear as startling bi- 
ological explosions, like those 
which apparently erupted over 
a measly 10 million-year pe- 
riod beginning some 543 mil- 
lion years ago, or that some 
extinctions might be sudden, 
catastrophic events like that 
which removed foe dinosaurs 
and half of all marine inver- 
tebrate species about 65 mil- 
lion years ago. 

But the “gradualists,” 
Gould says, based their con- 
clusions on mere samplings 
from the fossil record, and this, 
he maintains, provided insuf- 
ficient evidence. In 1979, 
when the physicist Luis Al- 
varez and a few colleagues 
concluded that *e great ex- 
tirpation of 65 million years 
ago was the result of an enor- 
mous asteroid colliding with 
foe earth, paleontologists were 
forced to dig deeper and more 
thoroughly in an effort either 
to disprove or validate foe the- 
ory. And, sure enough, fossil 
evidence was unearthed to 


WHAT THEY'RE READING 


• Diane Johnson, foe 
American novelist and critic, 
is reading “Riding the Rap " 
by Elmore Leonard. 

“He is a worthy successor 
la Hemingway and Hammett, 
with a satisfying modernity 
and concision that are all his 
own. He captures an America 
that is on foe way down.” 

(IHT) 



support die idea that some- 
thing big and sudden had hap- 
pened to push the dinosaurs 
and all those marine species 
into extinction. "The obvious 
analogy to the usual cliche 
suggests itself.” Gould writes, 
“ffj search for a single needle 
in a haystack by sampling ten 
handfuls of hay. I have very 
little chance of locating foe 
object But if I take apart the 
stack, straw by straw. I will 
recover foe needle.” Or foe 
dinosaur. 

From this and other evi- 
dence, Gould helped to for- 
mulate a new theory of evo- 
lutionary process called 
“punctuated equilibrium.” a 
kind of catastrophism for mod- 


ems. But that is not foe point of 
this particular dinosaur essay. 
No, what Gould is saying here 
is that Alvarez's asteroid the- 
ory and its paleontological re- 
sults illustrate what Darwin 
meant when he wrote that “all 
observation must be for or 
against some view if it is to be 
of any service!” This phrase, 
Gould remarks, “is indelibly 
impressed on the portal to my 
psyche.” 

As foal single essay 
demonstrates, it is a mighty 
wide portal and a most in- 
teresting psyche that are re- 
vealed in this rich and varied 
collection, foe seventh book 
compiled from columns first 
published in Natural History 


magazine, where Gould has 
appeared every month for 
more than 20 years. The 34 
essays are divided into seven 
sections, each embracing one 
general subject. He devotes 
five essays, for example, to 
“The Glory of Museums.” 
which includes a marvelously 
entertaining evisceration of 
foe movie “Jurassic Park." 
and three essays to die “Dis- 
parate Faces of Eugenics,” in 
which his scorn and anger are 
rarely far below foe surface. 

He has called himself a sim- 
ple “tradesman” whose 
"business” is evolutionary 
biology, but there are few 
fields of learning he will not 
mine, from astronomy to lit- 
erature, for nuggets of evi- 
dence to bring into whatever 
argument he is malting, 
whether it is to promote the 
year 2000 — not 2001 — as 
foe first of foe next millen- 
nium (“Dousing Diminutive 
Dennis's Debate ... A So- 
lution to foe Millennial Prob- 
lem to analyze why en- 
gravers always seemed to 
draw the whorls in a snail 
from right to left even though 
snails are constructed left to 
right (“Left Snails and Right 
Minds”), or to reject the mi- 
minations of "Creationists" 


that Dar winian evolution is 
not “scientific” because it 


can’tbe objectively tested 

Hermits, 


By Alan Truscott 


(“If Kings Can Be 
Then We Are Ail Monkeys*. 
Uncles”). Nor is he bashful 
about using less academic ma- 
terials, from analogies to base- 
ball (a bit of an obsession) to 
moments from his not entirely 
serene childhood. “I was 
viewed as a nerd and misfit on 
that ultimate field of vocation- 
al decision — foe school play- 
ground,” he writes in “Di- 
oesnania” (my personal 
favorite among the essays). “I 
was called ‘Fossil Face/” 
There are scientists who 
write with greater grace of lan- 
guage (E.O. Wilson, Gould’s 
colleague at Harv&d among 
them), but few are equal to 
Gould as a master of foe essay 
form, and none to my knowl- 
edge- is so polymafoically 
fearless, sublimely curious or 
quite so fully entranced with 
what Ik has found in foe past, 
present and potential future of 
life's long (punctuated) jour- 
ney. . 


There was an ingenious way 

. for South to survive, by a play 

that is correct but far from ob- 

/^ONTROL of foe trump vum. If he bad led the di- 
V^suh factored heavily in a amend queen, or jack or ten, at 

foe third trick West could win 


championship at the re- 
New York Winter 


Re- 


team 
cent 
gionaL 

Both - North-South pairs 
reached four spades. This was 

made after the lead of the dub 
ace, followed by die bean 
ace. 

In the replay, after an auc- 
tion that began with a strong 
club in flic Precision style, 
West also led the dub ace, but 
then did better by shifting to a 
low heart and giving Smith a 
guess. The declarer under- 

jl i 


East’s 


TH. Watkins, author and 
editor of Wilderness, the 
quarterly magazine of the 
Wilderness Society, wrote this 
for The Washington Post. 


mg foe jade, and 
queen. • 

In practice. South cashed 
the diamond ace and followed 
with foe diamond queen. 
When West played low he 
raffed low in dummy and East 
ovemiffed. He returned a 
bran, and South ruffed. The 
declarer now played two 
rounds of trumps, and would 
have made the game if he had 
found an even break. As it 
-was.- East’s last trump- was a- 
kdler. South had tost control 
and wound up down three 
tricks. 


P ' - * * WHIM TT XII 

with foe king. Then South 
would have to guess right if put 
to foe test with another small 
heart. If the diamond quern 
wins, South leads the jack, and 
West must play low. Dummy 
discards and East ruffs, but 
when South gains foe lead he 
will ruff a diamond with foe 
spade ace and draw trumps. 
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By Roger CoHis 

Iniemmottai HttraU Tribune 


T "W" TTHO needs to go 
k \ / i° Stockholm 
V V tt * en you have 
T ▼ SkyCSry 24 miles 
vay at Arianda Airport? De- 
;nds where you've crane 
ran and where y era ’re going, 
ind more and more business 
avelers saying, “Let’s all 
eet at the airport’' — the 
lestion being, ‘'Your airport 

■ mine ?"* 

SkyCity has brought the 


ty to the airport with a be- 
uling complex of hotels. 


staurants, supermarkets,, 
ratiques, bars, and confer- 
ice and exhibition facilities, 
tens is a galaxy of business 
avices, banking, telecom- 
uni cations and a fitness 
suer, doctors, pharmacies, 
avel agencies, dry cleaners 
id a nondenominarional 
lurch. And tbey are all in a 
ist semi-circular building of 
ass, Swedish pine, Canadi- 
i cherry wood, marble and 
sinless steel between Ter- 
inals 5 and 4. Why suffer 
e hassle of a two-hour trek 
rwntown and back when 
3u are already there? There 
ay come a time when people 
; _ '*t travel to cities any 
r v but to airports. 

^rts like Chicago- 
■Rae — the world’s busiest 
- with 70 milHon passengers 
year, Lcradon-Hcaihrow 


with 52 million, Tokyo- 
Haneda -with 45 million, 
Frankfurt with 36 million, 
and Paris-Charles de Gaulle 
with 30 million, have alarger 
daily population than man y 
major cities. Airline Business 
magaz ine reports that in 
1994, the top 50 airpeats 
around the wedd hgnwjLj a 
total of ahnost 1.3 billion pas- 
senger, an increase of 7 per- 
cent on the previous year. 

SltyQty is a paradigm of 
the airport of the future — the 
megahub not as a means to an 
en d b ut an end in itself, a 
destination in zts own right 
Airports have come a long 
way since they moved from 
the city center to the next 
county and beyond, and be- 
came shopping mafia Many 
new airports are so remote 
that they no longer serve a 
particular city but “catch- 
ment areas’’ of far-flung 
towns and conurbations. 
We’re talking about a world- 
wide network of alternative 
cities — wfaat you might rail 
the terrestrial equivalent of 
space stations ■ — with their 
own business communities 


to accommodate high-speed 
hunChy -trains. Prom the 
TGV station at Paris-Roissy 
Charles de Gaulle Airport, 
you can travel direct to 
Nances, Lilies, Brussels or 
London to catch a flight to 
Nonh America or the Far 
East, or to have a meeting. 

The airport city competes 
for travelers with other 


100 weddings a year at the 
SkyCity chapel. People meet 
here, fail in love, get married, 
and then take off on their hon- 
eymoon. Next to the airport is 
what we call the City of Ar- 
landa — a huge shopping cen- 
ter open 24 hours a day, where 
you can buy anything from 
flowers to furniture.” 
“People are farced to 








Carrier/Hotel 


Location 


The Frequent Traveler 


spend more time at airports 
with congestion and delays. 


AIR CANADA/CATHAY Vancouver to Hong Kong 
PACIFIC 


Aeroplan members earn double miles on a!i fares. From 
; March 1 to April 30. 


and civic amenities plus their 
own high-speed rail links to 


other megahubs. 

Airports such as Amster- 
dam-Schipbol, Zurich, Gene- 
va, Brussels and Frankfurt al- 
ready have their own railway 
stations. Frankfurt plans to 
open a second airport station 


us sails 



megahubs in the region, Am- 
sterdam -Schipbol was fa- 
mously marketed as Lon- 
don's third airport. Sky -City 
competes with Copenhagen; 
Copenhagen with Frankfurt; 
Singapore-Changi with Hong 
Kong and Bangkok. 

There is an airport building 
boom throughout Asia — 
where air travel is expected to 
double over the next 10 years 
— as governments in Hong 
Kong, Malaysia, Korea, Thai- 
land, Singapore and China 
race to establish toe dominant 
regional hub. China plans to 
build 25 new airports by 
2002 . 

The challenge fra airport 
authorities — whether they 
operate private or public mo- 
nopolies — is how to rec- 
oncile the pursuit of profits 
with dvic responsibility in 
providing more public ser- 
vices for the traveler. 

Typically, only 20 percent 
of airport revenues are de- 
rived from aviation, the rest 
coming from nontravel 
sources such as restaurants 
and shops. 

Cufrhing a plane at 
Heathrow means running die 
gauntlet of schlock boutiques 
and high-rent concessions, 
it's difficult to find the gate, 
let alone a phone. Heathrow, 
far all its size, is not yet an 
airport dty. 

SkyCity is amim-metropo- 
hs with 12,000 working in- 
habitants and 15 million peo- 
pk passing through each year. 
There are 10,000 square me- 
ters of office space, 75 meet- 
ing rooms, an exhibition hall 


but at least you can use ihe 
lime you're here,” says Bjorn 
Boldt-Christmas, senior vice 
president information sys- 
tems at SAS in Stockholm. 
“SkyCity has a hotel right in 
the middle of the airport 
Sometimes, when I have an 
early morning flight 1 sleep at 
the airport — 300 meters from 
passport control. There are 
good restaurants, even night 
life. What I do is check in for 
my flight the night before. 

“Business people often 
don't bother to go downtown 
any mare. SAS has board 
meetings at the Sheraton or 
the Conference Center at 
Frankfurt Airport, which is 
die most convenient venue 
for people coming in from all 
over the place. They charge 
us outrageously, but you can 
be in by 11:30 and out by 5 
o’clock.” 

Singapore's Changj Air- 
port, which handles around 22 
million passengers a year, is 
consistently voted the world’s 
best airport by business trav- 
elers. One reason is that Chan- 
.gi has managed to expand ca- 
pacity faster than demand and 
has invested more than S250 
milli on on refurbishment and 
passenger services since it 
oueneoin 1981. 


GULF AIR 


j Brrtain/Ireland to 
j Gulf/Far East 


' Passengers buying a full-fare, round-trip ticket will be 
; upgraded to the class above (subject to availability at time 


! of booking) to all Gulf Air destinations in the Gulf, Far 
> East, Australia, South Africa, East Africa and India. Until 
Feb. 29. 


HOLIDAY INN 


Priority Club frequent-stayer members get 40 percent off rack 
rates at all 14 properties in China plus buffet breakfast and 
choice of Priority Club points or FFP miles. Until March 31. 


INTER-CONTINENTAL I Seoul 


Suite for the price of a room with full breakfast (S215 single, 
S225 double). Until Feb. 29. 


MANDARIN 

ORIENTAL 


Worldwide 


“Oriental Interlude" packages at all properties in Asia, and in 
San Francisco, Hawaii and London from SI 22 per night 
(single or double) include American breakfast, use of health 
dub and 6 P.M. checkout Until March 31 . 


OMNI HOTEL 


Hong Kong 


I "Executive Package" single for 2,000 Hong Kong dollars 
; ($260) includes airport transfers, American breakfast and 6 
* P.M. checkout. Until March 15. 


PENINSULA 
PALACE HOTEL 


Beijing 


j 40 percent off rack rates, plus use of health club and pool. 
■ Until March 15. 


QANTAS 


Asia/Britain 


) Frequent-flier members earn double points with British Air- 
i ways from Perth to Singapore or London. For travel before 
: March 31. 


ROYAL BRUNEI 
AIRLINES 


London to Far East/Midcfle 
East 


; Two-for-one for full-fare round-trip in first or business to 
i Dubai, Brunei or Singapore. Passengers traveling alone can 
> opt for free round-trip ticket valid up to six months from their 
I return. 


SO FUEL 


Europe 


I “Winter Sale" discounts of to 57 percent at more than 50 
j participating hotels in Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, 
! Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, Russia, Spain and Switzer- 
; land. Until Feb. 25. 


SOUTH CHINA HOTEL Hong Kong 


N EW airports in toe 
region win provide 
some tough compe- 
tition. Osaka-Kan- 
sai, which opened in Septem- 
ber 1994. handled 5.1 million 
passengers in its first three 
months; Hong Kong's much 
touted Chek Lap Kok. being 
built on reclaimed laid off 
TjmtBH island, which will re- 
place toe old and cramped Kai 


for 1,000 people, an audito- 
rium for 350, and 25 shops. An 
elevator takes you from a two- 
level garage to SkyCity Plaza 
and toe terminals. 

“SkyCSiy is toe meeting 
penter of Sweden — typical- 
: ly>Jwo executives craning in, 
from Stockholm and two or 
three flying in from toe 
provinces," says Lars Sjolan- 
der, area vice president Swe- 
den and Finland for Radisson 
SAS, winch controls die hotel 
and catering concessions. 
‘fThis is toe only place in 
Sweden where you can do ' 
banking; business cm New 
Year's five; we have around 
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; Winter offer for 788 Hong Kong doUare (SI 02) singferidouble 
! includes "deluxe” upgrade and 6 P.M. checkout Uritt March 15. 


TIM HOTELS 


I "Saint Valentine" package for 1 ,200 (S245) francs per double 
j for three nights at 1 8 two-star hotels in central Paris indudes 
| buffet breakfast and bateau-mouche trip along the Seine. 
I From Feb. 9 to 18. 


UNITED AIRLINES Britain to United Stales 


“Faro of the Year round-trip business-dass fare of £1,996 
(S3.090) from London Heathrow to New York JFK, Newark, or 
Washington saves more than £350. For travel before March 31 . 


UNITED AIRLINES/ France to United States 
DINERS 


Talc, is scheduled to open in 
1998, enhancing Hong Kang's 


{ MBeage Plus members get a free upgrade (from full-fare econ- 
omy to business and from business to first) when they buy a 


i trans-Atlantic ticket with a Diners card. Until March 31 . 


lyys.ecnancmg Hong Kang s 
position as a focal point fra me 
rest of China and southeast 
Asia. 

. Macao opened a smart new 
international airport last 
November on reclaimed land 
in the Pearl River estuary. It is 
marketed as a neutral stopping 
point between Taiwan and 
booming southern China. And 
Shenzhen International Air- 

ago, handled more than three 
mDlion passengers in 1994, an 
increase of 21 percent. 


/Uthougb A* IHT ctratuOy check* BMM Offers, phras* b* fomtsmad 5SK sane savni agants may ba unaware d Diem, or unable to book them. 


SEAS TEES 


■ Back to toe future: Cuba is planning to send toe 
National Opera around to serenade sugar workers in the 
hopes that this will raise the sugar harvest and also 
bring culture to the 550,000 people involved. The 
Communis Party newspaper Granma, which reported 
this exciting cultural news, said that there would be 
more than 50 performances of Cuban and other Latin 
American works. 


Discover Hospitality 
& Heritage 


■?> 


HOLIDAYS & TRAVEL 


detail of a Philip Heying photograph* in Paris. 


ELGIUM 


(6)386-30-00, dosed 
March 10: "Pablo P 


mmoli 

a Monnafe, teh (2) 229-12-00. 
ussorasky’s “Khovanshchina.” 
(reded by Stein Wlnge. eonduct- 
1 by Paul Daniel, with WHard 
■hite. Jacques Trussel, A me Bol- 
ad and Bena Zaremba. Jan. 30, 
ab. 2, 4, 6. 8. 11. 13, 15 and 17. 


March 10: "Pablo 
selection of pabitinj 
per and sculptures 
porary non-figure 
artisL 


1 Mondays. To 
*a!azuelo." A 
.woricsonpa- 
ytoecontem- 
ve Spanish 


SWITZERLAND 


Zurich 

Kunatfwua ZQrich, taJ:Jt) 251- 


fUTAIN 


67-65, doead Mondays. Tb March 
31: "Paul Strand: Die Welt von 


Bhmotean Museum, tel: (665) 
tii-010. open daily. To March 3: 
Hater Saunders:. 1 885-1 963."_ A 
ember of the British Vortidst 
overrent in the 1910s, Helen 
Bunders refused to exhibit her 
orks after 1916. Included here 
e 60 early and fater works. 


mdner TOr." 150 ptwtc»raphs, 
taken by Strand between 1950 and 
1975 whBe travel Bng through Eu- 


PROMOTION 


More than SO% Off on public rates 
From January 19. 1996 to March 31. 1996 


rope and North Africa, depict peo- 
ple, architecture, landscapes and 
daily Objects. 


UNITED STATES 


DANCE 


■is 

tel: 42-86- 
Bb;27:*Art 

, „ a-Cote Ret- 

vottfve." Features 70 artists 
no put their talent to work for 
oca-Cola advertising between 
330 and 1960, such as Norman 


Until tun 

Houston Grand Opera, tel: (713) 
227-27B7. Anew prtxfucflon of Vir- 
gil Thomson and Gertrude Stein’s 
opera, “Fbur Saints In Three Acts." 
Directed and designed by Robert 
WBson, conductedby Dennis Rue- 
sett Davies. Jan. 26. 28, 30, Fab. 3, 
7and9. 


New York 

American Museum of Natural 


Dckweli and N.C. Wyeth, 
aterte^toe^flrad, tSMg 

$ La Nature." More than 30 
hck-and-whHe photographs by 
e contemporary American pho- 
iQrapher display toe synergy be- 
teen man and nature, partteularty 
i an urban context 


History, tel: (212) 769-5100. 1b 
SEti: “Tlanet Peru: An Aerial 




Feb. 1: "Planet ' Penn An Aerial 
journey Through a Timeless 
SxT More than 50 biaek-and- 
white aerial photographs that re- 
veal the remains ofpre-Coturnbian 
Peru and their juxtaposition to the 

708-0400, closed Wednesdays. 
Continuing/ Jan. 30: " Wrt Mondri- 
an." Also, to April 23: "Brancus. 
24 stories by the Romanten-bom 
sculptor, 10 of them ftqm Bran- 
««K. hMiuflst to the Paris Mus4a 


BOMB PIAZZA *** +, PROMO-. 400 FF 
"HOTEL of Charm and Character " 

.74 rue AneltA, 7501 1 PARIS 
TeL: (33-1) 40.2IJ20.00 - Fax: (33-1) 47 00 82 40 
Reservations: (33-1) 40 21 22 23 


Generous architecturally attractive site with Urst class . 
suites and stucBos wth fully equipped kitchenettes, 
heated In the historic heart of Paris, near the Bastille 
Opera, the Place des Vosges and the Picasso 
Museum, Tasteful fittings. Satellite TV. restaurant in 
winter garden, seminar moms and full hotel service. 






HOTELS 


NICE 


6 nights half board basis 
FF 2,470 per person in double 
Hotel SPLENDID 4 stars 
A Sofitel recommended hotel 
in city center 
BBC. CNN 

Swimming pool, heated jacuzzi 
Phone: (33)93 16 41 00 
hs Fax: 93 16 42 70 —A 


LEARN TO SWIM 
WEEKENDS 
OR 5 DAY COURSES 


FREE INFO PACK 
(+44) 1404 822553 

Please quote Ref: DGEOl 


TUSCANY 



Bed, breakfast and dinner 
3 rooms, pool 


Tuning to Tirnna, Aniti i i? 

Stay ai mo Bea Western 

HOTEL nOtiiSCHnt mug!, 

"Ha Ikw hold »i a tffla Patao" TTW top 4- 
M or tout fi a MflJ lafdnnk. butt n 1684 
Downtown locution, next to Opera and 
Cathedral and mom shopped mette. FuEj 
femotMad: air condition, sataOita-Tv. 
tax me chine m each room. Call BEST 
WESmM.yoarmMtaga'a.ardnd 
+43-1-512 77510 


Tel. +41 22/349 45 37 
fax +41 22/736 14 74 


OLYMPIC RENTALS 


Nestled by the historic Singapore River, Hotel New 
Otani is a haven of tranquility - just minutes by 
taxi from the commercial district and the enticing 
Orchard Road shopping, and easily accessible to 
prime convention locations like the World Trade 
Centre and Suntec City. 


holiday rentals 


SOUTHERN LODGING. Home) 
aw d ofale >i pome oMawn sr es*. eon- 
■enien to (Xytflpc «w« pobfe 
tmtjpen, t4t»c end 2-7 

bedroom ooStk t fs w g a»r 
nqhL Emwive ^ue&>y home* irawg 

a ypSXinfj* Ht na r am 7 mgr* 

ranfU. Co*W C«to" Wagow 


CARIBBEAN 


Travel P (iC4J 873-!7<7 v 
FAX HWI B73.12e7 US^. 


STJwmeaw, f.wa.. cm 200 

PBVATC VACATlOfJ VILLAS - beadt- 
hent to Mode «th pook. Oi» agent) 
lave mpecied aB wlca pmencBy. 
For micnalm M St. Bwh, Si. Mar- 
tn Angu&i. Bottom. Wurtqae. the 
Wan Won* - C tb WIMCO 'SB- 


HKTOKC SA ft AREA-iraidf 
pe*meter Jtoth 5*e> 

me home m KjabitaL Sleep!; 


Vklthin our doors, you'll find beautifully appointed 
rooms with the luxury of modem facilities and a 
splendid view from your balcony. Bask in the 
pleasure of our outdoor pool, fitness centre or any 
of our four exquisite restaurants that cater to your 
varied tastes and you’ll feel blissfully invigorated. 


Ykm Won* - WMQO'SB- 
asth - US- pnatMonrin w 
em. horn FBANQ (£ 90 16 30 


eum, tel: 
Mondays, 
und die 
des 
19. 
of Roman 
and 


4290, horn FBANQ C6 ' 
gjoAND M0Q89-B3IB 


1W »M ATLANTA BEAUT 

Logs memory sf prana Home, 
group xxxr. One week or one 
itu.ttL Fa Axt 77030-9392. 


tfArt Modema 


LOW COST FLIGHTS 


HOLIDAYS A TRAVEL 


SWITZERLAND 


NHVATE VUA S bedroaw, S+ boh. 


CLOSING SOON 


WOKUMflDE ROM 20 COUNTBB 
look + book, Qnfc» 34 bom- 
InteradwraneAB^ain 


Wme." rarected 


88-151. "La 
Giuseppe 
j by Daniel 

Pavarotti/ 

la Fren i and 
4, 6, 7, 8. 


On J8n.2l: *Nathate S. Gonictero- 
va and Michel F Larionw" Fbn- 
dation Pterre Ga annadda, Mar- 

Su^ 2 tf^Artand Power Eur 
moeunder the Dtotakws, 1930- 
idS," Hayward Gallefy, Ura- 

C^Jan. 21: “Leon Kossoff." ICun- 
Btverein, DuaseWorf. 

OnJan7 21: “ManeL Qauguln. 
Rodto...Chefa<l'Oeuvre Frairoais 
Sab Ny Carirfjwg Giy ptatek do 
Copenhitgua." Musfe tfOraay. 

SfSn.21 : Tranz von Stock: Eros 
i Pathos." Van Gogh Museum, 

oTSI^Sr “L’Oeuvre i fla Umo- 
oas: Emaux Umouarns cto Moyen- 

Musdedu Louvre, Pans. 


SKI HOLIDAYS 

ip^UbndkmhtXtmkb 
wabsoppeoraiQm 
Friday, M* Jowwy. 

Far ail w nohon ptaae mwea 



IS CSNTAMWES - MONtJOE Mm 
Bbw da rcscrl. nr«r «*• opernart 
« hwB <Wttf. 65 

turn. to«*«n. Sti pto, g yy. SFr 
1750 P tt month + dnrap.i« +41- 
21794WI6FW7M76 3 


HOTELS 


NIONA710NAL 


H9ALD TRIBUNE 

Tat B3-U41 43 92 09 


SIGHTSEEING 


HOta AL BUStAN. Effll Of Beirut 
i Ha dttoa. baracmd toration. 
imm, am on. fine cutane. ommoi- 
tm, tenu m, soWhe TV. 18 
ran. trtnster from on par? free. IJTHL 
Fw ri-212 4781391 -mn tm/m 


K1AWAH ISLAND 

Sooth CanSna 

10 tide oceorfrM twort. ® mm. to 
Oiortem S*d 1-5 Buiocm home 

& files. ChamporaMp O an fttmi 
Brndwe: ten HortinBion..tm«»« 
8037680273 FAX 30T76&- 7 ?! j US A 

hop/ .•^wwJgeeLnet.'faoww'tM 



From the indoors to the outdoors, there’s so much 
to see and do like meandering through Clarke 
Quay Festival Village just next door and discovering 
the quaint eateries at Boat Quay. And if you’re in 
the mood for adventure, explore the mystical 
temples nearby with our staff or experience our 
complimentary River cruises! 


Hotel New Otani. Your Singapore discover}' 
begins here. 




ode. » mroo. tfrmc. TduKJ 
cttdobfe Owner 770-01-0^:2 USA. 


CAL0ORNU NAFFA VAUCT Wf« 

MuMry Fuiw SI 0.000 raonrh. Td 
JwSJSfitt 707-Z5»^ 7310 USA 


ATLANTA EXECUTIVE HOW IW 
cJyntpe toco**. BewnoUe- Q*#. 
Tc(- 0^633-9 *X. WP&770 LEA. 


HOTB. NEW OTANI SINGAPORE 


I7TA Run Vjttrj Eiui Sinjupar l‘* , *n*I 
Trt IlHUtl T1> RMWS!VII\ hi 


HOUSING EXCHANGE 


PHILIPPINES 


OLYMPIC RENTALS 


KKONAL TOUtS o# Ftwdt ftovenau- 
Senran k trail- nwtfxa'zz!a*n - 
Ah hiaorr oraibUei Coftoct Cbrri 


AOMKAL HOIH. 2138 Smm BM. 

sjiwS 

fat -Q2- 522201 8 to dn. HO room 
buna Moran Bor. meeinc roan. 


ATLANTA OLYMPICS; AWimji 
hngv and A opffWerti to , ®’* 10 


MONA5TEBY fa GBS (SooivWaB 
Ftoro] slMpi 15, 8 bents, etwee! it 
e g haioi a Horae m MAW£ a 
JtenoefiuSeB. by tea. JULY *6. Call 
f'onee 03-1} *6 33 7Y 5fi tx 
Aw. 17 nradiTournon. 75006 Pen 


For reservations and information, pieax contact Uniied Stales 
and Canada (800) 421-8745. ToH-Free. California (800) 273-2294, 
ToU FTM. Hawaii (808) 923-ISS5. United Kingdom (071) sm ■&**>. 
Reservations are also available tbtongb Uteri international. 
Sabre-. No 04733. ApoDo-. No 04065. Or yonr local travel agenL 
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Peres Weighs Pros (Popularity) and Cons (Syria Talks) of Early Electio] 


By Steven Erlanger 

) New Yorkrunes Service 

[ JERUSALEM — Pressure is 
increasing on Prime Minister Shi- 
fnon Peres to call an early Israeli 
election, which could significant- 
ly slow negotiations with Syria for 


' Mr. Peres says he would prefer 
Id fill the government's term, 
which expires at the end of Oc- 
tober, and U.S. officials, who are 
sponsoring the peace talks, are 
urging him to wait. 

| But in his checkered political 
career, he and his Labor Party have 

pervcr been more popular than now, 

m the aftermath of the assassi- 
nation of Prime Minis ter Yitzhak 
Rabin. And his Likud party op- 
ponent, Benjamin Netanyahu, has 
never been less popular. 


Mr. Peres told Secretary of 
State Warren M. Christopher, who 
is trying to mediate a Syrian-Is- 
raeli deal, dial securing peace was 
more important to him than win- . 
ning die next election. But Mr. 
Peres is eager to win his own man- 
date for the first time in his career 
and has said privately that he does 
not want “to lose both the election 
and the peace.” 

Important members of the La- 
bor Party, including Nissan Zvflli 
and Yossi Beilin, are deeply skep- 
tical that President Hafez Assad of 
Syria is ready to complete a peace 
agreement by the summer. 

"‘Peres doesn’t want to end up 
in July with no peace and no great 
advantage going into October 
elections,” a senior Israeli official 
said. “It's a tough calL” 

While not entirely sure of Mr. 


Assad's commitment to a rapid 
deal, U.S. officials think the “mo 1 
meat is ripe” for a Syrian-Isradi 
peace, which could lead to the end 
of the long Arab-Israd conflict 
Tiny fear that a similar constel- 
lation of moods and events may 
not recur later in the year after the 
long, legally mandated. 100-day 
Israeli campaign. 

“There's no neutral gear in 
Mideast politics,” a U.S. official 
said. “ Either you’re going for- 
ward or slipping back. ,T 

But bcih U.S. and Israeli of- 
ficials denied that the election de- 
bate was an effort to push Mr. As- 
sad into a faster peace. “The 
pressure on Peres is quite gen- 
uine,” an American said, and Mr. 
Peres's chief negotiator with Syria 
has attacked “perennial pes- 
simists” who favor a June vote. 


Mr, Peres must decide on a June 
election by the middle of Febnary, 
after the next round of Syrian-Is- 
raeli peace talks in the United 
States. They begin Jah, 24. Mr. 
Zvflli said there had been a party 
meeting Wednesday night to dis- 
cuss early elections but that Mr. 
Peres had not made up bis xoiocl 
Mr. Beilin, while admitting that 
early elections “are tempting,” 
favors finishing out the term. If foe 
Syrians are “really ready for 
peace, then it will be a relatively 
short negotiation,” be said. “The 
elements for a sensible solution 
are dear to everyone.” 

But if in the next round of talks 
‘‘foereisra real compromise from 
Syria, and if we just hear nice 
words and a readiness to listen to 
us and to the Americans, then 
there will be no peace in 1996,” 


said Mr. Beilin. Thus, be implied, 
there would -be no reason nor .to 
have an early election. 

U.S. officials understand the 
deep Israeli skepticism about. Mr. 
Assad, who is unlikely to grant 
Israel foe kind of “full peace.” 
including ' tourist and business 
deals, foarMr. Peres says be wants, 
in exchange for a “full withdraw- 
al” from foe Golan Heights, 
which were taken from Syria in 
the 1967 war. 

The U.S. officials also under- 
stand that with an effective par- 
liamentary majority of only one 
seat in the Knesset, early elections, 
may be imposed on Mr. Poes by 
his own party or some unexpected 
political crisis or failure. 

If Mr. Peres and Labor can win 
with a large majority, that may 
make it easier for him to negotiate 


a peace.' “Bid every election car- 
ries a risk,” a senior -American 
official said, especially in a so- 
ciety u politically divided as Is- 
rael 

In 1990, flie official- remem- 
bered, Mr. Peres orchestrated- foe 
fall of a unity government to be- 
come prime minister, but succeed- 
ed only in handing fry* gov e rn me nt 

to Likud. 

Mr. Feres most also deal with 
the highly charged negotiations 
with foe Palestinians, expected to 
begin in May, over the “final sta- 
tus” of die Palestinian, authority 
and the city of Jerusalem. 

If those talks go badly or if there 
is a renewed boot of terrorism 
from the radical Palestinian group 
Hamas or if Syria allows the Is- 
raeli-Lebanese border to deteri- 
orate, Mr. Peres could miss bis 


chance to capitalize mm.. 
popularity uafamiliar to him in ml 

CS Tto will also be foe first Israel] 
election embodying a direct, head l 
to-hcad vote far prime mimsrex, 
While Mr. Peres opposed tft j 
change, in large part bemuse ^ 

was never as popular as Mr. Kaon 
and other politicians, he stands tfl- 
benefit how, says Professor Abra- 
■ ham Diskin, apolitical scientist at 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 
“Peres is now at foe peak of ha , 

popularity and Netanyahu is not sc 

popular,” Mr. Diskin said. **AI j 
foe polls shew Peres winning.’ 

In the last few days, he said, afte 
M. Christopher returned fron 
Damasc us with a less concrete 
commitment to peace than the Is- 
raelis wanted, "I think early elec- 
tions have become most likely.' * 


Compiled by Ow Staff Fnm Dispaidta 

CAIRO — Moammar Gadhafi of 
Libya and President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt met at an Egyptian military base 
Thursday for their first encounter since 
June 1994. officials said. 

The meeting, at Sidi Banani on the 
Mediterranean coast, concerned ways to 
lift an air embargo imposed on Libya by 
the United Nations in 1992, the official 
Egyptian news agency MENA said. 

The embargo was imposed after Libya 
refused to hand over to Britain or the 
United States two Libyans implicated in 
the 1988 bombing of a Pan American 
World Airways jet over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land, which lolled 270 people. 

MENA said the two leaders were also 
discussing bilateral relations and devel- 
opments within foe Union of the Arab 
Magreb after tension between two of its 
members, Algeria and Morocco. 

In October. Colonel Gadhafi suspend- 
ed for up to six months the expulsion of 
thousands of Palestinians from Libya, 
after the intervention of Egypt, which 
refused to allow most of those expelled 
to cross its territory. 

At a press conference after the meet- 
ing, Colonel Gadhafi said he would try 
to use his influence with the Islamic 
government of Sudan to bring about a 
rapprochement between Sudan and 
Egypt. Relations between Cairo and 
Khartoum hit a low last June when Egypt 
accused Sudan of aiding an attempt to 
lull Mr. Mubarak at a conference in 
Ethiopia. (AFP, Reuters) 



Palestinians 9 Lively Campaign Ends 

Amid Election Debris, 84% Plan to Go to Polls 


kran Mq/tkaAaMtted ta 

RARE SNOWFALL — An Orthodox Jew at the Western Wall in Jerusalem, 
as a storm damped a few centimeters of snow on the city Thursday. 


By Barton Gellman 
and Dan Williams 

Washington Pan Service 

RAMALJLAH, West Bank — Ib rahim 
Shabana glided on foot through Rarnat- 
lah’s perpetual traffic jam, eyes turned 
neither left nor right. With a nonchalant 
motion of elbow and wrist, he peeled off a 
sticker and pressed it furtively on each car 
he passed. - 

Thursday was the last day of active 
campaigning for Saturday's Palestinian 
election, and canvassers got the word out 
any way they coukLM. Shabana, stump- 
ing for his cousin, said be tried to dis- 
appear before anyone noticed his work 
because the candidate told him “you lose 
votes if you pot signs on cars whose 
drivers say no.” 

An exuberant two- week election cam- 
paign has covered just about every flat 
spot in the centers of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip's Palestinian towns. Samir 
Hazbon,an economist in Bethlehem, es- 
timates that 676 candidates for Parliament 
each spent an average of $6,000 an 
posters, banners and signs. 

Omar Kariamani, whose paint store 
here (fid a booming trade in jugs of glue, 
said he has some tod news: “When you 
glue an top of iron shutters, it’s very bard 
to get it off. But some people put it on the 
stone walls, and this is even worse.” 

The Palestinian zest for democracy 
looks likely to survive that trial Can- 
didates on the stump have talked about 
peace and war, jobs and toads, refugees 
and prisoners, and even, gingerly, cor- 
ruption and misuse of the secret police in 
the 1 8-month rale of Yasser Arafat. Some 


84mercentofPalestiniflns polled said they 
wifi vote, and an astonishing 69 percent 
say they think: the ballot will change 
things far foe better. 

Which is not to say foe voters are 
naive. 

Abed Khozendar, smoking a water 
pipe in Gaza City the other day, waved his 
band disdainfully at a campaign banner 
outride bis Alsamer Restaurant. The can- 
didate, Rashad Hamad, had been trying to 


“She is our first media c a n d i date . 
' marveled apolitical scientist, Mahdi A1 
dulHadL 

Most candidates, grudgingly or no 


cajritalizx:<m foe hot-button issre of Pales- 
tinian prisoners still in Israeli jails. 

‘This guy is a wealthy food mer- 
chant,” Mr. Khozendar said. “He knows 
only how to import and export cans, and 
he writes on Ms banner, Tm going to 
release the prisoners.’ I’m not going to 
vote for this idiot” 

There are promises and promises, and 
some are. more practical than o thers . 
Many candidates have dispensed more 
inv itations that manifesto&^sexving lavish 

mwats of lhmh and ft pgplaiit and QCe to 

neighborhood teadetsTMr. Hazbon said 
one Nabhis candidate threw a banquet fra 
1 ,000 to kick off his campaign. 

Nearly everyone spoke of standing up 
to Israel, but Hanan Ashrawi did some- 
thing .about it Mrs. Ashrawi, foe savvy 
farmer spokeswoman for the Palestinian 
peace talks delegation in Washington, 
challenged an Israeli ban on driving 
poster-covered campaign vehicles in East 
Jerusalem — and lured a couple of cam- 
era crews into coining along. 

Israeli soldiers, as Mrs. Ashrawi 
hoped, stopped her car arritoughedup her 
bodyguard and driver. The whole thing 
appeared on Israeli TV a»l foreign broad- 
casts beamed in by satellite. 


which Saturday’s election is taking plac 
But many of them tout their credentials i 
battle against the Zionists over the year 
whether abroad or in the stone-forowir 
battles of foe intifada, or uprising, of tf 
late 1980s and ’90s. % 

Qaddurah Fanes does not even she 


ers in stylized poses with Kalashniix 
rifles in hand. 

“We, the heroes of the Black Panfoe 
of Jenin andfoe Fatah Hawks of Tulkar 
call on the people of Ramallah district ! 
elect a brother who struggled with u 
Qaddurah Fanes,” the caption reads. 


Successor Is Named I 
To Lesotho Throne I 

Agenct France-Presse | 

MASERU, Lesotho — Crown P 'ocf 
David Mohato Bereng Seeiso is to sneoed* 
his father. King Moshoeshoe H as king 
Lesotho, foe College of Chiefe amKHinafi 
after a meeting Thursday. 1 

Moshoshoe, 57, died in a car accideS 
on Monday in the Maluti mountain 
region of tins tiny kingdom, Mich | 
surrounded by South Africa. | 

South African radio said the chie^ 
had not yet set a date for the enthrone 
meat of foe • 32-year-old princj 
Moshoeshoe ’ s eldest son. • ' 


INDIA: Bribery Scandal Threatens Leading Politicians as Elections Approach BOOK; Further Sales Banned GERMANY 


Continued from Page 1 

cabinet, as investigators 
move down a list of US 
politicians, civil servants and 
businessmen whose names 
appeared in coded entries in 
two diaries seized by police in 
1991. The businessman who 
kept the diaries. S.K. Jain, is 
said to have told prosecutors 
that the entries reflected pay- 
offs made between 1988 and 
1991 for government con- 
tracts and other favors, in- 
cluding, in Mr. Advani’s 
case, the Bharatiya Janata’s 
parliamentary support for a 
brief-lived, non-Congress 
government that fell in 1989. 

After years of delay that 
had prompted accusations of 
a cover-up by the Rao gov- 
ernment, the indictments in- 
troduced a wild card into an 
election that was already 
shaping up to be one of the 
closest in India's history. 

Many Indian commenta- 
tors predicted the effect 
would be to further taint the 
Rao government after a term 
marked by a series of cor- 
ruption scandals, but Mr. 
Rao. who was said to have 
personally approved the in- 
dictments, was also said to be 
confident that the main dam- 
age would be to the Bharatiya 


Janata and its hopes of lead- 
ing a coalition government 
after April. 

But there were signs the 
strategy could backfire by 
making corruption the dom- 
inant election issue, over- 
shadowing efforts by Mr. Rao 
to woo voters with the free- 
market economic moves that 
have shaken up an economy 
grown stagnant from 40 years 
of socialism. A campaign fo- 
cusing on corruption could be 
troublesome for Mr. Rao. 
who has never directly rebut- 
ted accusations by Harshad 
Mehta, a central figure in a 
multibiUion-doUar stock mar- 
ket scandal in 1993, that M. 
Rao took money to protea 
Mr. Mehta from prosecution. 

“Both the Congress and the 
BJP are going to be harmed, 
but the Congress more than 
the BJP, because the charges 
are going to legitimize the 
popular perception that most 
Congress people, right from 
the top, are corrupt," said 
Chandan Mitra, a former ed- 
itor of The Hindustan Times, a 
newspaper that has given 
wide coverage to the corrup- 
tion scandals. 

Prosecutors have said the 
payoffs listed in the diaries 
amounted to nearly 650 mil- 
lion rupees, equivalent at the 


1991 rate of exchange to 
about $36 million. Indian 
newspapers and magazines 
that have published purported 
photocopies of foe diary en- 
tries have named more than 
70 politicians and civil ser- 
vants as payoff recipients, in- 
cluding Rajiv Gandhi who 
was prime minister until de- 
feated b a 1989 election that 
turned on accusations involv- 
ing more than $30 million in 
bribes by the Swedish arms 
company Bofors. In the di- 
aries. Mr. Gandhi was listed 
as having received a sum 
equivalent to $1.1 million. 

Others named in the di- 
aries, and indicted before foe 
Supreme Court on Tuesday, 
include Aijun Singh, 65. who 
was a senior minister in foe 
cabinets of Mr. Gandhi and 
Mr. Rao, and Devi Lai, 81. 
who was deputy prime min- 
ister in the government that 
took over after Mr. Gandhi 
was defeated in 1989. That 
brief-lived government was 
led by the Janata Dal party, 
which will be the third major 
force in the spring vote. 

Mr. Advau, the Bharatiya 
Janata leader, who is 68, was 
listed in the diaries as having 
received the equivalent of 
about $330,000. But after his 
indictment, he lost no time in 


trying to capitalize on the sit- 
uation. 

First, he resigned his par- 
liamentary seat and declared 
he would not run in the spring 
election unless he was tried 

^ ly and cleared. Then 
a march through New 
Delhi flat depicted the 'Rao 
government as increasingly 
desperate in its bid to head off 
his parly. 

“It's a cooked-up case, a 
frame-up, and by responding 
in the manner we have we wul 
succeed in nailing the lie,” be 
said. 

Mr. Scindia. the scion of 
one of foe princely families 
that ruled much oflndia before 
1947, was listed in the Jab 
diaries as having received the 
equivalent of about $420,000. 
On Tuesday, he denounced 
"foe utter falsity and scur- 
rilousness" of the accusa- 
tions. 

The other ministers who re- 
signed were V.G. Shukla. foe 
parliamentary affairs minis- 
ter, and Bal Ram Jakhar, the 
agriculture minister. At least 
three other Rao ministers are 
among those that Indian news- 
papers have identified as ap- 
pearing in the Jab diaries, and 
their resignations are likely. 

Prosecutors have hinted 
further revelations could fol- 


low, a possibility that was un- 
derlined when a panel of die 
Supreme Court, at the hearing 
Tuesday, referred to the 
“bazaar gossip” the scandal 
has stirred. 

The moves by the Supreme 
Court, which has demanded 
that prosecutors push ahead 
with their investigation at 
times when they have ap- 
peared to stall have prompted 


On Tuesday, the court said 
it was “tired” of delay and 
warned it would punish any 
official who posed obstacles 
to the inquiry. 


Continued from Page 1 

meat near the Eiffel Tower, 
provided by a presidential 
aide who later committed sui- 
cide in his office, Francois de 
Grossouvre. 

French politicians of all 
parties universally con- 
demned as false Dr. Gubler’s 
assertion that Mr. Mitterrand 
was not fully capable of car- 
rying out his presidential du- 
ties after November of 1994, 
when foe cancer had spread to 
his kidneys and he had un- 
dergone two operations. 

But many ordinary people 


were curious about the book. 
“It’s reprehensible,” said a 
member of the clergy on foe- 
way to work this morning. 
‘ 'Gan. I borrow s copy?” 

The .Mittenands* family 
lawyer, Georges Kiejman, 
tola Judge Jacqueline Cochard 
b a hearing on foe book 
Wednesday foal Dr. Gutter 
was only interested in making 
"a few million francs." 

Dr. Gubler’s lawyer, Ber- 
nard Caben, countered: “We 
have the right to know, as 
voters and citizens, whether 
foe president's health allowed 
him to govern. 


TIME: Flare-Up in Britain Over Euro-Sun 


Continued from Page 1 

for centered on foe effects of 
the change in the dark winter 
months, ar least one group has 
found cause for concern in the 
summer. Britain’s fireworks 
makers have complained about 
the potential loss of audiences 
and income from the necessity 


PLANETS: A Chance of Life a Mere 35 Light Years From Earth 


Continued from Page 1 

appointment at Berkeley and San Fran- 
cisco State. 

The planet b the Big Dipper, dis- 
covered after eight years of observa- 
tions, has a mass about three times thai of 
Jupiter and orbits its star every' 1,100 
days at about twice the Earth's distance 
from the sun. Its surface was estimated 
to be cooler — about minus 80 degrees 
centigrade (minus 112 Fahrenheit) — 
but. Mr. Butler said, it “should have a 
zone beneath the surface of the atmo- 
sphere where the temperatures are con- 
sistent with liquid water.” 

“There’s gobg to be a zone where a 
cauldron of organic molecules cooks 
with water.” he said. 

He added (hat you could “throw this 
planet right inside the solar system and it 
wouldn’t look odd at all” 

"This system is the closest thing 
we've seen to anything like our own 
solar system.” Mr. Butler said. 

Like Jupiter, both of the new planets 
are gas giants with no hard surface but 
probably a thick atmosphere, the sci- 
entists said. It remabs for biologists to 
work out what life forms might be pos- 
sible there. The planets might also have 
more Earth-like moons that could sup- 


port some form of life, Mr. Marcy said. 

“This is the culmination of 500 years 
of btellectual history” that began with 
Copernicus’s conclusion that the Earth 
is not the center of the universe, Robert 
A. Brown, of the Space Telescope Sci- 
ence Institute b Baltimore, told a stand- 
ing-room -only crowd of reporters and 
scientists at the winter meeting of the 
American Astronomical Society. 

Astronomers have searched diligently 
in recent decades for evidence of planets 
outside Earth's solar system, chiefly by 
lookbg for “wobbles” in the paths of 
stars foot could be caused by the grav- 
itational pull of such a body orbiting a 
star. But until this decade, scientists said, 
civilization lacked the technology to de- 
tect such small, dim and distant bodies 
across the void. 

In graphs representing years of data, 
Mr. Marcy and Mr. Butler showed that 
the new planets follow with uncanny 
precision laws of orbital motion worked 
out by Johannes Kepler and Isaac New- 
ton in the 16th and 17th centuries. 

The pair have been hunlbg planets 
sbee 1987. 

They are now monitoring 120 sun- 
like stars and have analyzed the data chi 
about 60 to find the two announced 
Wednesday, they said. 


Using technology at the Lick Ob- 
servatory that has “improved dramat- 
ically m just the last year,” the as- 
tronomers said their “Eureka moment” 
of discovery occurred early one morning 
about three weeks ago. when Mr. Buffer 
saw that their data from the star b Virgo 
showed motion predicted by Kepler and 
Newton. 

There was, they said, “no possible 
explanation, other titan a planet.” 

They forecast a period of “tremen- 
dous btellectual fermem”as researchers 
launch new observing campaigns, taking 
advantage of new technologies in space 
and on foe ground. 

Within 10 to 20 years, some scientists 
at foe meeting said, it may be possible to 
answer foe question: “Are we alone?’* - 
The first planet detected around a sun- 
like star, 40 light years from Earth, was 
reported on Oct. 6 by Michel Mayor and 
Didier Queloz of foe Geneva Obser- 
vatory in Switzerland. 

But scientists were skeptical because, 
as one researcher put it, tin landscape of 
planetary astronomy has become "lit- 
tered with the corpses” of similar dis- 
coveries that had to be reenacted. 

Within a week, Mr. Marcy and Mr. 
Butler provided the crucial independent 
confirmation of the Swiss discovery. 


evening skies until foe sun sets, 
well after 10 PAL 

Many dismiss such argu- 
ments as petty. 

“Frankly I cannot see what 
arguments anyone can possibly 
have against this measure,” 
said Roger Jones, foe head of 
foe Lloyd’s insurance compa- 
ny's car insurers syndicates. 
He predicts fewer road acci- 
dents. fewer injuries, less bent 
metal — and, of course, less b 
the way of claims against in- 
surers — - as more driving 
would be done in daylight. 

That is but the tip of foe 
iceberg, says Daylight Extra — 
which boasts the backing of the 
bulk of British busbessmen 
and tourist authorities, police 
organizations, safely councfls 
and the British Medical As- 
sociation. Urey foresee a cor- 
nucopia of gains — everything 
from a tourist season stretched 
by two months and generating 
on extra £12 billion ($1.8 bil- 
lion) to a better “quality of 
life” for old people. 

Thebfll’s backers also argue 
that 140 children would be 
spared from death and serious 
injury annually by allowing 
them to make their way home 
from school before dark. 

Emphasizing that point, 
John Butterfill the Conserva- 
tive MP who wrote foe bill has 
begun an advertising campaign 
with foe message: “Dusk. It’s 
Children's Darkest Hour.” 



10 Die in 


Continued from Page t 

declined to say what their if 
vestigations had established 
”we are fove sugaring i 
possibilities,;” said Winfrie 
Tabarelll a senior tovestig? 
tor b Lubeck. “Everything 
possible, from a technical £ 
feet to arson.” The fire w; 
said to have started b sever 
places, indicating arson, i 
vestigators said. i 

"If this turns out to bear 
other attack, my patience w? 
map,” President Roman He 
zog declared at a meeting \ 
Kid. ”1 will publicly raise tij 
issue of whether we are doii( 
enough for public security.’; 

The number of fatalltic 
could increase. As flames eij 
gulfed the turo-of-the-cente 
ry building, several of the 
immigrants living tfae^ 
leaped for their lives. Gq 
was a woman who die 
cradling a two-year-old chi! 
b her arms. Others were $ 


Opponents, led by a group 
called Sunrise, counter' that 
whatever benefits might be 
gained by a lata 1 sunset would 
be lc« by the additional hoar of 
darkness in the morning. “I 
just cannot see tins sis being the 
universal panacea it is being 
presented as,” insisted Roy 
O’Neill a researcher at De 
Montfort University. 

In fact, said Paul Lynes, the 
head of foe Sunrise campaign, 
“All this bill.' would do is trans- 
fer accidents from foe after- 
noon wthe mornings." He also 
points out that foe WH for all its 
supposed supporters, has con- 
spicuously failed to sign up the 
most essential of foe lot, foe 
government. 

With a razor-thin majority to 
Parliament and_trafling far be- 
hind the opposition Labor par- 
ty in the polls, Mr. Major and 
colleagues may. have had little 


NcuterA*<iu/IHr 

choke but to give yet another 
divisive issue a miss. 

Also weighing heavily on 
thefr minds may be memories 
of Britain's last flirtation with 
Central European Time. That 
experiment ran from 1968 to 
1971, and ended wife a crush- 
ing 366-to-81 vote in Parlia- 
ment to shelve it. 

- In the end though, even the 
staunchest supporters of the 
Daylight Extra campaign ad- 
mit that it may yet founder and 
frul — not on a cold calculation 
of its merits bat an the work 
habits of members of Parlia- 
ment 

Faced with the need Friday 
to muster 100. votes in. the. 
Commons to send foe bill for- 
ward, they fear an uphill strug- 
gle- 

“Most MPs return to their 
constituencies <»- Thursday 
night” Mr. Fraser said. 


limbs and head injuries, j 
Additionally, there we" 
fears expressed by some tojj 
migrants that a family with stj 
children bad been trapped g 
the attic, fire fighters were u^ 
able to investigate the repq| 
because there was a tang*? 
that foe roof of the bui’' 
could collapse on them. \ 
The image of weeping^ 
eigners against a scorfl. 
backdrop recalled the eg: 
years after Germany’s rei^ 
ficiatian when neo-Nazis rag 
paged against foreign imn? 
grants, predominantly Turks 
in many parts of foe count™ 
The violence peaked a 
1993 after an attack to Solis 
gen in which five TurkiS 
women and girls were k31& 
inspiring a wave of revuisid 
in many parts of Germany. ? 

At the same time, foe Ge< 
man authorities introduce 
what they termed compr* 
mise measures to deal wpj 
far-right extremism, crackus 
.down on extremist groups 
arresting their leaders, whs 
tightening immigration pri 
cednres to limit the number! 


people seeking asylum. 5 
Since .then, the number 5 
dramatic attacks on foreign^ 
had dwindled. 1 

. In LUbeck, arsonists sou§j 
unsuccessfully to butt} doi 
a synagogue in Ma&i 19< 
and May, -1995, raising w< 
ries that foe part city wasp 
ticularly prime .to an 
Semitic extremism. 








■ ,7. w ,-i . * - 


ectj 

5 '**U alio k, s 


."*• i£j&P* £ • • • t 


H cral utt c 

BUSINESS / FINANCE 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 1996 



PAGE 13’ 


■ XL 'S With a?* 1 

J2, sani to ni ^ 

’■■".by** 


THE TRIB INDEX 131.71® 

Internationa] Herald Tribune Wnrirt inw.„ A __ *®®~ 



As Weak Economies 
Cast Pall on Europe 


A /& 


World Index 

' ki-jt-nLin-f:* '-.*'* v *''§5-. l. ; 'S ; 9h clc-- 1 "' 1 ■' 

^pmmmw: p.-o^u* ;V : to 



1998 j 





Approx, weighting: 32% 
dose 131.40 Pim: 13X25 
)- = : 1 

i| 

Appro. weiflMng; 37% 

Close 13924 Pro: 139.29 
140 : 

9 


=cv \elaain«- ' 

onis abit2 

■ r -t&f lh *«50 

.IVfoniasonaSS 

in the HniS^ 


■"? oe ^ n ot 
; _ ;«naposten 

• " ^hsofgajjLrj 

:r ?«** «rfgj 

• -isrw of the BJatjw 

f 7 ?- p. RamalWidL. 
r :r *f*o snig gled wj t 

~ TS "- ^C2pti00[Qk 

*or Is Named 
■otho Throne 

*"•■.' '-’-w-? r use 

• — Crown lb 

2 ^T ;2 SeeisoisBaa 

Vr^oesaeaab 

- - - ‘-tg s Chafe arac 
-.: 7: ^As\. 

• 5‘ i : eJinacar«Ei 
■ - re Mauri noec 

-”.■ —■ £safai > «tt 

- r i;.r. Ania. 

— -_L'o saM the 4 
: >i' . tribe eote 
."J •1’iSJT’Old pc 
c • vTi. > 



A 

1995 

World Index 

The index trad* US. obftr rates rf atochm h.- Tokyo, Now Voric London, untf 
Arganttre, Australia. Austria. Btegtam, Bnd, Canada, CtiBa, Dmwk. Rrtend. 
■franco, Garraany, Hong Kong, My, Mexico, Mathar ta w ds . Naw Zoate nd, 
Norway. Sfngapors, Spate, flte ad n . Swtaa rta nd and Vanaawla. For Toioo. 

York and London, tiieMeac to composed cf the 20 top Issues in farms ofmadot 
capxatextion, otherwise As ton top stocks are tracked 


— — 

Thu. Km. « 

dura daw d^a 


Thu. 

daw 

Pm 

daw 

* 

drag* 

&WW 134£8_. 13424 . -tfL48 

CapM Goods .. 

.132.96 

129.05 

+103 

IMRties 131.12 131.25 -0.10 

R»t Materials 

14200 

14153 

-051 

finance 124.98 126S9 -1 X! 

Constnor Goods 

13752 

13820 

4053 

Sendees 12Z37 12331 -076 

IflacaOaneoos - 

13827 

139.04 

-055 

For mom information about ihe Index, a boote! Is avatiabie tree of charge. 

Write to Tnb Index. 181 Avenue Ctterias do Qmds, 92521 NeuUy Codex. Ftaxx. 


Halted Tifcuna 


By Erik Ipsen 

buenumtmal timid Tribune 

LONDON — Wife fears of stag- 
nating growth spreading across Eu- 
rope, fee central banks of Britain, 

France and fee Netherlands re- 
sponded Thursday try slashing in- 
terest rates. 

Hie Bundesbank declined to join 
in wife a rate cut feat might bolster 
fee faltering German economy, fee 
eqguieof European growth. 

But fee reductions by the other 
oesual banks heightened expecta- 
tions, feat die Bundesbank would 
soon move as well to lower rates, 
helping fend off a feared chain-re- 
action: slide into recession. 

“We’re going to see the whole 
pace of European rale cuts pick up,” 
David Cocker, an economist at 
Chemical Bank, told Bloomberg 
Business News. 

European stocks rose in response, 
particularly in Britain where shares 
jumped 12 percent to a record close 
after fee Bank of England touched 
off fee round of European interest- 
rate cuts. 

The Bonk of France followed wife 
a 25 percentage point cut in its in- 
tervention rate and th? Dutch central 
hank' shaved its manor market rate. 

: Stocks were little changed in fee 
Netherlands and France, while the 
mam indexes in Italy, Belgium and 
Span climbed. 

Climbing unemployment *nri 
budget deficits, coupled with tum- 
bling economic growth, particularly 
in Germany and France, have sur- 
prised many forecasters and gov- 
ernment officials, while raising 
fears the Continent is headed for 
recession. 

In Britain, Kenneth Clarke, the 
chancellor of fee Exchequer, sur- 
jprised markets on Thursday, trim- 
ming a quarter point off Britain's 
base interest rates, to 6.25 percent. 
The move came only a month after an 
identical rate cut and only minim* 

unexpected rise inTfrrflatiotn ^ast 
month. 

Mr. Clarke pointed to slower 


growth in Britain's export markets, 
particularly in Europe. ■‘This is con- 
tributing to slower growth at 
home, he said. He also cited the 
worse-fean-expected retail price in- 
flation figure of 3.2 percent in De- 
cember on such temporary phenom- 
ena as a jump in gasoline prices. 

His explanations left many 
economists unconvinced. In partic- 
ular, they expressed concern about 
an apparent rift between fee chan- 
cellor and Eddie George, the gov- 
ernor of fee Bank of England. 

“It looks to me like Ken Clarke 
has steamrollered Eddie George on 
this one,” said Ian Amsiad, an 
economist wife Bankers Trust He 
sod others noted that in contrast to 
December’s rate cut, when the gov- 
emor and fee chancellor had publicly 
endorsed the move, this time there 
was only silence from Threadncedle 
Street, fee central bank’s home. 

Others expressed fear the govern- 
ment had abandoned its official in- 
flation target of 2-5 percent. Instead, 
they said it seemed fee chancellor's 
November forecast of an economy 
growing 3 percent in 1996 had turned 
mto a vote- winning target. 

“Rubbish,” said Patrick Minford 
of such speculation. Instead Mr. 
Mmfosd, an economist at fee Uni- 
versity of Liverpool and a member 
of the Treasury’s so-called wise 
men panel of outside advisers said, 
“I am not denying feat there is a 
political imperative in this move, 
but in this case politics and eco- 
nomics arc in complete harmony.” 

Separately, in Ftaris. fee Bank of 
France also lowered its key inter- 
vention rate by a quarter percentage 
point, to 420 percent, a move ihk 
had been widely expected. 

Also (xi Thursday, Insee, the of- 
ficial statistical office, confirmed that 
the Trench economy grew by a mea- 
ger 02 percent in fee third quarter of 
1995. Most economists are forecast- 
ing 1996 growth of just 1-5 percent. 

But Jean-Claude Trichet, Gover- 
nor ofthe Bank of France, said Thurs- 
day that France’s economy would 
rebound and sow by 25 percent this 
year, with inflation of 2 pereem. 


American Blue Chips Shine 

Profit Grows at IBM \ GE and Caterpillar 


CwqUI to Our Saffn* Djpm.HK 

NEW YORK — International 
Business Machines Coip. posted 
solid growth in fee fourth quarter, 
earning $1.7 billion after special 
charges and experiencing rising 
sales, fee company said Thursday. 

Separately, Caterpillar Inc., Gen- 
eral Electric Co. and Union Carbide 
Coip. reported strong fourth-quar- 
ter earnings, while McDotmell 
Douglas Ccirp. posted a loss fex die 
period, bm that was mainly because 
of an accounting charge. ' 

The results kindled a rally on 
Wall Street, wife investors target- 
ing companies whose profits 
might advance despite a lukewarm 
economy. (Page 14) 

* ‘The economy is OK — it’s not 
terrific, it's not terrible, it’s some- 
where in the middle, ” said Arthur 
Stockton, chief executive of Stock- 
ion Capital Management & Trust. 
“That’s what all the earnings are 
confirming to me, across the 
board.” 

IBM earned $1.2 billion in the 
like 1994 period. Revenue totaled 
$21.9 billion, up 10 percent from a 
year earlier. 

IBM took a $663 million pretax 
charge in fee quarter to pay for 
about 1 200 job cuts and asset de- 
valuations, and a S37 million charge 
to reflect the reduced value of seme 
software. For the first time in years, 
there were no major trouble spots in 


the IBM’s vast product line. Per- 
sonal computers and large systems 
sold well, and Lotus Development 
Coip, which IBM bought last sum- 
mer, shipped an astounding 12 mil- 
lion copies of its Notes program. 

“Our fundamental strategies 
are working.” IBM's chief exec- 


Paine Pays Up 

Bloomberg Business Sens 

NEW YORK — Paine Webber 
Group Inc. said Thursday it agreed 
to pay $3323 million to the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commis- 
sion. state regulators and cus- 
tomers to settle claims arising from 
alleged misleading sales of tinfihaH 
partnerships. 

The costs, which were higher 
than expected, cansed the founb- 
largest ILS. brokerage to take a 
$30 million pretax charge against 
founh-quarter earnings, wiping 
away what would have been a 
reaxd quarter. 

Paine Webber said it earned 
$58.8 million in fee fourth quarter 
after the charge related to fee part- 
nerships. A year ago it posted a 
loss of $193 million. Without the 
charge, which was $20.1 million 
after tax, earnings would have out- 
paced the $782 million record set 
in the third quarter. 


utive. Louis V. Gerstner Jr, said. 

But IBM said nothing about the 
future, causing some nervousness 
among fee investors who have 
seen other technology companies 
project a flat performance. 

Caterpillar’s fourth -quarter 

earnings rose 7.5 percent to a 
record for fee quarter. The results 
surprised analysts, who had ex- 
pected earnings to fall. The 
world’s top maker of earth-moving 
and construction equipment over- 
came a slowing economy and labor 
strife to earn S300 million, up from 
S279 million a year earlier. 

Revenue for fee quarter rose 7 
percent, to $421 billion. 

GE said its fourth-quarter earn- 
ings rose to SI .87 billion, paced by 
double-digit increases in operating 
profit at its financial services, plas- 
tics and NBC units. 

In the fourth quarter of 1994, a 
loss of S917 million from discon- 
tinued operations of its Kidder, 
Ffeabody unit resulted in net income 
of S768 milli on. Revenue rose 1 1 
percent, to $19.75 billion. 

At Union Carbide, quarterly net 
soared 21 percent, to S187 million, 
on a 7 percent rise in sales. 

McDonnell Douglas said re- 
ported a S936 million fourth-quar- 
ter loss, but would have posted a 1 3 
percent profit rise without the cost 
of adopting an accounting change. 

t AP , Bloomberg ) 


Generate des Eaux Will Post Loss 


Ctmfldtd fy Or SuffFrOn Ojpxha 

PARIS — Compagnie Generate 
des Eaux said Thursday it would post 
fee first loss in its 142-year history 
because of real estate and construc- 
tion woes in France and Germany. 

The co m p an y, Fence's top water 
supplier, said it lost from 3 billion to 
3.5 billion French francs (S600 mil- 
lion to $700 million) last year, com- 
pared wife profit of 334 billion 
francs in 1994. Revenue rose to 165 
billion francs from 155 billion. 

The company said it lost about 7 


hiHirm francs in real estate activities 
and construction, while it earned oi- 
ly 5 billion francs from asset sales. 

The profit wanting drove the 
company's shares down 29 francs 
on the Paris Bourse, to 522 francs. 

“The crisis in the real ecrafg mar- 
ket has eaxen into growth in the 
group’s more traditional activities of 
water, cleaning services and ener- 
gy,” said Jean-Marie Messer, the 
chief executive. 

But the company said its results 
would recover this year wife fee 


help of asset sales and that profit 
would be in line wife figures of 
recent years “despite a particularly 
gloomy economic climate.” 

G6n£ra]e des Eaux said “some 
important negotiations are contin- 
uing or have been started,” on asset 
sales. It did not provide further de- 
tails. 

The company also said it would 
pay 105 francs a share for fee 36 
percent of Cie. G6n£rale de Bati- 
roenr & de Construction it does not 
already own. ( Bloomberg . Reuters) 
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What’s the Whole Company Worth? 


By James K. Glassman 

Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — Imagine, just 
for fun, feat you've just inherited $100 
billion and you want to put all of it into 
fee stock market. Which of these buy- 
ing opportunities — "each of which 
would cost about $ 1 00 b£D |j on — would 
you prefer: 11 all of Exxon Carp.. 2) all 
of Johnson &. Johnson and Intel Coip;, 
3) all of Microsoft Carp., PepsiCo Inc. 
and Rubbermaid Inc., or 4) all of Mo- 
torola Inc., Fotd Motor Co., Bell At- 
lantic Corp. and United Healthc ar e 
Corp.? 

Td probably choose No. 4, or maybe 
No. 2, but the precise selection i& not 
fee point. Instead, the purpose of this 
little fantasy is to try to get ybu to think 
about investing in a new, simple, pro- 
ductive way. 

Most people think of stocks as num- 
bers that bob up and down in the news- 
paper tables. Unfortunately, feat is a 
concept that promotes needless anxiety, 
not to mention poor stock-picking. 

There is another way: “You should 
think of stocks as part ownership of a 
b usiness. ’ * That is how Warren E. Buf- 
fett, one of the top in vestors of our era, 
recently. paraphrased the No. 1 idea he 
was taught by his mentor, the late Ben- 
jamin Graham. 

The best way to think of part own- 
ership is to think of whole ownership. 
The starting point for stock selection, 
, -L then. is this question: What does the 

entire business cost? 
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- -If you were feiriong about buying an 
Italian restaurant down fee street, de- 
termining fee cost would be no easy 
Pm one thing, tire current own- 
ers mi^tt not want to sell. But the cost 
of any business that is publicly traded 
in the stock market xjjT available every 
day, and it easy to compute: Just 
muh|ply fee ixice per share by fee 
numberof shares. 

. Boeing Co^ for example, was trad- 
ing Thursday at $76,375 per share, and 
there are 343 million shares of Boeing 

Aiifll ^ '/.mg market 
capitalization lets yon 
draw quick conclusions 
about relative value. 


outstanding. To buy all those shares 
would cost abbot $2620 billion. 

The first factor in a market. cap-, 
italization calculation, price per share, 
is printed in the newspaper. The second 
factor, shares outstanding, is more dif- 
ficult to find. You can get it through an 
on-line service or your broker. 

Boeing’s $2620 biffion market cap- 
italization, or market cap, is a good 
approximation of what the company is 
worth in fee minds of investors.- - • 

The next stage is deciding whether 
$2620 billion for all of Boeing is a 
good price. The most important con- 
sideration is Boeing's operations. How 


much money is the company making? 
Because of abig write-off in (he second 
quarter, 1995 earnings, expected to be 
released in about two weeks, will be 
modest — only about $300 million. 
But over die past six years, Boeing’s 
annual profit has averaged about $1 
billion annually. 

Are such earnings enough to justify 
a price of $27 billion? Clearly not. 
Merely putting $27 billion into 30-year 
Treasury bonds yielding 6 percent 
would produce earnings of $1.62 bil- 
lion a year. So, to buy Boeing at these 
prices means to bet feat its profits will 
grow substantially as air travel grows, 
or as methods of making airplanes be- 
come more efficient, or as competition 
becomes less intense. 

Another reason market-cap thinking 
is useful is drat it allows you to draw 
quick conclusions about relative value, 
ha other words, you can easily compare 
Boeing's market cap with that of other 
companies. 

For example, die market is valuing 
all of Boeing at roughly the same price 
as all of the financial powerhouse Citi- 
corp. or die drugmaker Eli Lilly & 
Co. 

Like most banks, Citicorp has had 
erratic earnings in fee past, but 1994 
profit totaled $33 bfllioa and 1995 earn- 
ings will be around $3.0 billion. That is 
an excellent return on a $27 billion 
investment. Lilly, meanwhile, has been 
churning out profits fairly regularly at a 

• See INVEST, Page 17 


Xerox Sells Talegen to KKR Group 


C-mjnlrJbrOm SuffFrmm Oapatrhn 

STAMFORD. Connecticut — Xerox 
Corp. said Thursday it agreed to sell its 
property -casualty insurance business, 
Talegen Holdings Inc., to an investment 
group led by Kohlbeig. Kravis, Roberts 
& Co. for $2.72 billion. 

The move to dismantle Xerox’s ill- 
fated diversification into financial ser- 
vices will rcsuh in a $13 billion after-tax 
charge against the office equipment mak- 
er's earnings for the last quarter of 1995. 

Xerox also agreed to sell its money- 
management company and Talegen sub- 
sidiary, Fust Quadrant Corp.. to Bos- 
ton’s Affiliated Managers Group for an 
undisclosed amount. 

Analysts said First Quadrant, a 
Pasadena. California, company feat man- 
ages funds for institutional investors, was 
worth more than $100 million. 

“These agreements, on closing, ef- 
fectively complete our strategy to exit 


financial services." said Paul Allaire, 
fee chairman of Xerox. 

Investors welcomed the sale, sending 
Xerox shares up S3. 1 25 in late trading, to 
SI 39.75. 

The business has “been a long-term 
weight on the stock.” said Bob Spremul- 
11 investment officer at the College Re- 
tirement Equities Fund in New York. 
“It’s a plus that this stuff is finally 
gone.” 

KKR. the largest U.S. leveraged buy- 
out firm, said Joseph Brown Jr. would 
remain chairman of the company, which 
includes Coregis. Crum & Forster In- 
surance. Industrial Indemnity and 
Westchester Specialty Group. 

The sale, which is subject to financing 
and regulatory approval, is expected to 
dose in June 1996. 

KKR’s biggest insurance success so 
far has been American lie Cmp., which 
it bought three years ago from Aetna 


Life & Casualty Co. It sold pans of the 
business to the public months later, 
tripling its initial investment. 

■ Kodak Plans to Sell Copier Unit 

Eastman Kodak Co. plans to sell all or 
pan of its unprofitable copier unit, the 
company said Thursday in reporting its 
fourth-quarter earnings, Bloomberg 
Business News reported from 
Rochester. New York. 

George Rsher, chief executive of Ko- 
dak, refused to give a timetable for fee 
sale, except to characterize it as man- 
agement’s “highest priority.” 

The division is expected to fetch up to 
$1 billion, analysts said. 

Kodak also said it earned a net S275 
million in the fourth quarter, up from 
$18 million a year ago. The 1994 result 
was reduced by a $587 million charge to 
cover layoffs and reduce debt. 

Sales rose 6 percent, to S4.09 billion. 


China Affirms Curbs on Market Wires 
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Reuters 

BEIJING — China said Thursday that 
its new curbs on domestic distribution of 
financ ial information from abroad did 
not mark a slowing of economic reform 
and would not slow fee transmission of 
real-time news into the country. 

However, all on-line trading systems 
provided by foreign vendors of eco- 
nomic information must be approved by 
China's Xinhua news agency with cur- 
rent technical systems remaining in 
place for the present, officials said. 

Xinhua would intervene if any in- 
formation appeared to domestic users 
feat was not linked to economics or 
attacked China, a Xinhua official said. 


effectively acknowledging that Xinhua 
would play the role of censor. 

Meanwhile, a World Bank report re- 
leased Thursday that fee development of 
China’s nascent capital markets was be- 
ing hampered by excessive government 
intervention, wife primary markets most 
acutely affected, li urged Beijing to in- 
troduce market-driven interest rates, to 
scrap credit quotas, to halt bunching of 
initial public offerings and to introduce 
short-term government debt issues. 

The clarification about delivery of 
economic information by foreign ven- 
dors was issued by Xinhua two days 
after Beijing clamped controls on dis- 
tribution, telling all vendors of such in- 


formation to distribute through fee of- 
ficial news agency. 

* ’This new administrative policy will 
by no means influence China's reform 
and opening up to the outside world." 
said Shen Guofang, a spokesman of the 
Foreign Ministry. 

The State Council decision, which 
took effect immediately, raised fears 
China would reimpose controls that 
have been steadily eroded since the end 
of the Cultural Revolution in 1976. 

Mr. Shen denied the measures marked 
a return to fee past, saying they were 
designed to promote "an atmosphere for 
fair competition" among domestic and 
foreign economic media. 
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Chairman Says Shell Stays in Nigeria 


Ora Rtw Britain 


By Robert Kroon 

Special to the Herald Tribune 
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THE HAGUE — Rejecting ‘’absurd 
accusations" of environmental and hu- 
manitarian misbehavior in its Nigerian 
operations as well as calls for pulling out 
of Africa’s leading oil-producing coun- 
try, the chairman of Royal Dutcb/Shell 
Group’s management board. Cor AJ. 
Herkstroter, said his company would 
stay in Nigeria and proceed wife a S4 
billion liquefied-narural-gas project in 
which it has a 24 percent stake. 

This operation will go onstream 
around the nun of the century. “For 30 
years. Shell has done its best to help 
Nigeria's development." Mr. Herkstrot- 
er said in an interview. ”We employ 
5,000 Nigerians and we cannot simply 
abandon them and our installations, go 
home and let the competition move in. 

“Instead of spreading disinformation. 


s should be 

held to the same standards of responsible 
behavior they expect from Shell." 

Greenpeace has accused the Anglo- 
Duicfa energy company of polluting and 
exploiting oil-rich Ogonfland in south- 
eastern Nigeria. In November, fee Ogoni 
minority-rights activist and author Ken 
Saro-Whva and eight other protest lead- 
ers were hanged by the Nigerian military 
regime, triggering a worldwide outcry. 

Fearing demonstrations. Shell can- 
celed its annual New Year's reception in 
The Hague on Jan. 4, since "that also 
happened to be ‘Ogoni Day' and we 
didn’t want our guests to nut a potential 
gauntlet." as Mr. Heikstrfiter put tL 
“Greenpeace is under the illusion it can 
solve fee Ogoni's plight by attacking 
Shell" Mr. Herksrr&ter said. “In fee ’60s 
and '70s activist groups campaigned for 
multinational companies to stay out of 
politics, and feat has been our policy 


worldwide. So we cannot and we should 
not read the nor actio the Nigerian gov- 
ernment." 

This hands-off attitude has drawn scorn 
because many people say they feel the 
world's biggest private-sector oil com- 
pany has enough clout to thwart a dic- 
tatorship that depends on petroleum rev- 
enue. 

Mr. Herkstroter retorted that his com- 
pany has cajoled fee Nigerian regime into 
a more equitable distribution of fee coun- 
try's oil wealth. "As a result, the fed- 
eration states now get 13 percent of the oil 
revenues instead of tiK former 3 percent.' ' 
he said. “All we can do is plead." 

The Shell chief bridled at Greenpeace 
charges of “environmental devastation" 
in fee Ogoni region. "We are not above 
human error, but we see to it that things 
get cleaned up if something happens to 

See SHELL, Page 17 
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Viacom Fires Chief Executive 


By Mark Landler 

New York Times Service 


NEW YORK — Viacom Inc. has 
ousted its president and chief ex- 
ecutive, Frank J. Biondi Jr„ sev- 
ering a nine-year partnership be- 
tween Mr. Biondi and the 
company's billionaire chairman, 
Sumner Redstone. 

Mr. Redstone said Wednesday 
that Viacom needed more aggres- 
sive leadership as it tried to build on 
its twin 1993 acquisitions of 
Paramount Communications Carp, 
and Blockbuster Entertainment 
Corp. 

Viacom's cable networks, which 
include MTV and Nickelodeon, are 
uniformly healthy. But the Block- 
buster unit had disappointing re- 
sults in the fourth quarter of 1995, 
while the Paramount film studio 
stumbled through the entire year. 


The announcement of Mr. Bion- 
di‘s dismissal was made after the 
stock market closed Wednesday. On 
Thursday, Viacom’s class B shares 
closed down $3,875. at $37.25. 

Mr. Redstone said he had been 
mulling over the change for weeks. 

Mr. Biondi said he was caught 
completely off guard by the news. 
But he acknowledged that bis work- 
ing relationship with Mr. Redstone 
had eroded in recent months as Mr. 
Redstone took a more hands-on role 
in operating the company. “We 
weren't having as much fun we did 
eight years ago," Mr. Biondi said. 

Mr. Redstone, 72, said he would 
assume the duties of chief exec- 
utive. He also appointed a seven- 
member executive committee to set 
broad strategy for the company. 

Two members of that group, 
Thomas E. Dooley and Philippe P. 
Da uman , are close advisers of Mr. 


Redstone and have been promoted 
to deputy chairmen of Viacom. 

Mr. Redstone said he had no im- 
mediate plans to name a new chief 
executive, but several industry ex- 
ecutives said Mr. Dooley and Mr. 
Dauman would be potential can- 
didates for the job. .. 

Executives familiar with Viacom 
said that Mr. Biondi, 51, bad be- 
come isolated since die Paramount 
and Blockbuster acquisitions, while 
Mr. Dauman and Mr. Dooley have 
assumed mare powerful roles. In 
particular, Mr. Dauman had 
emerged as a potent rival to Mr. 

Mr. Redstone hired Mr. Biondi m 
1987 shortly after he acquired Vi- 
acom in a leveraged buyout At the 
rime , Mr. Biondi had just beat 
named chairman of Coca-Cola Co.’s 
entertainment pro p erties, which 
then included Columbia Pictures. 





Bloomberg Business News 

NEW YORK — Slocks gained 
on Thursday, helped by bencr-thffli- 
expected earnings from IBM and 
Caterpillar. 

As companies repost fbmtb- 
quarter p rofits, invesUHsaresnalcfa- 
ing up stocks of those they expect 
wril continue to do well this year, 
traders said. 

But automakers aid retailers 
lagge d the advance amkt concern a 
slowing economy will whittle away 
their earnings. 

“What investors ere doing here 
is buying earnings and sbnnraag 


OS.STOCKS 


Source; Bloomberg. Haulers 
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Apple Shares Plunge on Warning 


Very briefly: 


L’Oreal Raises Bid for Maybelline 


YORK (Combined Dispatches) — L’Ortial SA of France 
said Thursday it raised its bid to buy Maybelline Inc. to $4 1 a 
share, a day after a rival bidder, Joh A. Benckiser GmbH of 
Germany, had offered $37 a share. 

Maybelline, based in Memphis and one of America's 
leading cosmetics makers, said it would study the German 
proposal. ( Reuters . AFXl 


CixrqrdnJ by Our Staff From Dapatdti ss 

NEW YORK — Shares in Apple 
Computer Inc. plunged Thursday as 
several analysts lowered their opin- 
ions of the company in light of its 
forecast for a loss in its second fi- 
nancial quarter. 

Apple's prediction followed its an- 
nouncement Wednesday of a first- 
quarter loss, a nearly 8 percent re- 
duction in staff and a second-quarter 
pretax charge of at least $125 mil- 
lion. 


At least three analysts cut their 
ratings on Apple’s stock, which 
closed down $2.0625 Thursday, at 
$31.9375. 

Apple “can no longer be all things 
to all people,” said Tim Bajarin, 
president of Creative Strategies Re- 
search International. “It must 
emerge asa company that focuses on 
products that they do welL” 

Apple plans to “simplify” its 
product line and “focus on inno- 
vative best-of-class products,” said 


Lynne Keast, a company spokes- 
woman. 

. She said this did not mean Apple 
was abandoning the entry-level 
market, bat that the company would 
“be making fewer products at die 
entry leveL” 

“We will be getting out of many 
low-margin products,” she said. 
“We will continue to produce low- 
end products and entry-level prod- 
ucts with high margins.” 

(Bloomberg, AP , Reuters) 


everything else,” said Richard CSae 
rdullo, head trader az liberty fc 

vestment Management. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age climbed 54.45 points, to 
5,12435. 

Advancers outpaced dertbers by 
a 13-to-9 ratio on the New York 
Stock Exchange. 

The benchmark 30-year Trea- 
sury bond rose 11/32, to 112 9/32, 
to yield 5.98 percent, down from 
6.01 percent on Wednesday. 

Automakers and retailers were 
hurt when a Philadelphia Federal 
Reserve Bank report showed a dog- 
gish economy in the Mid- Atlantic 
region. 

S3 In 


•Northwest Airlines Corp. said fourth-quarter profit surged 
to $53.5 million from $35.9 million a year ago due to higher 
passenger loads and fares. 

•The World Trade Organization, in its first major ruling as 
the international trade arbiter, said a key section of the U.S. 
Clean Air Act discriminated against foreign oil refiners and 
ordered Washington to develop a plan to change its rules on 
’imported gasoline or face unspecified sanctions. 

•Bankers Trust New York Corp. reported a 25 percent rise 
in fourth-quarter net income . to $126 million, despite costs 
relared to its problems with derivatives. 


S3 Inc. fell 2 1 3/16, to 12 1/16, m 
active trading after one of Its 
biggest customers posted krwer- 
than-expected earnings. 

The drop accelerated after 
Cowen & Co. cut its recc 


so- 


European Rate Cuts Help Dollar 


•Bear, Stearns & Co. said earnings in its quarter ended Dec. 
31 more than tripled, to $105.2 million from $3Z9 million a 
year ago, as t radin g, investment banking and commission 
revenue soared. 


-•Pfizer Inc. said fourth-quarter earnings rose 23 percent, to 
‘$410.9 million, boosted by strong sales of new drugs and 

lower Costs. AP. NYT. Bloomberg, Reuters 


Confided In Our Staff From DisptMt-hn 

NEW YORK — The dollar rose 
Thursday against most major cur- 
rencies as rate cuts in Britain, France 
and the Netherlands raised expec- 
tations' for similar moves elsewhere. 

While the Bundesbank left Ger- 
man rates unchanged after its coun- 
cil met Thursday, traders said they 
expected it to cut rates sometime in 
the first quarter. 

Tbe dollar rose to 1.4740 Deutsche 
marks from 1.4705 DM Wednesday 
and to 5.0315 French francs from 
5.0235 francs. The pound fell to 


$1.5175 from $1.5235. 

But the dollar slipped to 1.1855 
Swiss francs from 1. 1887 francs and 
to 105.485 yen from 105.650 yen. 
Expectations for finance minis- 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


era from the Group of Seven in- 
dustrialized countries to call for a 
stronger dollar when they meet Sat- 
urday also kept a floor under the 
U.S. currency. The finance leaders 
are expected to endorse a strong 
dollar as one way to improve slug- 


gish economic growth in Europe. 

But the U.S. budget deadlock be- 
tween Congress and President Bill 
Clinton limited tire dollar’s gains. 

“The dollar’s resilience is im- 
pressive at a time wheat it looks like 
no budget deal is going to be cut,” 
said Chris Iggo, an analyst at Chase 
Manhattan Bank. 

Yet analysts said the U.S. budget 
deficit, already among the lowest in 
the G-7, was likely to drop whether 
or not a balanced-budget accord was 
reached. ( Reuters , 

Knight-Ridder, Bloomberg) 


dation on the samccotiuctorstocit. 

Tbs decline came after S3 cus- 
tomer Diamond MnWmetfia'Sys^ 
terns, a maker of personal compute*? 
electronics, posted fi^rii-gatea- 

share. WaH°litreei expected profit 
from operations of 44 cents a 
share. 

Diamond Multimedia's stock 
tumbled 9 13/16, to 16 7/16- 
Computer stodc averages she w ed 
modest gains after IBM said fottfffr- 
quarter earnings bear analysts’ tiro- 
cast IBM gained 8 H, to96ML , 

“It was a good quatez; the earn- 
ings were better than e xpe c ted and 
revenue was up,” said aru^yst Steve 
Dube of Wasse rs te m Ptaefla Secu- 
rities. 


Other computer-related compa- 
nies climbed TcIIabs, a maker of 

data communications equipment, 

dunked 3, to 37, after it said quar- 
terly profits climbed to 42 cobs a 
share from 29 cents, last year. ...... 

Caterpillar rose 5, to 59W, after its 
profit repost suggested to Investors 
dim slower economic growth was 
not damping profits evetywhere. ■ 

US. stocks got a helping hand 
from Earopean central banks, three 
of winch fowawl interest rates on 
Thursday to stimulate thefer flagging 
economies. . 

Retail stocks continued to suffer 
from Wal-Mart Storts’s announce- 
menx Wednesday that fourth-quar- 
ter profits fell shun of forecasts. 

- Wal-Mart fell. 1 . to 19 %. dra 
gtng down Scare, which declined - 
to 3954, and Daytro-Hudson. which 
edged down %, to 70V4. 

Asto stocks reacted to a Salomon 
Bro t hers downgrade of General. 
Motors to amid concern for weak- 
ening demand and growing inven- 
tories- GM fell IK. to 47K, 
Chrysler declined X, to 52*4, and 
Fond Motor eased to 27Wu 

Bastes Trust New. Yak Crap, 
fefl %, to 6314, after the banking 
company said its fourth-quarter eani- 
ings rose to $1.36 a share from $1.19 
a yeararo, less than expected. 

- ■ BISafvkesdedhjed !Vito25Vl 
whcptberalandgasemiymttamak- 
er was downgraded by analyst at 
PaateWebberGroup. 

■ . Broderbuud . Softw are dropped 
424, to 45W, after it was also down.-. 
graded; to **hokr*$wn"*buy” if ’ 
Montgomery SecuE&es. »• 

MaybeQine gamed 2%. to 42%, 
after LY5r6drzased its bid to ac- 
quire- die cosmetics compaaty by 

Helene Quite Wsastries. shares 
.rose 114, to , 42, after it* directors 


1 


fnr 


said they would consider Shamrock 
of California’s recom- 


m e ndati on that the personal-care 
products c ompa ny seek a buyer. 

bficrote^DisKd 2%, to 53*. 
wuca me esKtttffldCs company saw 


erf 4 cents to 6 cents a share, down 
frbm 2 I ’cents' ayearaga 
Notwodt Pfenpherals ftM 114, to 
1114, on tower-than<xpncted earn- 
ings. 

(Bloomberg, AP) 
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EUROPE 
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Reach a Deadlock 


Banesto Returns to Profit 

Cost-Cutting Fuels Recovery at Spanish Bank 


AMSTERDAM — Shares in’ 
jFokkcr NV fell sharply Unnsday 
'after the aircraft mater said “not 
: enough” progress had been male in 
italics between its parent comp a ny 

■ Daimler-Benz AG and the Dutch 
1 government to guarantee its fixture. 

: Dutch newspapers reported that 

;tbe Gennm company’s chairman^ 
'Jurgen Schrempp, was to meet with 
< Prime Minister Wim Kok and Eco- 
nomic Affairs Minister Hans Wijers 
of the Netherlands on Friday in a 
last-ditch attempt to convince the 
government to. come up with, more 
money to save Fokker. 

The cabinet is meeting Friday af- 
j temocn .and has scheduled a press 

conference. 

Ben van Scfraik. Fokker’s chair- 
; man, said, “I still haven’t given up 
hope, but I see that chances are 
' getting smaller, and are smaller,” 
that a bailout agreement will be 
reached. 

Fokker is 51 percent-owned by 

■ Fokker Holding BV. Daimler's 
[aerospace subsidiary controls .the 
[holding company with a 78 percent 
• stake, while die. Dutch government 
■has a 22 percent stake. ■ 

( Shares in Fokker plunged 1.7 
! guilders, about 20 percent, to 6.9 


suSkxeatfor Daimler-Benz.” 


Wim van Geider. aviation spokes- 
man for die LaborParty. which dom- 
inates the Dutch coalftioD govern- 
ment, said, “On die basis of what 
pa r li ament knows, Idon’t see a pos- 
itive outcome far Fokker.” 

The industry source said Daim- 
ler-Benz wanted' the Dutch govern- 
ment to contribute at least 1 billion 
guilders, to the rescue. 

The source added that die gov- 
ernment “only wants to discharge 
850 million guilders of aircraft-de- 


[ workers, management and investors 
-Tat Fokker wood close. 

An industry source close io the 
! bailout talks said the Dutch “gov- 
! emmenrwants to contribute only the 
bare i'i linrnrmm. "w hich ' to utterly hi- 


Ryiw inw m MVUto. 

Mr. van Geider said Daimler's de- 
mands were outrageous, and dial tax- 
payers had already suffered eaough- 
A Fokker spokesman stud die dis- 
charge of the state loan was not a 
main issue, as it would not strength- 
en die company’s equity base. 

The 77-year old company's 
shareholder equity turned negative 
last year after the Fokker announced 

a first-half net loss of 651 milKnn 

guilders, as the weak dollar blasted 
away Its revenues. 

Fokker has since been kept afloat 
by. a cash lifeline from Daimler and 
has had to fight to keep its Am- 
sterdam share listing. 

On Monday, the Daimler-Benz 
supervisory board is expected meet 
to constder.the bailout 
Fokker’s workers are not going to 
let die company go under without a 
fight More than half of die 7,600 
employees are expected to attend a 
demonstration Friday in die Hague. 

‘ (Bloomberg , Reute rs) 


MADRID — Banco Esparto! de 
Cr6dito SA posted a 1995 net prof- 
it of 2137 billion pesetas ($172.6 
million), putting the bank in the 
black for the first year since 
1992. 

Through a program of cost cut- 
ting, the sale of nonfmancial assets 
and recovery of bad loam, the 
bank has recovered ftom its near- 
collapse of December 1993 and 
was driving to main its place at 
die head of Spanish banks. 
Banesto’s management said. 

Chairman Alfredo Saenz pre- 
dicted Banesto's earnings could 
rise 30 percent to 50 percent this 
year as the rescue plan continues to 


bear fruit. Still, he said the road to 
recovery would not be a short 
one. 

“This is the first year of a long- 
distance race," he said. “The ob- 
ject is not to pass the 10th kilo- 
meter but to get to the 42d. the end 
of the marathon." 

Last year. Mr. S3enz said 
Banesto would post earnings of 20 
billion pesetas after a loss of 17.78 
billion in 1994. 

Mr. Saenz said that the suing 
back to profit would not bring any 
quick comfort to Banesto’s share- 
holders. 

“It wouldn't be possible to pay 
a dividend, in die best of all cases, 
until 1998, but even then, it would 


be a symbolic one." he said. 

Ignacio Cornejo, ssi analyst for 
Beta Bolsa, said the report showed 
“no surprises." “For me the key 
factor in the Banesto story is to see 
what its performance will be like 
in 1997, after the restructuring is 
completed.” 

Banesto shares rose 8 pesetas, to 
835 pesetas. Shares of Banco San- 
tander, its majority ow ner, were up 
20 pesetas, at 6.030 pesetas. 

Mr. Saenz took aver as chair- 
man of Banesto after the Bank of 
Spain fired its senior management 
in Dec e mber 1993, after finding a 
shortfall of 605 billion pesetas in 
shareholders* funds. 

(Bloomberg. AFX) 
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Gas and Chemicals Lift Repsol Ear ning s 


Reuters 

MADRID — Repsol SA report- 
ed increased earnings for 1995 on 
Thursday as it launched a $1.1 
billion share sale, but its chemicals 
sector performed poorly in the 
fourth quarter. 

Profit at the enemy concern rose 
22 percent. to il7.7b£DiQn pesetas 
($957 million), generated largely by 
gas and chemicals. 

Although its income rose, the 
company warned last week that its 
profit would be below the 125 bil- 
lion pesetas analysts had been ex- 
pecting. Its shares fell 10 pesetas, 
to 4,065 mi Thursday. 

“The good results are due fun- 
damentally to improved gas and 
chemicals perf orman ce, which 


more than compensated for the 
drop in earnings from refining and 
distribution,” it said. 

The company also pointed to 
substantial success in cost cutting 


as a factor in the profit rise. 
Repsol on Wednesday launched 


a share offer equal to 11 percent of 
its stock, which would cut the 
state’s share to 10 percent from 21 
percent. 

Analysts said the offer, with a 4 
percent discount for small in- 
vestors, was attractive enough to 
ensure a repeat of the success of 
previous privatization exercises by 
Repsol beginning in 1989. 

“The only real doubt is whether 
the downturn in chemicals will 
persist and affect earnings this 


year," said t jri< Broto. an analyst 
at Barclays de Zoete Wedd. 

The company said falling chem- 
icals sector margins had a negative 
impact on fourth quarter results. 
Mild weather in November and 
December which reduced propane 
and butane consumption, as well 
as heating oil, also had an effect. 

Chemicals account for about 30 
percent of Repsol's operating 
earnings, which last year came to 
2123 billion pesetas' and it is in- 
vesting actively in the sector. 

Earlier this week ft announced 
that talks with OMV AG of Aus- 
tria cm a joint venture had broken 
down, but that the two were still 
interested in polypropy lene coop- 
eration. (Reuters. Knight-Ridder j 
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Very briefly: 


Investors Lose Matra Case Germans Cut Overtime to Create Jobs 


3. ••wsrj.A? I 


■ • International HerahtTribme 

PARIS — In a case involving accusations of cloak-and-dagger 
skulduggery, sParis appeals court has rejected clami* by shareholders 
who alleged they were chewed in a merger between aims maker Matra 
SA and file publishing conglomerate Hachctte SA three years ago. 

William Lee, the American lawyer who filed the class-action law- 
suit, said he was forced to leave France after officials accused Him of 
being a CIA spy. He also chums to have received t hreat s on his fife. 

TheMatra snflweholrim^fftrffTng mimi+rc^a oiiri 

they lost out because of a 12 bflHon franc ($2.40 trillion) arms deal that 
Matra signed with Taiwan shortly before the merger was concluded. 

They contended that if die secret deal had been taken into account, 
die ratio of Matra shares to Hacbette shares in the merger would have 
been greater. Matra Hacbette said the value of the Taiwan a greeme n t- 
had been taken into account in the merger a greem e nt , and chimed 
damages and interests against the Matra shareholders The court 
rejected the counter-claim. 


• LnfCbem PLC agreed to buy Lloyds Chemists PLC for 
£514 million ($785.6 million ), which would create the largest 
retail pharmacy c hain in Britain, surpassing Boots Co. 

•S&ndoz AG’s sales slipped to 15.24 billion Swiss francs 
(SI 2.83 billion) from 15.87 billion francs, but excluding the 
chemical division, which was spun off during the year, sales 
rose to 14.1 1 billion francs from 1355 billion, led by strong 
demand for pharmaceuticals and nuuition products. 

•France Telecom reached an agreement with the Swedish 
company Telia AB allowing each company to connect to the 
other's national and international networks. 

•Deutsche Babcock AG’s profit fell 32 percent last year, to 
46 billion Deutsche marks (S3 1.47 billion). The machinery 
maker gave no reason for the decline, but its chairman said in 
November that a strong currency and high wage costs were 
taking a toll. 

•Lufthansa AG and Scandinavian Airlines Systems said 
they each expect to gain at least 100 million DM from their 
code-sharing alliance in 1996 through increased revenue and 
COSt savings. AFX. Bloomberg. Reuters 


O^dbfOwSuffFnmD^^hn 

DUSSELDORF — The IG MetaH 
trade union said Thursday that em- 
ployers had agreed to seek overtime 
cuts as a means to stem a rising 
unemployment rate, but no specific 
job-creation goals were set 

The union also agreed with the 
employers’ association. Gesamt- 
metall, to form a joint panel to rec- 
ommend job-creation targets by 
summer or fall of this year. 

"We were both of die view that 
-the transformation of overtime for 
free time is the way," IG Metall’s 
deputy president, Walter Riester. 
said after the meeting. 


The Gesanumetall chief. Hans- 
Joachim Gonschol, said the meeting 
was “a step in die right direction,” 
but more talks must be held. 

The union wants employers to 
agree to mandatory time off for for 
up to 15 hours of overtime each 
mouth, a policy that is currently 
optional. 

Future talks depend on the em- 
ployers* position on that issue, said 
IG Me tall President Klaus ZwickeL 
who started the debate with his pro- 
posal to limit future wage demands 
to inflation in return fen- job creation 
guarantees from employers. 

Talks between the two groups are 


closely watched because agree- 
ments signed by the union, Ger- 
many 's largest, cover about 35 mil- 
lion workers and provide a 
benchmark for other industries. 

Separately, German banking 
unions, fearing thousands of job 
losses, started talks with employers 
on Thursday aimed at safeguarding 
jobs in return for wage restraint. 

The unions, inspired by the “Al- 
liance for Jobs" initiative by IG 
MetalL say commercial banks will 
shed 20.000 jobs, or 5 percent, of 
their staff by end- 1 997 unless em- 
ployment guarantees are made. 

( Bloomberg . Reuters ) 


Trading Helps Safra Net 


International Herald Tribune 

PARIS — Sofia Republic Holdings SA. the Luxembourg- 
based private-banking company controlled by the Swiss fi- 
nancier Edmond Safra, said Thursday that net income rose 2 
percent Iasi year, to $162.1 million, or S9.16 a share. 

Fourth-quarter profit rose to $42.1 million from $38.8 
million. During the final quarter, the credit-rating agency 
IBCA raised its long-term rating on the bank's debt to AA 
from AA-minus. 

For the full year, Safra's revenue from trading jumped to 
$27.4 million from $9.4 million in 1994. which helped offset 
an 1 1 percent drop in commission income, to S69.8 million. 
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Chin a Takes a Step From Chickens to Parking 

Inward I atkhv^L:!!* 5 


II Investor’s A 


Blo omberg Business News 
BELliNG — China will allow for- 
eign investors to buy hard currency 
with their Chinese yuan in banks era 
a limited basis, a central bank of- 
ficial said Thursday. 

The move is China’s first major 
currency reform since it allowed do- 
mestic companies , to buy foreign 
currency at banks in January 1994, 
and it marks a step toward con-' 
vertibility of the yuan. 

It's a step in the right direction 
that will give foreign investors in 
China a lot more flexibility,” said 
Anno Stevenson- Yang, director of 
China operations at the U.S.-China 
Business Council. 

She said she had been told by 
government officials the reform 
should take effect on April 1. 

Ai present, foreign-invested enter- 
prises in China have to exchange 
cunendes at so-called swap markets. 
This involves obtaining government 
approval and the often-drfficult 
of finding a co unter party. . 
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of finding a counterparty. 

New Rules 
For SIMEX 
After Barings 

Reuters 

SINGAPORE — Singapore’s fir 
- . :{ncial futures exchange has adopted 
S^'.v rules to avoid a damag e to the 
system if another Barings-style dis- 
aster ever occurred, Singapore’s fi- 
nance minis ter. Richard Hu, said 
Thursday. 

The Singapore International 
Monetary Exchange, known as 
SIMEX, appointed a global panel 
and a separate consultant last year to . 
recommend improvements after a 
Singapore-based trader brought 
down Britain’s Barings PLC under 
debts of about SI .4 billion. 

Mr. Hu said SIMEX had adopted 
all the recommendations' of the pan- 
el and the consultant, which includ- 
ed creating a regulatory and risk- 
management division. The ex- 
change also formed a reporting sys- 
tem that allows it to determine the 
owners of large positions. 

The collapse of Barings was 
caused by positions taken by 
Nicholas Leeson, who is now serving 
a six-and-a-half-year prison term im- 
posed by a Singapore court in De- 
cember for two counts of cheating. 

The remains 'of Barings were 
bought by Internationale Nederian- 
denGroepNV.- 

. m . *m + r ■#. i « • IMt . V . 


Uaderjbe change, businesses in 
which foreign companies have a 
stake will t* able to deposit their 
export earnings at designated 
banks, said Qin Grijung, director of 
the Institute of Finance at the Peo- 
ple’s Bank of China. 

The companies can use this as a 
kind of collateral to buy foreign 
currency, with .yuan, Mr. Qin said. 

President Jiang Zemin initially 
Proposed the rdform as pan of Chi- 
na’s market-opening package at a 
roeeting of Asia-Pacific leaders in 
November. 

Quna’s restriction on the ability of 
foreign companies to buy currency to 
import goods is an obstacle to ns 
entry to the Weald Trade Organi- 
zation, which governs global com- 
merce. 

Currently, foreign investors have 
to pay a premium on loans from 
Western banks to fund their projects 
in China because there is no guar- 
antee they will be able to convert 
their yuan Mmmp ir ^ hard cur- 
rency. 

hi 1993, when dollars were in 
short supply because of high demand 
for imports, many foreign compa- 
nies sent staff carrying suitcases full 
of yuan across Chkm to try to swap 
the currency .for dollars. Now, with 
tighter controls on yuan lending and 
a national marker, buying dollars at 
swap markets has become easier. 

Chinese companies stopped using 
the swap markets in January 1994. ' 

■ China Plans More Loans 

China’s central bank governor, 
Dai Xianglong, has vowed to ease 
state bank credit in mid- 1996 in line 
with economic conditions, the Bei- 
jing-backed Ta Kong Pao daily of 
Hong Kong reported Thursday, ac- 
cording to a Bloomberg Business 
News dispatch. 

Mr. Dai said state bank loans to 
puna's agricultural sector would be 
increased by 30 p erce n t during 
1996, the newspaper reported. 

But Mr. Dai also stressed that foe 
People’s Bank of Orina’s tight mon- 
etary policy, launched in 1993 to 
curb inflation, would not change 
during the central government's 
Ninth Five-Year Han, which rum 
from 1996 to 2000. 

Also on Thursday, China News 
Service reported that the Batik of 
C hina had $150 billion in overseas 
investment^ which resulted in $15 
billion in profit over the past five 
years, accpnfing to a Reuters dis- 
patch. 

One of China's four major state- 
owned commercial banks, the Bank 
of China hadJ525 overseas branches 
at the end of last year. 


By Kevin Muiphy 

Immunumal Herald tnfmw 

HONG KONG — Some investors now see sense 
oral order where confusion once reined at Dharmala 
Holdings Ltd., a chicken rancher, stockbroker, in- 
dustrial-goods trader and car parker. 

A rather obscure company that operates in four 
unrelated businesses at once, Hong Kong-based 
Dharmala is not exactly in vogue as the local property 


As with many other Chinese groups in Indonesia, 
u here racial friction of the 1960s took man;, lives, the 
offshore operation also provided an insurance policy 
against troubles at home. But now the Hong Kong 
company has taken on a life of its own. 

When margins began to wither at the core agri- 
cultural-trading business, Dharmala started distribut- 
ing industrial plastics and adhesives in Hone Kong 
and China in 1984. 

The next year, it created a Hong Kor.g brokerage 
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sector runs hot again and businesses worldwide spin house. Soon ‘after, it took over Wise & Co. m Manila. 


Thursday Frav. % 
Close Close 
10J536L50 10593.80 -054 


off divisions like corporate dervishes. 

However, the principal offshore arm of Indone- 
sia’s Goadokusumo family, which controls one of the 
country’s top 10 financial, property and trading 
groups, warrants a second look, some analysis say. 

*T don’t think you would have heard much about 
them a year ago, " Anthony Lok, an analyst with DBS 
Securities, said of the complex mini-conglomerate. 

But now he likes what he hears about the company’s 
stock. “It’s a little speculative. Bui at these levels you 
just can’t pass it up.” 

Shares in Dharmala - . 

shares dosed Thursday at MtWWIWtfa ItOltfitigS 
1.06 Hong Kong dollars Share price in HK$ 

(13.7 cems) Wednesday, 150-7— 1 ; 

just one cent above its Oc- 1 

tober 1993 initial public of- . I 

foxing price. The ratio oF its 1.10-7 j 

current price to its 1995 j I 

earnings per share is 6.5- to- g 


another industrial-products distributor. The company 
was renamed Dharmala Philippines and has expanded 
into financial services. 

Along the way. Dharmala picked up Jacobson van 
den Beig. a distributor of pharmaceuticals and in- 
dustrial products, and took over another distribution 
operation, the Sulee Group hi Thailand. 

It beefed up its securities business by taking a 40 
percent stake in PT Dharmala Securities to Jakarta, and 
strengthened the Philippine business through acqui- 
sitions prior ro Dharmala ’s 


With Mr. Lok predict- ] I 

ing 1996 profits of 170 . ; . f 

million Hong Kong dol- gijj 

lars, or 22 cems per share, ' * . 1 5C 

Dharmala’s 1996 P/E l,_. J lA mm 
multiple foils 10 4.8. That ; ao ~fl 
'makes the stock a bargain • 

— if you share Dhar- jq 

mala’s belief dial its com- j * f ’« ‘a m ' j 

plex mix of businesses can 

together grow by at least Soutce- aoomtxrg 

20 percent in each of the 

next three years or so. An increasing number of 


= Hong Kong listing. 

“5* _______ j Since die initial public 

■USgaXl 1 offering. Dharmala has 

UttyiiUitf'; ^ gone into parking lots and 

j7 X | ! pouhry — the businesses 
mi \ 1 i that have caught analysts' 
| attention. Now, Mr. 
n ‘ Pouliot says his company 
^ n| { is sufficiently diverse. 

( "We have enough on 
I ki| i our plate now.” said Mr. 

juM j Pouliot. * 'The job now is to 

i lUl • niake each one of them 

| perform much better." The 
^ * T f four business divisions are 

- 1 ex P ecie d to post !995 rev- 

'*^1 f enue of about 22. billion 
iaij * Hong Kong dollars. 

j a s 0 n o j j- . Dharmala go: :o know 

* •: ? the local poultry business 

iht by supplying feed to Chi- 
nese chicken farms. In 
1994, the company made the fust of several in- 
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investors t hink the company is well positioned for vestments in poultry breeding operations in Shan- 
growth in Hong Kong, China. Indonesia and the dong province. 

Philippines. Now, analysts say Dharmala is set to become one 


Hong Kong is not die center of their 


Now, analysts say Dharmala is set to become one 
China’s largest chicken producers. The poultry op- 


operations, they have to continually improve their eration should earn high margins on exports to Japan 


public relations.*’ said Martin Ching of OCBC Se- 
curities in Hong Kong. “But they have begun to 
address this issue and transparency has improved." 

“We are a much better company now than when 
we listed," said Bernard Pouliot, a former banker 
who approached die Gondokusumo family with an 
idea for a new business in 1984, and was invited to 
run their operations in Hong Kong instead. “We 
think we have good story to tell these days." 

The family patriarch, Suhatgo Gondokusomo. left 


while it prepares for an increase in chicken con- 
sumption in meal -hungry China. 

Further expanding its commodities business, the 
group plans China investments in flour milling, ed- 
ible oils and beverages. 

in July last year, Dharmala issued a tranche of new 
shares for Adams Parking (International) Ltd.. Hong 
Kong's second-largest parking-lot operator. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Pouliot. the parking company offers his 
group a steady business with solid cash flow the 


China’s Fujian province for Surabaya in Eastern Java concern can pour into its investments in China, 
in 1948. Within six tough years, he had started his Dharmala’s securities arm is now marked 


own agricultural-commodity trading firm. 

The original business has expanded into holdings 


Dharmala’s securities arm is now marketing a 
SI 00 million closed-end investment fund which an- 
alysts say is typical of the lateral thinking that makes 


now ran by three sons and two nephews. They include diversified groups such as Dharmala work in Asia, 
a slew of Jakarta-listed companies such as PT Dhar- The Asian Carpaxkmg Fund will invest in parkin, 
mala Intiland, PT Dharmala Sakti Sejahrera and PT sure to bea growth business in Asia. The fund is like! 


Dharmala Agrifood, with a collective market cap- 
italization in excess of $1.5 billion and businesses 
spread throughout Asia. 

Dharmala Holdings was first set up as a beachhead 


to help finance Adams Parking. It will earn a fee for 
Dharmala’s new fund-management arm, as well as 
broking fees for its securities trading business. 

“It’s kind of an ad hoc. squashed together kind of 


in Hong Kong to oversee a small finance operation group, but they seem to pull synergies out of iu’ ' said 


and to handle trade in agricultural commodities with 
in Mr. Goodkusomo’s native China. 


Mr. Lok of DBS. * ‘A parking fund. I don’t think many 
people would have thought of that one." 


Very briefly 


•Scania AB, the Swedish bus -and- truck maker, said it 
planned to invest S10 million in a joinr venture to make buses 
in China. 

•China's investment in its telecommunications industry will 
top 100 billion yuan ($12 billion) this year as the government 
tries to keep pace with rising demand, an official from the 
Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications said. 

•Tele Danmark AS has entered into a partnership with 
Korea Submarine Telecom Co. to install and maintain 
marine telecommunications cables to Korea. 

•Cambodia and India have agreed to technical and economic 
cooperation and have agreed on the principle of setting up a 
joint commission for bilateral ties. 

•Nomura Securities Co. said it expected to post its biggest 
profit in four years for the business year to March 3 1 , helped by 
sharp gains in bond transactions amid falling interest rates. 
Nomura said its parent current profit in April to December 
1 995 rose to 61 T26 billion yen (S578 million), nine times the 
6.80 billion yen profit for the year to the end of March 1995. 

•Woosung Construction Co. was declared bankrupt by its 
creditor banks and its shares were suspended from trading on 
the Korea Stock Exchange after suffering from a five-year 
slump in the domestic property market. 

•Glaxo Wellcome PLC will pay Burroughs Wellcome (In- 
dia) Ltd. more than 265 million rupees (57.4 million) to take a 
majority stake in the pharmaceutical company and integrate the 
company with its other Indian subsidiary, Glaxo India Ltd. 

•Swire Pacific Ltd. said Hana Microelectronics Group of 
Thailand had agreed in principle to buy Swire Technologies 
Ltd. for S70.75 million. 

•Indonesia’s. Capital Market Supervisory Agency 
(Bapepam) said foreigners would be allowed to own up to 100 
percent of listed mutual funds and up to 85 percent of listed 
brokerage firms in the country .But foreigners will still limited 
to 49 percent ownership of other listed companies. 

•Jingwei Textile Machinery Co. of China plans to offer 160 
million class-H shares at 1 .29 Hong Kong dollars (17 cents) per 

. Reuters. Bloomberg. AFP 
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Continued from Page 13 

SI 2. billion-a-year pace. 

Again, the choice of stocks 
is yours — and earnings 
aren't the only consideration 
— but using market cap as the 
first step in your analysis sim- 
plifies tough choices. 

Market capitalization also 
casts the harsh light of reality 
on stocks thai have been driv- 
en to absurd heights. Far ex- 
ample, the market cap of 
Netscape Communications 
Corp„ which makes software 
for Interact browsing, is $5.27 
billion, roughly $300 million 
more titan the combined mar- 
ket cap of UAL Corp., die 
. parent of United Airlines, and 
the New York Times Co., 
which also owns other news- 
including the Boston 


$40 million in the fiscal year 
ending September 1996. 
■Meanwhile, if quarter-share 
of Netscape’s ptofit will 
come to about $3 million. 

The final reason I like mar- 
ket cap thinking is that it in- 
stills patience. If you buy a 
stock as if it were a business 
rather than a disembodied 
number, then you’re likely to 
pay. less attention to the ups 
and downs of its price. 

Assume you bought a jew- 
elry store two years ago for 
$100,000. While it’s nice to 
know that someone today 
might pay $150,000 for it, 
you’re probably not tempted 
. to sell. Why? Because you 
believe it’s a good business 
that in six or seven years will 
be worth $500.000J 

What if sales slow next 
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our 6,000 kilometers [3,700 
miles] of pipeline there. But 
there have been cases of sab- 
otage, and we were denied ac- 
cess to specific troublespots." 

A Greenpeace spokesman, 
Marti jn Lodewijkx, respond- 
ed: “Shell operates a sizable 
part of Nigeria's o3 installa- 
tions and should dean up the 
mess instead of trying to min- 
imize its responsibilities. Its 
conduct in Nigeria benefits a 
scandalous regime and not the 
people. The company could 
and should have done more to 

PI, As for Mr. Hertardter's 
remark thar Greenpeace 
should be held to the same 
standards of moral rectitude 
that it expects from Shell, Mr. 


tion with Greenpeace last 
summer over Shell's project, 
approved by the British gov- 
ernment. to discard its huge 
Brent Spar oil storage plat- 
form in the Atlantic Ocean. 

Greenpeace claimed that 
Brent Spar's residual oil and 
chemicals would pollute ma- 
rine life. After activists staged 
a helicopter raid on the plat- 
form, SneUcanceled die scut- 
tling operation and the rig is 
currently anchored in a Nor- 
wegian fjord. 

Greenpeace later apolo- 
gized to Shell for an exag- 
gerated estimate of the rig’s 
harmful residuals. 

“Our calculations were 
correct, but Shell is not in- 
sensitive to public opinion," 
Mr. Herkstroter said. “To- 
gether with the British gov 
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KUALA LUMPUR — Malaysia’s central 
hank bowed to market pressure on Thursday 
and announced a rise in interest rates, trig- 
gering a recovery in the ringgit but a 3 percent 
drop in stock prices. 

Bank Negara Malaysia, faced with mount- 
ing pressme from currency speculators selling 
the ringgit, raised three- and six-month deposit 
rates by an average of 0.25 percentage point, to 
between 6.85 percent and 7.10 percent. 

The- ringgit has been dropping since the 
beginning of the year. It hit a low on Wednes- 
day. when the dollar bought 2.5683 ringgit, 
compared with L5385 at the end of 1995. On 
Thursday, the dollar fell to 2-5490 ringgit. 

The benchmark Kuala Lumpur composite 
index dropped 33.49 points, or 3 percent, to 
1 .038.86 as investors feared the rate cut would 
make it expensive for companies to do busi- 
ness. ( Bloomberg , Reiners ) 


■ Bombay Stocks Slip on Scandal 

Indian stocks fell Thursday amid concent a 
bribery scandal will reduce the likelihood that 
elections in April will produce a stable gov- 
ernment. Bloomberg Business News repented 
from Bombay. 

The benchmark Sensitive index dropped 
22 5 1 points, to 2,940.40. 

Three members of the ruling Congress (IJ 
Party resigned their Cabinet posts Wednesday 
night. They quit after the Central Bureau of 
Investigation said it was seeking the pres- 
ident's permission to charge them in con- 
nection with a bribery case. 

Separately, the Securities & Exchange 
Board of India said it would investigate the 
share-transfer practices of India's two biggest 
industrial concerns, the Tata group of com- 
panies and Aditya Birla Group, once it com- 
pletes a probe of Reliance Industries Ltd. 
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• TV and radio stations. 

Netscape’s profit next year 
is expected to be between $10 
mill i nn and$15 million, while 
UAL and the New York Tones 
Co. should make at least $400 
million, analysts estimate. 

Here's another compari- 
son: For the price of one-: 
fourth of Netscape, you can 
buy all of Starbucks Corp., 
the coffeehouse chain. Star- 
bucks, whore profits have 
i risen with supreme consisten- 
i cy, is expected to earn about 


$120,000 for the store? That 
might be a little disconcert- 
ing, but, again, as a business 
owner, you probably have the 
.confidence and the vision to 
ignore such vicissitudes. 

As a shareholder — espe- 
cially in today's, dangerous 
ifiarket — you should invest 
for the long haul, and invest 
only in companies in which 
yon have faith and .fervor. In 
other words, don’t think of in- 
vesting as buying stocks; think 
of it as buying businesses. 
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onr code of ethics is far 
stricter than Shell’s. Green- 
peace does not apply double 
standards. In Holland. Shell 
would not think of behaving 
the way it does in Nigeria." 

Criticism of the oil com- 
pany's business in Nigeria 
followed another confirm ra- 


at other solutions for disposal 
or dismantling. " 

Mr. HerkstTOter also said 
China has so for shown “no 
great finds" and saw more 
promise in Russia's Far East- 
ern Sakhalin peninsula, where 
Shell has a 20 percent stake in 
a multibillion energy project 
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The 1.000 most-traded National Market securities 
id terms of dollar value, updated twice a year. 
The Associated Press. 
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Votes of Approval 


MWBAIL Major league club 
owners voted Thursday and unan- 
imously approved mtefteague play 
far the 1997 season, fee Boston Red 
Sox’s chief executive officer, John 
Harrington, said. The proposal is 
subject to fee approval of the Players 
Association. 

• The Walt Disney Co. was also 
given unanimous approval by club 
owners to take control of the Cal- 
ifornia Angels from Gene Autry, 
who has owned the dub since its 
inception in 1961. But Disney's 
chief executive, Michael Eisner, 
said the deal hinges on Anaheim 
approving within 60 days tbe ren- 
ovation of the city's stadium. ( APi 

Shakeup in Miami 

football The Miami Dolphins 
coach, Jimmy Johnson, is busy hir- 
ing and firing these days. So far, he 
has fired the defense coach, Tom 
Olivadotti. who was widely crit- 
icized during the season; Joe 
Greene, the former Pittsburgh 
Steeler and coach who spent die 
past four years with the Dolphins, 
and Tony Nathan, the running 
backs coach. Cary Godette was 
hired as defensive line coach. (AP) 

South Africa Victorious 

cricket A record third wicket 
partnership between Hansie Cronje 
and Jacques Kaliis plus some fiery 
fast bowling from Allan Donald 
won South Africa the fifth one-day 
international Wednesday against 
England and the series. (Reiners) 

Lalas Wins U.S. Award 

soccer Alexi Lalas. the heart of 
the American defense that helped 
the national team reach the semi- 
finals of the Copa America last 
year, was named U.S. soccer player 
of the year for 1995. Lalas, who 
also plays for Padua in Italy's Serie 
A league, received more than twice 
as many points as John Harfces. who 
was second in fee voting. (Reuters) 




MT Hxyon/Agcacc RacvPicuc 

Alexi Lalas accepting trophy as 
the top U.S. soccer player. 


The Associated Press 

Carl Veart scored with a diving head- 
er as Sheffield United, next to last in the 
first division, upset mighty Arsenal. 1- 
0, Wednesday to knock the six-time 
titlist out of England's Football As- 
sociation Cup. 

The Blades had earned a replay after a 
tie with die Gunners at Highbury. Veart, 

lUROPBAM SOCCH 

the Australian forward formerly of Ade- 
laide City, lifted Sheffield to a fourth 
round game against Aston Villa by head- 
ing home a goal in the 68th minute for 
the first big upset of the new season. 

In another third-round game. Chelsea 
ousted the runaway league leader, New- 
castle, advancing, 4-2. in a penalty 
shoot-out after the two dubs bad tied, 2- 
2. after extra time at Sl James* Park. 

An 89th minute goal by midfielder 
John Ebbrell saved Everton. the cup 
holder, as they came from 1-0 down to 
subdue second division Stockport, 3-2. 

Everton, the defending titlist, came 
from behind to score a 3-2 victory at 
Stockport in division two; Nottingham 
Forest downed Stoke in division one, 2- 
0. Ruud Gullit's first FA Cup goal two 
minutes from the end of regulation 
brought Chelsea level at 2-2 at New- 
castle, which is nine points ahead of the 


Unheralded Russian Tops Pierce 

Date Also Falls, and Becke r Putts Out a 2d S-Sette | 

Australian Ope n/Chr..»«P».r Cl«>«r^V| 


VyOT** Ft M, f I W 

Elena Lfkhovtseva, ranked No. 49, powering past Pierce to win, 6-4,6-4. 


Mighty Arsenal Tumbles 
To Sheffield United? l m 0 


field in the Premier League tide race. 

The Gennan striker Owe Rosier and 
Georgian forward Georgi Kink) adze led 
Manchester City’s 5-2 victory against 
Leicester with other goals fram NiaD 
Quinn. Steve Lomas and substitute Gerry 
Creaney. 

Italy A first-half goal by Gianluca 
Vialli gave Juventus its first Italian Su- 
per Cup victory Wednesday with a 1-0 
home defeat of Parma — despite play- 
ing with 10 men for the second half. 

The goal came in the 32nd minute after 
Alessandro del Hero passed to Fabrizio 
Ravanellianthe far post to set up ViaUi's 
tap-in. 

shun Tbe third-division club Numan- 
cia moved into the quarterfinals of the 
Spanish Cup after knocking out the third 
consecutive first-division opponent 
Wednesday. Numanria drew 0-0 a i 
Sporting Gijon, but its 2-1 victory in die 
first leg was enough to put them in the 
draw alongside such teams as Barcelona, 
Valencia. Zaragoza and Sevilla. 

Germany Bernd Schuster endured a 
lonely training session when he was 
shunned by his former teammates on his 
return to Bayer Leverkusen this week. 
Schuster, who was suspended by the club 
in November after a clash with Coach 
Erich Ribbeck, secured a court injunction 
on Tuesday fencing Bayer to afford him 
training facilities. 


Sipeeud toibeftemfd Tribune 

MELBOURNE — On die center 
coun it was business as usual, but just 
across the concourse on court one. 
strange and hierarcby-rattling things 
WCTehappening- 

Ftrst to fall was Kinuko Date of 
Japan, the No. 5 women's seed, against 
a countrywoman, Mana Eado. Next to 
tumble was Mary Pierce, fee No. 4 seed 
and defending champion, against Elena 
Likhovtseva of Russia. Finally, it was 
Boris Becker's turn to test the 
windswept, hard-court surface. Five 
sets and plenty of angst later, the Ger- 
man escaped defeat but not before test- 
ing his Emits and nerves for the second 
match in a row. 

“I am not doing it on purpose, trust 
me,” said Becker after be had rallied 
from a two-set deficit to beat Thomas 
Johansson, a promising Swede, 4-6, 3-6, 
6-2, 6-1, 6-4. “To ten you the truth. I 
would rather prefer a very quiet day at 
fee office.’’ 

Becker, the fourth seed, has had many 
of those in his career, but he has not had 
many at fee Australian Open. When he 
woo this tournament in 1991, claiming 
fee No. 1 ranking for fee first time, his 
victory was fee source of great emotion 
as be sprinted out of the stadium into a 
considerably less-crowded park to revel 
in private. Since then, he nas lost his 
touch in Melbourne, never advancing 
past fee third round and losing in fee 
first round in 1993 and 1995. 

If not for some timely serving and 
returning against that neo-Briton Greg 
Rusedski, he could have added 1996 to 
that list, but Becker survived in five sets, 
just as he survived Thursday oo fee 
same court where his former arch-rival 
Stefan Edberg was beaten 24 hours be- 
fore in his fetal Australian Open ap- 
pearance. 

To hear Becker fell it. he survived, in 
part, became fee boisterous, young 
Swedish fens who Me a fixture at this 
event made him angry. 

“I understand a bit of Swedish after 



Swedish friends, and they weren't very 
nice all the time wife what they were 
saying,” Becker said. “I understand if 
you support a player, but it should be 
within the boundaries of fee game and 
you should also respect the opponent 
They didn't for a while, but now they 
respect me a little bit more.” 

For two sets, Johansson, who has 
jumped more than 350 places in fee 
rankings in the past year to No. 1 1 4. was 
blasting away wife remarkable accu- 


hrcakup of fee Soviet Union. 
walking out on fee court, I felt good. Bur 
once I got out there, lots of little thh&jg| 
were bothering roe. I felt heavy in «K$ 
tegs, and I could never get iraog^ 

8 roovt " . . 


Grr*Woc**AFP 

A downcast Mary Pierce, the de- 
fending champion, after her loss. 

racy, but fee match teamed at 2-2 in fee 
third set when Becker rallied from 0-40 
to bold his serve. Unfortunately for all 
those who admire truth, justice and ac- 
curate line calls. Ire saved the first break 
point wife a backhand volley to fee 
corner that appeared well oul 

Johansson argued briefly and was 
never quite the same after that, while 
Becker was more his customary self. 
When it ended, he pointed cfisdamftdly 
in fee direction of fee Swedish fens as be 
walked toward the net. But fee Swedes 
wife fee painted faces win get another 
cradc at Becker in fee third round when 
he faces their countryman Magnus Les- 
son, who was flirting regv vdy wife the 
top 10 until breaking his right foot last 
June. 

While one former Australian Open 
champion moved on, another meekly 
shipped out. Pierce played remarkable 
and explosive tennis when she swept to 
fee titte here a year ago without drop- 
ping a set. But feat memorable per- 
formance is looking increasingly like an 
anomaly rather than a harbinger of great 
tilings to come.. 

“It’s bizarre," said Pierce, after her 
6-4, 6-4 loss to fee 49th~ranked Likhovt- 
seva. who grew up in Kazakstan but has 
opted far Russia*} nationality since fee 


problem for Pierce. Since winning Ma - 
tes* year, she has struggled Wife injuria^ 
split up wife her traveling coach. Svtijr : - 
Groenevdd, and won a total of oafc 
tournament. In the last four Grand Star ; 
events, she has not advanced past tie 
fourth round. This latest loss, in which 
she had 35 unforced errors, means tint 
she will drop out of the top 10. 'i 

“If she wants to be Number One, 
she'd better know that and fast," said 
her coach Nick BoUettieri. who missed 
most of Pierce's march because he w^t 
watching his other powerful and erratic 
protegd, the Australian teenager Mart 
phQippoussis, advance to the men’s 
third round where he will face the No. 1 
seed, Pete Sampras. 

Sampras, who beat Philippoussis m, 
four tight sets at the 1995 U.S. OpesC- 
pteyed four more tight and often uneven, 
sets before disposing of American. . 
Michael Joyce, 3-6, 6-3. 64, 64. 

P ie rce said she was not bothered*^ . 
Bollettieri's absence, but French Fed 
Cup captain Frangoise Durr was not six 
certain, saying, “it seemed she m 
looking for him at the beginning/' 

“Mary's got to team not to depend on 
somebody all the time." Bollcnicri said. 
“She wants me to be with her 52 weeks 
a year, but that is impossi We. radmitra ' 

. m resting Sven because he was a tough 
disciplinarian. I can't control MuyV 
off-court life, and I don’t warn to. 

■ Agassi Fined $1,500 : 'y | 

Andre Agassi was fined $1^90, C 
Thursday fined for using obscene lan- 
guage during his second-round match,. 
Agence France-Presse repotted from 
Melbourne. 

Agassi screamed out a fluny of abuse 
late in the third set of his 6-4, 6-2, 6-3 : 
victtxy over a fellow American, Vince- ; 
Spades. 

At 2-3, 40-30 on bis serve m the fairih * 
set, Agassi yelled out a stream of o6- - 
scenities that were clearly heard by the 
courtskte crowd after seeding s faro* - - 
hand long over the baseline. .’y ■ 


Golf Classic Gels Under Way in Dust Storm 


The Associated Press 

PALM DESERT, California — A 6- 
under-par round wouldn’t seem to be 
good enough far the lead in fee Bob 
Hope Chrysler Classic. 

But wife a desert dust strain keeping 
scores up — by Classic terms — Mark 
Brocks and Brian Katun needed only 
66s to share the lead in the $13 million 
tournament. That was the highest open- 


ingseore to top the Hope since 1985. 
The defending champion, Kenny Per- 


ry, who played in fee traditional first 
foursome wife Hope, the 92-yearoM 
host, and fanner President Gerald Ford, 
Perry struggled to a 75. 

A year ago. Ferry shot a course- 
record 63 the first day oh his way to a 
one-stroke victory over David DuvaL 

On Wednesday, winds of 30 niph 
wife gusts to 40 iqph pounded all floor' 
courses used in die nye-dag^ 90-hole 
event on four courses, known for its 
traditionally low scoring. 


£: 

In alL 57 players brake par, a urn 
number far fee Classic, where 8-aadte 
par missed the cut in 1995. 

“The key was I got off to areally good 
start.” said Brooks, who played Bcnno- 
da Dunes Country Cktb. He btntiedfeB'. 
first feme holes before the wind kfcfeod; 
up, then added three more birdies. ' : 7 

Kamnx, playing Indian Wells Coun- 
try Club, at 6478 yards tbe shortest 
course on the PGA Tour, eagled fee par- 

5 No, 18 to tie Brooks. 


Scoreboard 


AlBTmUAHOWM 

UEJTB SmOLEB. SECOND ROUND 
Thomas Enanst (7h Sweden d et Adrian 
Votaea Romania 64, 6-4 6-1; Marie Wood- 
fcniet Aushafia. del. Martin Sinner, Germany, 
MHW Rena Fuittn, ttnly. del- Alberta 
Costa Sped* 7-6 (7-4), 6-h Mb’ Bntt 
Steven. New Zealand, det Brian MocPNe, 
U.S* 6-1, £7,7-4(84), 6-1 
Maflc PhVppaussfc. AustroBa det Eyed 
Ran, Had, 2-A 4* 4-1 6-1- Jor Sfemerink, 
Netherlands. del, Diego Nogaev Italy, l -6. 5- 
7, 6-2. 7-4 (10-8), 4-1 ; Francisco Ckwet Spain, 
det Fttp DewuK, Belgium. 2-17-5.6-16-2; 
Michael Tebbutt Ausbofia. det Peter Tro- 
moaJV. AushuBa 4-16-17-5. 

Ybvgeny Kafelnikov (6). Russia, def. Alex 
Cantata, Spain 6-1, 6-14-1 Maurtdo Hadad. 
Colombia. def. Pc di tcfc Rnftai Australia 7-6, 

6- 4; MoBval Washington. US- def. Araaud 
Boetsch na. Franca 6-4. 6-1. 3-6. 6-1. Mop- 

nusLrasscp. Sw e den. def. Byron BtoctaZbn- 
babwe,6-l3-&6-16-d. 

Peta Sampras 01 Ui, del Michael Jayca 
U&3-& 61 6-1 6« Baris Becker (4). G«v 
many, det Thomas Johansson, Sweden, 4-4, 

3-6. 6-2. 6-1, 6-4; Keenan Gumy, Argentina, 
de*. David Wheaton, U-S« 6-1 6-7 C3-7). 6-1 

7- 5; Goat Ivanisevic (ID), Craatla def. Sft- 
bastien Loreau, Canada 6-4 M.4-4. 

■Emi DOUBLES, IWT BOUND 
RHcanJ Bergh and David Ekeraf, Sweden, 
det Heath Denman and Marie Draper, Aus- 
IraBa 6-1 6-2; Marie Knowles, Bahamas, and 
DanW Nestor, Canotti (3), def. Gram Doyle 
and Ban Blwaoet Australia, 6-5, 3-4, 6-1 
Jamie Holmes and Todd Lntelmn. Aeamfla 
det Tim Hernnan and Andrew Rldmben. 
Brtkdrv 6-1 7-5. 

Jan ApeB and Jonas Bjorianan. Sweden 
(14), del Peter Nyborg and Mfleaei Tntstram, 
Sweden 6-7 0-7), 4-1 U-fc Patrick McEn- 
rae, UJL and Sandon State Avshcda (8), 
det Nefl Bonrick and AmSiew Painter, Aus- 
tralia. 6-1, 7-6 (7-4): Scott Draper end Jason 
stottenbera. Australia, def. CDnlon Ferreira, 
Soedfr Africa, and Aietaanckx - KBftwv, iMoca- 

damn 6AM- 

Made Kata IAS. and Jeff Tarangn \J&. 
(151, def. Lon Bale and Brant Haygorita 
South Africa, 6-1 6-tCrttkm Bnateft Ifofy, 
and Maces Onekuska. South Africa, def. 
Donald Johnson and Kenny Thoma U^-6*l 
*4. 9-7 i Rad^tie GObeit and GuBtaumc 
Room, Franco, def. Luke Jensen and Mur- 
phy Jensen, UA, 6A 7-4 (7-11. 

Stefan Efltws, Sweden, and Petr Korda 
Cadi Republic M. Vojtedl Ro(R. Czech 
Recubfic, ond Dick Noraum, BeKpom. 6-1 6- 
2 Jovter Frana Aiaenttna, and N kotos 
Pereira, Venezuela, def. Malt Lucena aid 
Brian MaCPtfa US, 4-7, 6-1 Tammy Ha 
UA. and Brett Stmen 17). New Zeakml, def. 
AndreaGaudenilcmd Dtoga Naratoa Italy, 6- 
16-1. 

Marrin Damn, Czech Repubte and Jfcn 
Grebts UA,def. Vincent soadea, ILL, and 
Oxlsto Von Rensborg. Sooth Africa 7-6 (7-«3. 
6-7 (4-7), 6-1 Joshua Eagle and Andrew Ho- 
rent Australia def. Todd Wsadbririge and 
Marie Waodfante (1), Australia 4-2. S-7, IDA 
Gay Foryat Franca and Jakob Htosek (12), 
Swifterianet def. ScrttDovts and Dtwtd Pate, 
UJ-6-7 (5-7J,6A6A 

mmrsHNCux, second rpund 
B arbara Sdwtl Austria, deL Sung-Hee 
Porta Soerth Korea, 6A « Norte* Dohlmon. 
Ftnkaid, elef. Renanefea Dragorafrr ftomwto, 

6-1 6-1 Brando ScbuKz-McCarthir 01), 
Ndharionte dec SM-TInB Wemfr Taiwan, 4- 


4. 36, 63; Mona Enda Japan, det Hrnfra 

Washington 

18 

19 

486 

10 

Dale (SL Japan. 6-2. 1-6. 6-4; Ludmila 

Mknl 

17 

19 

472 

IB* 

RicMerara, Coseh Republic, def. Dotty Ran- 

New Jersey 

15 

21 

417 

IZ6 

■trfontefy, Madagasenc 7-6 (7-4), 4-6, 7-5. 

Boston 

14 

22 

-389 

13tt 

Ante Huber (8L Gerrocmy, def. Asa Cnrtv 

PhAuMphta 

7 

28 

.200 

20 

son. Sweden, 6-L 6-1 Martina Hingis. 

CKHTWU.OMSKHI 



Swflzaricmri dec Borina Fmrius. Aastrta 6- 

rafcago 

32 

3 

J14 

— 

1. 64; RRa Grande, truly. deL SBke Meier. 

bxflona 

22 

14 

411 

lOtt 

Germany, 64, 7-6 (7-5); Elena Ukhavtseua, 

Gewetand 

19 

16 

-543 

13 

Russia. deL Man Pierce (4). Fnmcft 64, 64t 

DetroO 

18 

16 

-KB 

13U 

Helena Suhova Czech HepoWfc, dec Mag- 

Altanto 

19 

77 

-528 

13» 

dedena Grzybowska. PatoncL 7-6 (7-5), 44. fi- 

cnatioite 

17 

19 

472 

1SV, 

ds RRa HirakL Japan, def. Laxml PoratL ILL, 

Mltwaukee 

14 

22 

J389 

1816 

6J.44.6rfl. 

Taranto 

10 

27 

.270 

23 

Lindsay Dovenparf (10X U.S,deC R canoe 

WroDNCOSC 

nan 

•a 


Stubbs, Austrafia. 7-6 (7-51. 64- Kristie 

WOWE5T DtVISMM 



Boageit Netherlands, det Nancy Febec Bet- 


W 

L 

Pci 

GB 

glum, 6-2, 1-6. 6-3; Amanda Coeteer (16). 
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South Africa, def. Sabine Hock, Germany/ 6-1, 

Houston 

27 
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6-1; Jana Kandanv Germany, deL YQne 

Utah 

22 

u 

429 

3K 

Kmria Japan, 7-6 (7-3). 6-t Conchlta Mar- 

Denver 

16 

23 

421 

11 

tinez (2), Spain, det Harenria Labat Ar- 

Date 

11 

24 

J14 

14H 

gentina, 6 - 2 , 6-A 

Minnesota 

10 

26 

-278 

16 

WOKENte DOUBLES, BBST ROUND 

Vancouver 

7 

29 

.194 

19 

Ew Metidwrava and Helena vndem. 
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Czech Republic dec Mogddena Mraz. 

Seattle 

26 

10 

•722 

— 

Poland, and Jdene WOhmobe. UA, 6-3. 6-2; 

Srxnmento 

20 

13 

406 

4Mr 

Catherine Barclay and Jenny Byrne, Aus- 

LA. Lakers 

20 

17 

.540 
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traBc iW. Tina Krtran and Raeflta ZrufaakawL 

Portland 

18 

18 

-500 

8 

SloutAta 6-1, 7-6 (7-1); Marta Undstrom and 

Golden State 

16 

21 
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lOVb 

Maria Strandlund, Sweden, def. Kim De 

Phoenix 

14 

20 
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11 

Weteeand Seda Naariandeb Netherlands. 6- 
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Mm Splrlea Romania, and Linda WBd, 

MDwaakM 

28 

24 

29 38-111 


UA. (151 dec Rodka Bobkova and Petra 
Langrara, Czech Repubte 6-1 6-1; Vlrag 
Cswba Hungary, and Naoko KErmria 
japan, def. Ahsamdn Fused, France, and 
Karina Hatasudara, Slovakia, 6-1 6-4: Scdtoie 
Anwtoinns, Belgium, and Miriam firemans. 
Netherlands, del. Sandra Code. U-S- and 
Christina Papadatt Greece, 4-2. 3A M . 

Radiel McOwOem, Australia and CkweSa 
Porwik, Germany, dot fcobefle Demongeat 
Franca, and Louise FHendno, Aashtdta, 6-Z 
6-1: Nicole Arendt UJL and Manor Bal- 
tegraf, NeJherttmds (fl, deCMerantes Paz, 
Argentina, and Rene Sknpsan, Canada, 6-1 

4-1 Chanda Ruhto. Ui, and Araitxa 
Sanchez Vtateo (B), Spauv del. Siabhan 
Drake Bradman and Jane Toytot, Austratifl, 
4A6A 

Alexia Dednume-Baflsret and Sandrlne 
Testud, Fiance, def. Usa McShea and Trucil 
MeregrateAusfrated-ld^PelnsSetwwz. 
Austria, ond Katarina ShidenlktwaSbrroWa. 
deC Elena UWiavtsna Russia, and Hlnmd 
Nagana Japan 6-3, 6-2) Els Cations. Bel- 
gfuni and JiA HatanHJeaigESr FitmcsftlJ, 
def . men HlrateL Japan, and Sung-Htt FWt, 
south Korea 6-1 6-1 Lindsay Davenoort, 
U.S- and Maty Jo* ftmandea D). OS. eW. 
Mcfc Murk- Craerifo, ml DemMciue Van 
Roast BMBhin,4'1,64. 

Usa Raymaml U5* and Gabriela SabatSni 
m, Argentina, dot Ann Grossman, U A. and 
Toni WMBnger-Janes, ICS- M, 64); Karin 
Ksdiwendt and Aitte Huber. Gemany, def. 
Sdvla Fdrtna and Laura Galaaa (14), iMyi 6- 

1 *-& 6-1 Nano MlyoS, Japan, and 
Stephanie Rem Ui- def. Lflfl McNeil 
Houstwu ami Hteeno Sukcnra (5), Cztctl Rs- 
pubte 2-4. 7-4 (3-61,6.3. 
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Assists— Milwaukee 23 (Mayberry 1U 
PModelphfa 25 CRufBn 7). 

WasUtfOB 19 22 22 V- » 

Mtomf 21 M 26 25-96 

W;Vtofloce 9-22 3-7 Zb BJPlfCO 7-99-1027. 
M: Maumna 1133 12-15 3fc Chapman 5-10 
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O:0Tted 15-305-7 35: Hardaway 9-19 4J 
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Rttewndi— Ortando 50 (Soari 11), Phoenix 
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Minnesota 34 27 25 22- 96 

G&: Smith 6-15 6-10 1« Spnwel 6-19M 
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Minnesota 32 (MaritoS). 
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TcaerileLDepwfftf»Ganteal- v 
raroeriteteta 3-2 on aopeaM- 


-hvwriwil, Paraw o 

■rao wumei- 

■ aur aound 
Algeria 2. Sierra Leone 0 


■Mauwo w. moth aMm 

‘VffiMll&ftViaiDlHIN 

Enotond tradnps: 184 (gftoui 
South AMco imdnss: 1054W2 ***&■ 
Result : South Africa set MSvdrii» 
**•4-1 teod In seven 


AUCTWiAVte Bte.(gW, v-l- 
•muRspAY.mim.miiriw'-F 
Australia tailings: 201^7 C50terifcff ‘“ - 
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Result: AutaflaVNR by46| 
ragteh erf brat-oHhioa series. '.rg-t*;. 
... ' ' ' : ‘ 


I'l'I'I'yH'l 
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tuomiMiLtaB 
iwtST^Aaraedto^ 
Mar.oufftefcto&aal yo a rta 

sAWWAHcarh rterijii 


12-21 0-1 2 a LOSS 8-17 3-4 20. 
Rebrnmete— Houston it (Drarier ft, Denver 
49 (MutombO 14], Assists— Houston 33 
(Drarier 12), Denver 34 (Rose 13). 

New York 22 18 28 26- *2 

LA. Olppers 17 18 23 23-81 

n-yj; srnmts-ia 4-5 am ewtno 1 M9042L 

LA_- Vaught 5-12W is 3- 1 

19. RaOoaals— NeerYorltdOtEwinolO), Los 
Anorits 44 (Vtartfri bj. Asstsis-Nnv Ytak 
17 (Staria 6), Las An oetos 14 1 Ri ch ar dson. 
Barry 3). 
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NeW »s- NO. 12 Syracasta Sunday; 4, Water 
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3) lost to Setan Hall 7873. Mod VS. NO, 16 
North Carolina Safurtay. 
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Major Co lleoeScoMW 


AWtaraa 62, Tennessee S3 
Buckne«7& Brawn « 

FtortSa St. 75. Oernsoh 62 
Geortfa7i,Rorida46 
Loertevftte A Atebatantoaham 70 
Marquette TXDaPaal 60 
Marytotd 118, DekreanSt.55 
Nwy 67. Holy OH 63 
M-OWBrntoBtoo 64. Richmond 47 
Nebraska 97, Ate-KatsasCly 69. ; 
NewHaapsMraTZ Dartmouth 69 
tBdo St 7Z N orthwe st ern 71 
OktaharaaSL9LCSN«flnWoo5e - 
Rutgers 78, PMsbeimb 77 . 
SoutaCareSna 67, VQndWbBt83.cn' 

SL Loots dft South Florida 56 

Temple 69. Fardhnm 48 
Vflsaonsln 61, MkN9on SL48 


Tbrento s 12 7 51 US 13S ' J * 

SL Lotte 18.19 ft 44 119 124- - - 1 ± H ULTHUMi 

Winnipeg 20 22 4 44 164 168 HwoatatiMel 

Date 11 23 TO 32 lift 155 ■ W- Z PT todano 17^ Seared Perieefc E- yearesmtoa 

MCWKDtVWQH >. g- ftOSTWI — S 

Ootorado 24 14 I 56 179 130 E~ aateoHeoBei 

Vancouver 16 17,11 43 163 151 Orinoco scouB Ray *i 

LnAngatas 1ft 19 11 a M « , *** . rww of WwwtootT 

WBOry 16 22 9 41 1» USD jS^ ** 1 ™* * E-W-j4-W,[M2. cMnfaotarof 

Edraonton 17 23 ft 40 IK 177 G eeies : E-Josepty. D JI mrco itai. (VxdrMr Jr. n 

Anoholm ..lft 26 5 37 133 168 • nulwauiqc 

SOBJos# 10 32 4 24 141 211 . . * 9 1-4 Jtdto, 1st b« 

SK ss®? 

Perta^faar^Stes teaoefc MW-». (enLSbetartaBwteC-w-ltu^LA-lMi. pWwtorS 

^WM3-ai. aodtoe Itatewo. 9r . ft-M. G OOBOB GWdd. Audit- 

MOMrad ».im' w**?"*' • iwnraiei 

Oltewa .... 8 t.M “* “ 

Rrst Period-riene. Stood Pertodi M- 
Ktatotanko 17 (RoecUL itagnoX % *- 

Noetariey 11 (QuMofi. TIM Perimfc M- - uwaiiu.«ee • 

PoTOtena 19 (Bmhob) (enL ttete ea, . ^ :• .► iRmondunnsputn 

MaadtateCByiLetaSr^ 

JJJja^Oftlaotipte. * (MwanRrtaietaKi -JdSSSk 

Now.^wy^.g -sasffiaasf . ■ ^ 

2S5S 2J 

» (M coattaiww Barite- 7. B-taan U » of JoeGrm ta 

W»to8^TbWI*«rietN«irVettaPWI»y IIWlHIMi 

Wtoorta Srimeldai. ». tecoath-te 

' '■-Trrhl frnl HiiWiiijinMt T teancap . mam*. 

lWcu-aiuSUSsi H- ; , Pca»mi«oc»a*,SBDBiiBu». ! **?.***<* 

ratk. Sadenmn. safen -■ . Za^aaawWeBcOitoao) . .■ 

SSL, ■ ; in 1 Mm 

^Wrae Petted: T-ftelvote 22 raettoaiL~^pnrite6telLteitaoeteo , ^awiibi v-. 

teniH Bait ‘CkBf^.-^SPp^tetofttetelr- • 

SSET 1 -, 4 * j ytefct—e i. Oft h aa niB ite) . -A 

g"*”; a r-Anderasen 2 . tsradWft, ^mcriona4LHeraiteel • .. . . ^Q*UA1- -A< 

tetedsiLltelitaaUii ! _XBanadona wln4.1 onnaounnle). 

T-Oraeftey 10 (Aadenoerv Zwmoiirt. ta T— WienetaXCritaVloaO 


■ALTneoM— Aaraed ifc 1 

HusaatattakteGcndAtaaMl 
yearesmte cu . . ...” 
■osiw-amd Rowan 


p. TtonoRdUHtMteuers 
Ntaa^r^Mjfcastero 

■ ( ? > ^ , ?" 4 ^ 0,> P*w9yldcfa). 


■IPI UW 1 UW I 

» *reif> w»A oRL awdngbom 1 


•OLBSK STATS— Ad 

.Oorea tamwd, fcm 
raoUWooritaiword. 

HCWjnsev-PiriXe 
wintoted RsLAcBvated 
•WwanLInmtataredte 


mud, 6am brined fc 
Bfamionbrindtal 

NArioiiAtfPt 


of Joe deed* deteaslve' iSfrSSipv 

| aS5^g 


run e a irT ii'i viftijl ' rT^rij T fliltei' 


i. 







INTERNATIONAL HEILAID TRIBUNE, FRIDAY, JANUARY 19, 1996 

SPORTS 



Rockets’ Title Hopes Broken and Bruised 


I i r ‘ :er ' , ie» 

■ - Damithf 
'^leamto 

iditor of 

4 kttopea 
MkUi 
and po«e 
"'trceth” 


- .And 
“ '*< •?:' tb 

— Tend 

-iraaa- 
. • for 

r-wd 


- • *■-. Se- 

Mr 

- vsz: psr- 
>- r >;nk- 



Steye Yzerman celebrating after scoring his SOOtfe career goal for Detroit, 
which has the league’s top record, against the Colorado Avalanche. 


The Associated Press 

Going into the National Hockey 
League All-Star break, the Detroit Red 
. Wings solidified their position as the top 
nn in the league while Steve Yzerman 
v roied his place* NHL history. 

'N. a battle of Western Conference 
r* 

NHL ROUNDUP 

leaders, the Red Wings beat the Col- 
orado Avalanche, 3-2, Wednesday night 
to improve their record to an NHL-best 
32-9-3. 

Along the way, Yzerman scored an 
historic goal — the 500* of his career. 

“I’m very happy to score it here in 
Detroit,*’ Yzerman said after becoming 
only the 22nd player in NHL history to 
reach the 500-goal level “hi my 13 
years here, I’ve seen a lot of familiar 
faces in the stands, people who have 
been season-ticket holders. Fm glad I 
was able to get it here far them.* 4 
Yzennan’s milestone goal came at 
7:52 of die second period, giving Detroit 
a 2-0 lead. 

After Colorado came back to tie early, 
in the third, Sergei Fedorov’s 19* goal 
at H :28 proved to be the game-winner. 
Keith Pnmeau also scared far Detroit. 
Scott Young and Adam Deadmarsh had 
goals for Colorado. 

Yzerman joined Hall of Earner 
Gordie Howe as the only players to 
score 500 goals with the Red Wings. He 
also became the third playertoreach' 
500 goals this season, joining; Fit^r 
burgh's Mario Lemieux and Mark 1 
Messier of the New York Rangers^ 

J*|ts 4, Mapto LMb 2 Keith ^ Tkacbuk 
4f^id his 26* and 27* goals to lift 
Winnipeg to victory at Toronto. 

The Jets were winless in six previous 
visits to Maple Leaf Gardens. They 
hadn’t won in there since 1993. • 
Lightning 6, Shades 4 Mikael Ander- 
sson and rookie Aaron Gavey each ] 
scored twice as Tampa Bay equaled its 
best scoring output of the season with a 
victory over visiting San Jose. , , 

Andersson scored his first two goals 
of the season * a 36-second span of a 
four-goal first period for Tampa Bay. - 
Whaler* 8, tetendw* a Robert Kron 
scored twice, breaking open a dose* 
game, and Sean Burke stopped 39 shots 


as visiting Hartford ended New York's 
six-game unbeaten streak. 

i tenauftw 1, •■ h r— o Tom Barrasso 
stopped 31 shoes and J aro mi r Jagr 
scored to key Pittsburgh’s victory at 
Buffalo. 

- Banasso, who allowed 21 goals in his 
previous three starts, earned his first 
shutout of the season. 

The Penguins, who rested Mario 
Lemieux, snapped a t h re e - gam e losing 
streak Jagr scored his 33* of the season 
and gave the Pe^nns their only goal 59 
seconds into die game. 

c— *■■■ 3r S — tor * o Ottawa 
openedits jittering new Palladium are- 
na die same way it closed the Ottawa 
Civic Centre — with a loss. 

The Palladium, on the westernmost 
fringes of Ottawa’s suburbs, staged its 
first hockey game with predictable re- 
sults for the Senators, who had the 
NHL’s worst record at 8-33-1 before 
opening their new home. 

Andrei Kovalenko, Martin Rndnsky 
and Vincent Damphousse scored for 
MontreaL 

otter* 4, Slav* 3 Curtis Joseph 
Stopped 35 Shots to l ennin nnhwnwi in 
three games since signing with Edmon- 
ton, and die Otters' victory at Dallas was 
their fourth in five games. 

' Mariusz Czedcawski’s second-period 
goal snapped a 1-1 lie. Zdeno Ciger, 
Dean McAmmond and Todd Marchant 
also scored against Stars rookie goal- 
tenders. Manny Ucaundez and Jordan 
WiPi s to build a 4^1 lead early in the 
thud period. 

•• Capitate 3,« tecfch* wfc m 2 Sergei Gon- 
char scored with L06 left as Wash- 
ington rallied to win at Chicago, which 
seta club recoid for fewest dots in a - 

pnrie^ wi* 12. 

r . The Blacfchawks, 11-2-2 overall and 
T-l^Tat home in the past month, man- 
agedonlyfoqr shots rathe first period, 
three in the second- iid five in the 
tmnL .. - -- 

. n*m** 4r'p—fc* -t Sandy McCarthy 
soOT^ 2^.^ato d»,game to ignite a 
three-goal fost period at Anaheim as 
Calgary snappedva six-game losing 
; streak to the Mighty Ducks. . . 

- -Ttevor Kidd shaped 29 *ots as the 
improved Flames remaned unbeaten in 
their last six games. - 


The Associated Press 

The Houston Rockets* road to a third 
consecutive National Basketball Asso- 
ciation tide jus got a little tighter. 

Mario Eiie, a swingman. broke his 
right wrist and point guard Sam Cassell 
suffered a bruised left shoulder in acci- 

MIAKOUNOUP 

dents in the second period Wednesday 
night Elie will be gone for eight weeks; 
Cassell for an undetermined time. 

Their replacements — Tim Breaux 
and Eldridge Recasner — came through 
with crucial baskets down die stretch, 
while Hakeem Olajuwoo scored 37 
points in Houston’s 120-112 victory 
over the Denver Nuggets. 

“Mario will be a big loss,” The Rock- 
ets’ coach, Rudy Tomjanovich, said. 
“Hopefully, Sam isn’t hurt too seri- 
ously. He’s taken two blows to the head 
the last couple of games, plus the shoul- 
der tonight. This is bad timing. 

“Breaux was outstanding. He hasn’t 
played much, hut we knew he could do 
il And that was a big-time performance 
by Etdridae.'* 

When Houston’s game was on the 
fine, so was Olajuwoo. 

The center scored 16 points in die 
fourth quarter, including a pair of three- 
point plays in the final 4Vi minutes. 
Oyde Drexler added 22 points as the 
Rockets scored their third successive 
victory. 

After Denver pulled even at 96, Ola- 
juwon scored 11 of Houston’s next 13 
points. His 3-point play with 4:27 left 
made it 106-101, ana another three- 
point play with 3:56 left gave the Rock- 
ets a 109-103 lead. 

After a pair of baskets by Mahmoud 
Abdul-Rauf pulled Denver to 1 1 1- 107, 
Breaux hit a 3-pointer and Recasner 
tipped in Breaux’s miss, putting Hous- 
ton in front, 116-107, with 1:39 to go. 

■brick* ns, Upwb 31 New York 
played without its best rebounder — 
Charles Oakley, sidelined with tendinitis 
in his left Achilles tendon — but Patrick 
Ewing had 22 points and 10 rebounds 
and Charles Smith added 20 points as die 
Knicks won at Los Angeles. 

New York held the Clippers to then- 
lowest scoring total of the season. 

“We haven't been playing well late- 
ly, so everybody’s got to step up and try 
to get die job done — whether we have 
Oakley or not,” Ewing said. 

It was the Knicks' fifth successive 
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Heat’s Alonzo Mourning making tip-in over Builds’ Gheorghe Muresan. 


victory over the Clippers, but only their 
fifth in the last 12 games overall. 

Brian Williams had 19 points for the 
Clippers, who have dropped 1 7 of then- 
last 19 meetings with the Knicks. 

Magic 113, Sun* 35 Wi* Shaquille 
O’Neal scoring 18 of his 35 points in the 
third quarter, cotton Fitzsimmons was 
unable to pull out a victory at Phoenix in 


his third debut as the Suns’ coach. 
Fitzsimmons replaced Paul Westphal. 
who was fired Tuesday. 

Michael Finley scored IS points, and 
Wesley Person and Wayman Tisdale 
had 16 each for the Suns, who dressed 
the league minimum of eight players for 
the fifth consecutive game. 

Hawk* 102, PSear* 93 The Hawks 


won their fifth straight game, taking 
advantage of *e absence of Reggie. 
Miller, who had the flu. to hold Indiana 
scoreless for nearly five minutes in the ' 
third quarter. 

Stacey Augmon scored a season-high 
24 points to lead the Hawks. 

Their winning streak is the longest 
since they won five in a row nearly two 
years ago. Indiana’s four-game winning 
streak came to an end despite 25 points ; 
from Rik Smits. 

Net* 97, Hom*t* 93 Two free throws 
by Kenny Anderson with 6.6 seconds 
remaining clinched New Jersey’s vic- 
tory at Charlotte. The loss prevented the 
Hornets from teaching the .500 mark for 
the first time since Nov. 11. 

Annon Gilliam scored 24 points and 
Anderson 22 in the Nets’ fourth road 
victory in 19 games this season. 

Dell Curry and Glen Rice each had 23 
points for the Hornets, while Larry 
Johnson added 20. Rice became the 
210* player in NBA history to reach 
10,000 career points. 

■teat 98, Biritets 89 Host Miami over- 
came the ejection of two players for 
fighting to snap a five-game losing streak 
behind Alonzo Mourning’s 38 points, 
tying his season high. 

Juwan Howard of Washington and 
Bimbo Coles and Keith Askin g of Mi- 
ami were ejected following a second- 
period brawl. 

Mourning missed his first eight shots, 
but still outdueled 7-foot-7 (2.3-meter) 
Gheorghe Muresan. who had 19 points 
and a career-high 21 rebounds. Brent 
Price scored 27 points and Rasheed 
Wallace 22 for Washington. 

Buck* 111, 78*r* 100 Glenn Robin- 
son scored 37 points as Milwaukee won 
at Philadelphia, handing the 76ers their 
third straight loss. 

The Bucks took their first lead at 91- 
89 with 5:4] to play. After Vernon 
Maxwell put the Sixers up, 92-91, 
Robinson’s two free throws and a 
jumper by Vin Baker gave Milwaukee 
the lead far good. Maxwell led the Six- 
ers wi* 20 points. 

Tiotoarwolvas 98, Warrior* 88 Isaiah 

Rider scored a season-high 31 points and 
handed out seven assists as Minnesota 
posted its second consecutive victory for 
*e first time since early December. 

Tom Guglioua added 18 points and 
14 rebounds for *e Wolves. 

Joe Smi* had 18 points and 10 re- 
bounds while Latrell Sprewell had 19 
points for the Warriors. 


UMass Struggles but Survives Without Star Center 


The Associated Press 

For at least one game. No. 1 Mas- 
sachusetts was able to survive without 
Marcus Camby. 

Wi* their star center still in the hos- 
pital, the Mmutemen seemed vulnerable 
at times Wednesday night in beating 

COILBBI BASKETBALL 

Rhode Island, 77-71. Camby. who col- 
lapsed before a game Sunday, spoke wi* 
his teammates after the viaory. 

“It’s a challenge because the best play- 
er in the country is not wi* us,” Coach 
John Cahpari said. “I didn’t want any- 
body to think *ey had to do too much.” 

Donta Bright sawed 32 points, more 
*an double his average, for Mas- 
sachusetts (15-0. 4-0 Ailannc 10). Though 

they remained unbeaten. *e host Min- 
utemen struggled at times, falling behind 
by nine points lare in the first half and 
leading just 52-51 whh 10 1 h minutes left. 

Rhode Island (9-5. 1-2) took advantage 
of Camby ’s ahsence by going inside early 


and led for most of the fust half. Josh King 
and Tyson Wheeler each scored 14 for 
Rhode Island, but they combined for only 
eight points in the second half as Mas- 
sachusetts increased its defensive pres- 
sure.. Antonio Reynolds, a freshman, 
scored 15 points for the Rams. 

No. 3 Cincinnati 99, Xaviaw Ohio, 90 
Danny Fbrtson, despite drawing ooe of 
Cincinnati's two technical fouls, scored a 
career-high 40 prams fra the unbeaten 
Bearcats. 

Onrinnati (12-0) matched its best start 
in 36 years try overcoming a taunting crowd 
and two first-half flareups on Xavier's 
borne court. Games between the crosstown 
rivals have been testy in the past 

No. 5 Coonacticiit 88, St. John** 73 

Kirk King extended his sneak to 22 
straight successful shots before a miss for 
host Connecticut. 

Travis Knight shot 10-of-ll and scored 
22 points, and Ray Allen had 26 as the 
Huskies (15-1, 7-0 Big East) won their 
14* consecutive game. 

No. 8 Wak* Foraat 68, Qaocgia Toeb 63 


Tim Duncan had 22 points and 1 1 re- 
bounds as Wake Forest won the matchup 
between the last two teams wi* unbeaten 
records in the Atlantic Coast Conference. 

Tony Rutland scored 26 for the host 
Demon Deacons (12-1. 4-0), who won 
their nimh in a row. 

Freshman Stephen Marbury scored 23 
points for Georgia Tech. 

Sotoa H*n 78, No.7VBtenow* 73 Adrian 
Griffin scored 31 points and Seton Hall 
recorded its mosr impressive victory in 
four years. 

The last time the Pirates beat a team so 
highly ranked was Jan. 26. 1992, when 
they defeated No. 6 Ohio Stale. 

Danny Hurley scored 18 points for Se- 
ton HaD (8-6. 4-3). Kerry Kitties, who 
didn’t start because of a groin injury, scored 
15 for visiting Villanova ( 1 3-3, 5-2). 

No. 10 North Carolte* 67, Virginia S3 
Aruawn Jamison, a freshman, became the 
first Nor* Carolina player to get 20 re- 
bounds in a game since Mike O’Koren in 
1979. 

Jamison also scored 16 points as the Tar 


Heels (13-3, 4-1 ACC) disappointed Vir- 
ginia's first sellout crowd of the season. 

Serge Zwikker had 14 points, Jeff 
Mclnnis 13 and Dante Calabria 11 for 
North Carolina. 

Florida State 73. No. 19 damson 82 

James Collins made four 3-pointers in die 
second half and finished wi* 23 points as 
Florida State (10-4, 2-2 ACC) won at 
home. 

Clemson (1 1-2, 2-2 ACC) lost its sec- 
ond in a row. 

No. 22 Gootgi* 71, Florida 46 KatU 
Davis and Penha Robinson each had five 
points during a 21-0 spree that helped. 
Georgia stop a two-game losing streak. 

The Bulldogs (11-3. 2-2 Southeastern 
Conference) led 50-44 wi* 8:56 left be- 
fore bolding Florida scoreless until there 
were just 46 seconds remaining. 

No. 25 ToxasToch 75, Baylor 69 Jason 
Sasser had 22 points and 10 rebounds as 
Texas Tech won on the road. 

The Red Raiders (3-0 Sou* west Con- 
ference) are off to their best start ever at 
13-1. 
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Narrowing the Field 


The Ambassador From Slidell, Louisiana 


By Russell Baker 


N EW YORK— It is often 
said that 37 people de- 


1 1 said that 37 people de- 
cide who will be president of 
die United Stales. The num- 
ber seems a bit on the low 
side. I know experts who 
think it takes as many as 250. 
give or take the odd dozen. 

The Iowa caucuses and the 
New Hampshire primary 
alone require 40 or 50 caucus- 
goers and primary voters. Tiny 
though these exercises in 
democracy look to the unin - 
formed citizen, they do a vital 
job- They cut die final geld 
down to the two candidates 
destined to leave millions too 
disgusted to vote by Novem- 
ber. 

This, of course, is a boon to 
a cost-conscious public, since 
voting in November is not only 
extremely costly bur also un- 
necessary nowadays, thanks to 
the excellence of tracking 
polls. By interviewing 13 or 14 
scientifically selected Amer- 
icans, pollsters can now an- 
nounce a day or two in ad- 
vance, with spooky accuracy, 
which candidate die still-un- 
voted millions will choose 
when they get to the polls. 

Iowa and New Hampshire 
will band down their cruel 
decisions within the next few 
weeks. That will end much of 
die election. We can then stop 
thinking about everybody 
who didn't make the cut 


gests, the Expectorate is a 
powerful institution which de- 
cides how well each candidate 
is expected to do m Iowa and 
New Hampshire. Failure to 
match the Expectorate’s ex- 
pectation figures is usually 
enough to destroy a candi- 
date. 

All this, of course, prepares 
the way for exciting moming- 
after-e lection stories. These 
will announce that Candidate 
A has sustained a fatal blow 
because he had been expected 
to win 23 percent of the vote 
but won only 17. 

They will suggest that Can- 
didate B, having exceeded his 
assigned expectations, is an 
exciting new political star 
worth ftdler news coverage. 

Traditionally the public is 
bored out of its skull at this 
stage of the election. Candi- 
date B can, therefore, be a god- 
send. He offers not a fresh face 
perhaps, but a face that at least 
looks different from those 
same tired old faces that have 
afflicted the public for eons. 

□ 


By Mike Zwerin 

International Herald Tribune 


P ARIS — Clarence (Gatemooth) Brown is 
an honorary sheriff in Slidell, Louisiana, 


i ..... t 




In the old days the press 
used to provide fresh-face in- 


So only a few weeks re- 
main in which to do the heavy 
lifting of 1996. The heroic 
handful who will do it in- 
clude, of course, the handful 
of New Hampshire voters and 
Iowa caucus-goers who will 
provide voting statistics to 
help create the illusion that 
the earth has shaken. 

Not so well known is the 
Expectorate. As its name sug- 


flaters whose job was to keep 
the public from subsiding into 
coma after Iowa and New 
Hampshire by inflating var- 
ious unlikely candidates as 
fresh faces who might just 
possibly bring a little life into 
the campaign. 

This work is now handled 
by a lone new w orkman 
known in the trade as “the 
Perot equivalent’ 1 His task is 
actually to become that fresh 
face for which America sup- 
posedly yearns. 

Ross Perot invented this 
job in 1992. It is now carried 
on by the publisher Steve 
Forbes, arguing that only a 
flat tax can save us all. Oh 
well, at least the face will stay 
fresh for a week or two. 

New York Times Service 


A an honorary sheriff in Slidell, Louisiana, 
where he lives. “I put Slidell on the map, 
man," he said. 

You wonder if it isn't hot under that 
cowboy hat he’s always wearing. 

“I’m a kind of goodwill ambassador. 
When I travel around the world, everywhere 
die police love me. In Istanbul. Turkey, they 
fixed coffee for me and they never even 
searched me. They know I’m lure to save the 
world, not destroy it." 

A fabled bluesman, he would, however, 
prefer to be known in a wider category. “In- 
terpreter of American music" would do fine. 

True, the first track of his new album 
“Long Way Home” — to be released next 
week by PoiyGram — is called “Blues Pow- 
er” (sung by its authors, Eric Clapton and 
Leon Russell). He was an idol for bluesmea 
like Albert Collins, Cal Green and Johnny 
(Guitar) Watson; be is featured on the album 
“Blues at Montreux;” and he also recorded 
with Canned Heat and Professor Longhair 
and won a Grammy in the blues category. 

On the other hand, his repertoire includes 
jazz tunes by Clifford Brown and Duke 
Ellington, he wears cowboy clothes (he grew 
up in Texas) and be plays country and west- 
ern, zydeco and bluegrass songs. 

On his PoiyGram album. Brown plays 
violin and viola in addition to guitar and he 
sings Bob Dylan's “Don't T hink Twice” 
and the Rusty Gabbard/Ray Price hillbilly 
lament “I’ll Be There (If You Ever Want 
Me)” like an interpreter of American music 
should. Guests include Clapton, Russell, Ry 
Cooder, Maria Muldauer, Sonny Landreth 
and Jim Keltner. (His father, who worked on 
the railroad also played country and west- 
ern.) 

Here for promotion. Brown puffed on the 
little covered pipe on which he puffs a lot and 
looked out his hotel room window at the 
modem Citd de la Villette complex below. 
He did not seem terribly impressed to learn 
that the complex includes a conservatory of 
music. He does not go to museums and he's 
“tired of strange towns where people eat 
strange food and speak strange languages.” 
It can get lonely out here when you're 71 and 
in the wrong category. 

Cartoons were running without sound He 
said: ‘ ‘That's what I be doing, sitting up here 
watching my cartoons. I stay kind of se- 
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He works on it (“I have enoggb for tws 
books already”) while home m Slided At^ 
he writes lyrics in his notebook, which he 
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Clarence (Gate mouth) Brown, “interpreter of American music. ’ 


some got less / ado mey a™ iwu <= «**»«* 
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Slidell is a small place and there s not , 
much to do. Smitetiines he gets lonely there > 
too. But Ik’s away about 300 days a year and ; 
he and his 16 -yera-oId daughter are close. 

After touring Europe for five weeks, he 
went home fra two, wait to Japan for two- 
then took her along on a blues cruise to die 
Bahamas. At home he rests “until I get tired. 

Oneoftfae few times he left his hotel room 
in Paris was to bear a young bluesman who 
shall remain unnam ed- “He’s hi bad shape, 
poor boy,” Brown recalled. “He asked me to 
help horn out on son» songs. Prohtemis he 
can't play and be can't sing either.” 

Brown's understated conspiratorial smfle 
keepscoming back and complements his cyn- 
jri s n ^ which also keeps coming bade “Eu- 
ropeans will buy stuff by African Americans 
who couldn’t give away their music in the 
States. This guy talked cm the microphone for 
about 20 nwnntts between numbers. In En- 


cluded on the road. You won’t catch me 
r unning up and down the street and carousing 
in any old bars.” 

It has been a long road. Gate, as he is 
known, turned professional at the age of 16 
and was a sideman with Howard Spencer and 
his Gay Swingsters, William M. Bimbo and 
his Brown skin Models and, later, with Hart 
Hudge (the names are real). He toured with 
Dinah Washington and Sonny Stitt 

Opening for Clapton in Europe and the 
United States during the past few years has 
been terrific exposure: “Clapton’s people 
are all crazy about me because I didn’t get up 
there and try to show off. I wasn't playing 
what he was playing, we weren't bumping 
heads. So he went on and played two cots on 
my album.” 

While be was with Clapton, strangers try- 
ing to be friendly would introduce them- 


selves with lines I3ce “I play in a blues band 
too.” He was not impressed. He knew in 
front what they would sound like. “Woe is 
me, my woman done gone,” he imitated 
them derisively, and laughed: “See, people 
don’t really care about somebody else who 
loses a woman. They think it’s a bore: that 
may be the saddest part of all. I didn’t even 

write one erf those songs when my woman up 
and left me for real.” 

After they were divorced, his wife kept 
their home in Baton Rouge and he moved to 
Slidell, to a house an a bayou across Lake 
Pontchartram from New Orleans. He ties up 
his “24-foot cabin cruiser with a Chevrolet 
engine and a head on it” in back. Like he 
prefers “old music that works good today,” 
his 1976 Buick Riviera and 1978 Dodge 
pickup are in mint condition. 

Gaiemouth will not let on how he was so 


“He talked about how he was just a Bole 
old bhKS player and be gets to travel all arwmd 
the world and ain't he lucky?. What’s that got 
to do with marie? Who you think ernes? It 
irritates me to see black men making such 
fools of themselves around the world. That 
gets to me real bad real fesL And tins boy was 
so loud! Man. a was hurting my stomach. ■> 

“Tire average band out there just know-- 
how to play laud and louder and long and 
longer. They rattle around from here to the 
Erol Tower, and then when tire time finally 
comes they can't eves finish, up right, Ev- 
erybody in tire band has to put their own tail 
ooiL 

“There are four stages to dynamics — 
load, midrange, soft ana off.” lie relit his 
pipe: “Don’t anybody remember bow to do 
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WEEKEND SKI REPORT 


XVthe Duchess of York, 
who has flown off to the Unit- 
ed States with her daughters, 
leaving behind a furor after it 
was revealed she bad over- 
drawn her bank account by 
more than £3 milli on ($4.5 
million). Queen Elizabeth 
ITs daughter-in-law booked 
first class on a British Airways 
jet to Washington rather than 
on the Concorde as she usually 
does. A spokeswoman for the 
duchess said she was taking 
her daughters Beatrice, 7, and 
Eugenie, 5, “as a special 
treat" The queen has made It 
clear, according to The Sun 
newspaper, that she would not 
bail out the former Sarah Fer- 
guson, in a move (hat could 
worry creditors. The tabloid 
also said the duchess's bank. 
Courts & Co., had decided to 
be forbearing no longer and 
had summoned her three times 
for showdowns over her 
spending. But the duchess, the 
estranged wife of the queen's 
second son, Andrew, laughed 
off her worries: “I’m not on 
the breadline.” 





blues balladeer Little Wafie 
John. The folk singer Pete 
Seeger was also honored, as 
an “eariy influence” on rock 
performers. - 


The actor Kiris Douglas, 
79. who has : appeared in 82 
fQ^ahdtireiriovrerazfodn- 
ist Chuck Jones, 83, who a& 
aled such characters as Bus 
Bunny, Daffy Duck, WileE. 
Coyote, the Road Runner,' 
Elmer Fndd and PorkyPig, 
wiR receive honorary Os^ijgs. 
at the annual ceremonies 
March 25. It wiU be DT 
glas’s firstOscar, and Jones’s 
second; - _ ’ ■ 


DcfA Mta. Has. Snow Lost 

L U pistes Pistes State 5mw 


Pas do la Casa 65 90 
SoldflU 30 100 


Qood Opm Var 12/1 Uy open, goal pim dang 

Goad Open Var llfl uxal/ug cam etonf/af gootfsto 
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Lech 

Obwgurgl 
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St Anton 
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L u Ptstis PMts stole Snow Comment s 

120 280 Good Open Petal 12/1 /*25Ksopnp*st*tog 

20 70 Fair Sana Petal 771 nxm Os cpm bM above IBOQn 

40 115 Good CbS8d Pda) 12/1 21/23 Os. good dBspta k* paktm 

50 70 Good Opm Kd 11/1 30 H» ppat nvaOy goad, wycoM 


Had Opm AM 31/12 41 Ks open, boa atxne nodsuton 
Fair Ckxsd Vsr VI 17 Ka open, gbaarnnmm good 

by Ctaed crost B /1 5364 H® qpea raasomOto. pahSty 
Fair man Ha VI MKsopm WBfgroomad/asias 

Fair Opm PdaJ S /1 22 *s open, pfewus aorbrig ml 

worn Art Pried B /1 at 60 open, sbpas sat* 

Hanj An Uv VI al Bn epen. knkBd good iking 

Far An Vtar 771 tfUsopwi aootf comonotm 


Good Opm Mr 1771 1 VM Mb. dbntag V Saab arm 


Spain 
La Mofina 


Good Opm to 1 V 1 9Mtlts upon, good Urn tltog 


Lake Louisa 140 200 Good Opm Pm* I 77 i 13 Ks opm, aperti da. new sww 
WMaUar 85 2 T 0 Good Opan Padr 16/1 coal mat dd tut eeU 


Alpe cfHuez 65 220 Good Opm Var 12/1 73 B 2 Ms open. p«w , 

Avoriaz 95 130 Far Open W 771 43«9 Mr w skpm 

Chamonix 10 185 Good poor Var 771 43 B 2 BS, tw/mn (a 

Courchevel 50 65 Fair Opm Fetal 771 BMSB Hte. 

LesDeuxAlpas 30 270 Good Open Var 12/1 4363 Bts good atom i 


Switzarland 

Champoiy 0 80 

Grans Montana 0 110 

Davos 20 80 

GrindeJwaJd 0 40 

Kkjsters 15 80 

SL Moritz 40 BO 

Vettoter 75 OT 

Wengen 5 35 

Zermatt 15 110 


Fair Ooiad Hand 771 aflMxopen, 30on jtfrndstwon 
warn Oosad Va 771 35M2 Bls.piitosi* ebtrMZXOn 


Fair Opm Vet 7/1 StSSKsopsapU 

Far Closed Hard 771 

Fair Opm Mat B /1 SI Mis. tun lo km \ 

Good Opm Petal 11/1 el » Ms cyan ms 

Fair worn Vhr 7/1 3339 Ik opm bes 

fm Ctossd Var 771 2023 Ha cyan, goo 

Far Art Vs 1 V 1 nosrOr opm man; 
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Val Thorens 


20 SO Fair Soma Hwd 771 el 57 Its qpan.i»srabow« 

50 135 Far worn Vbr 771 UZ/112 Mts open, ftstes goM 

75 130 Good Opm to 12/1 41UB Ka. oB but bwsr n re t 

EC 120 Fair Var 771 48/51 Steepen, good m** or 

75 120 Goad Op m Vbr 18/1 jUbwit 


Omn uur y 

Sarehtesgaden 20 70 Fur dosed Vw B/1 e93lRsqparu 

Garmisch 5 210 Far Closed V8r B/1 3SBsopnt» 


UA. 

Brackenrldge 145 190 

Crested Butm as ns 

Keystone ISO IBS 

Mammoth 60 ibo 

Park City 90 150 

Tefluride too ns 

VaB 115 1B0 


Good Opm Pdd 1V1 iTBscyn 

Good Opm PMr I8h 12/13 Bts, i 

Good Opm Pdcd 1V1 I7Mscyn 

Good Opm Pwdr 1771 exnXentsi 

Good Opm Pwdr 1771 aSMtsand 

Good dan Pwdr 1771 at 10 Bis o 

Good Opm Petal 17/1 2B Bit opm 


Kay LU: DopBi in cm on tower and igiper stapes. (Mil i 
hating ip rased wtege. Art Artfcnf»m 


30 SO Fair Opm Vv 12/1 1S/15 MU aid a!25bo open 


7fiyfwarfCW/o/Q8Bfaaata 


Christopher Reeve was 
taken to a hospital for treat- 
ment of what the actor de- 
scribed as a bout of erratic 
blood pressure related to bis 
paralysis. “My blood pres- 
sure has been stabilized, and 1 
am in no danger,” Reeve said 
in a statement issued by the 
Northern Westchester Med- 
ical Center in Mount Kisco, 
New York. Reeve has been 
paralyzed from the neck 
down and on a respirator vir- 
tually all the time since last 
year after a fall from a horse. 

□ 

BJB. King may be the King 
of the Blues, but when he 
listens to music, it’s country, 
gospel, rock ’n’ roll, rap — 
and classical. “I’m a big fan 
of Luciano Pavarotti's,” 
King said. King, who shares 


Pete Seeger and Stevie Wonder at Hall of Fame gala. 


the tenor’s rotund silhouette, 
added: “I like his size, too.” 


Police in Jamaica have 
apologized for shooting at the 
singer Jimmy BufTetfs sea- 
plane as it landed off the 
coast. No one was hurt. The 
police said that an anony- 
mous tip had led them to sus- 
pect that the plane was in- 
volved in drug trafficicing . 


Well, some people appre- 
ciate House Speaker. Newt 
Gingrich’s literary efforts. 
The Australian novelist 
Colleen McCullough, for in- 
stance, who says she foods his 
bestseller "To Renew Amer- 
ica” long on common sense. 


Gingrich says he’s afan of her 
epic tales of ancient Rome, 
and die two plan to collab- 
orate on a book on the ed- 
ucational value . of historical 
fiction. And where might they 
write this bode? On Norfolk 
Island, . they- said in unison. 
Gingrich said he'd bring his 
wife, Marianne, to the re- 
mote South Pacific isle 1,200 
miles from Australia where 
McCullough lives. 

. . : . 

A new- flock of rockers has 
been inducted into the Rock 
’n’ Roll Hall of Fame: David 
Bowie, Gladys Knight and 
the Pips, the ShireOes, Jef- 
ferson Airplane, Pink 
Floyd, the velvet Under- 
ground and the late masterful 


. Phll Donahue, who bears 
heavy responsibility for . the 
audience-p ar ticip ati on televi- 
sion talk show, said he wifl 
retire, just short of bis 30th 
anniversary of wielding the 
microphone/ Donahue first 
tried the -midicnce-participa- 
tion format on Nov, 6, 1967. 
A studio audience had arrived 
for a variety show dot had 
been canceled.' He suggested 
letting them watch his inter- 
view with Madalyn Murray 
O’ Hair, then America’s most 
notorious atheist.’,, He let 
members of the audience ask 
questions — and found lie Had 
a hit on his hands. • . o’ 


John F. Kennedy Jjivbas 
fired the editor of George 
magazine, a few days before 
the pblifical revue's thinl is 1 1 
sue hits the stands. He>jjOing - 
to do the job himself^ ^ad- 
dition to his duties as edfior m 
chief. While .. a. George . 
spokesman cited “editorial 
differences,” insickas said - 
Eric Etheridge; former ex- 
ecutive- editor of. The .New 
York Observer; bad too;Se-_ 
ricais a vision for Kenn^ 
who wants something 
— to go widi all those Guess 
jeans ads. -.A .- 



\ in six hours/- 
The Concorde d-oe^.t if ^ 
With an operator, you can do it in seconds. 


AT&T lets you quickly place 
calls lo the U.S. and over 205 
countries on your own. Just dial the 
AT&T Arass Nuiriw for the countiy 
you're calling from listed below, 
then follow the voice prompts. 
Your call will gel through fast. 
Fast, easy calling worldwide. Util's 
Your True Cbohv!* AI&T. 


Without one, you can do it even faster. 


EUROPE 

Aweala'T - 8014111 

Aastriattt 822-903-011 

BfllBlsn’ 0-800-100-10 

Bulgaria* 00-800-0011} 

Croatia* 99-38M111 

Czecri Republic* 08-42-0 BO-1 01 

Denmark 8801-0910 

Roland * SfflNMOB-IO 

Raace is-ooit 

Germany 0130-0010 

Gibraltar ■ 8800 


Gre«e'.__ „.._.,0fl-8aa-1311 

Hragarf 080800-01111 

fcelwl' — 8069001 

Oeinid 1-800- ESQ- toO 

Bahr 172-itm 

Li8mania*_ : :..ooi9S 

Lawntang -0-800-0111 

Macednn, Ein.'ttt.„.9M0tM288 

- .8800-890-110 . 

Monaco* 19-8811 

Nethertaris* 00-022-1111 

tlonray 800-190-11 

Potartt'- 00-0-888-111-1111 - 

Pwtaiplt 05017-1-288 

Romania*.-...- 01-808-4288 

Rm*h*t(iicieew) 1S5-5042 

Slovak Rep.*t 00-42-988-101 

Span- 988-9940-11 

Sweden - 02B-7EB-S11 

8wltmrta«P ISf- 00-11 

Tartar —...80-806-12277 

Ufaitaf 80108-11 

United IQsedofn .0880-89-8611 

0566-89-0011 


MIDDLE EAST 

flahraiaa 800-081 

Cypn«* -.888-90010 

.E8ypr.(CaJro)v...,-..- sio-0200 

Israel....:..: :...._...177-1D0-Z727 

Jordan a — .18 800008 

Knraita.. 800-288 

Lebanon (Belnrt)^.k~.:.... .426-891 
Qatar« — ..0808-0H-77 

Ssmfl Arabia*............ 1-808-10 

Syria... :..,„D-891 

0. Arab Emfratet'a 800-121 

• AFRICA • 

Gatafl*.......: .: -..MO-OOt 

6amlifa': .-. .own 

Ghana ............0191 

Iwry Coast* DO-iimt 

Kenyat .nosoo-io 

Uberfit, — ..797-797 

Morocco .002-11-0011 

Sierra Leone -! .~....1100 

Swtt Africa -d-8m-99-ei23 

Zambia*'. — 

Zlmbabwet -.118-899 


^ MjMCjtt . 

. Argentina*. an-UMODtflt 

Sothfla*.... .tMOf-Ittt 


Cmadi.' 

Chfle - 

Colombia 

Costa Rica V 

Ecoadnr* 

B Salifidorattt . 
Guatemala tH 

MetdcoWO,.. ... 

HicaraowH- 

Pnarnam*.— _ . 

Peraha - 

¥wmnelf*» 


.:..:1-806-225-^ 

...-JBH89288 

^0-11-0818 

9809#-1tf*1« 

; .;-*.:.J9frig 

...... ..-.MP-jTiiB 

95-88we-c«r 

.;;;.v„.i74 

• ••*.-: a tug 

r::"^-'i 7 i 

...80MV120 
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ATXT Access Numbers for countries In die Asia/Pacific region are listed daBy lo foe Asian edifioa of dw fat^aaiionnl HezM/lTrita^ 

noriri Uitki: ftiB^-wiaw liunrauwMrtn Bl/vmn ; fa ** M* |fcm «1c»i wiaJ tn> 40Amaltjl |( tow p^p/MRF. uta 








